
It’s an old joke: What do you think of nostalgia? Answer: Well, it’s not 
what it was!
On Facebook, there are many pages for people from a particular place 
or city to share memories and reminisce about the past. Old photographs 
are shared, and participants offer comments about how things used to be 
and how things have changed over the years. This is all well and good – up to a point! 

On one such page, focused on the Tongan capital Nuku’alofa, a 
recurring issue concerns the Old Market shed at the heart of the city. 
Every time an old photograph of this area appears, one can predict the 
response with great accuracy. People complain about the loss of the trees 
(although there are still trees), the old bus stop (there are new ones), 
and the removal of benches (seating is now in the stone surrounds). 
It was a lovely open space where people met. But they complain 
about, and/or fail to commend, the many new uses of the sheds, 
including a vibrant fish market complete with a very popular fish and 
chips shop, the only one in the city; and a new public swimming pool close by near the wharf that
is being used day and night. Taken to extremes, nostalgia can bog us down in the past, preventing
us from appreciating newer innovations and delights.

In Advent, we are called to remember the past event of Jesus Christ entering our world and to
look forward with hope to the unfolding of God’s future. The first of these is relatively easy as we
prepare for the familiarity of the Christmas story, the usual activities, the carols, the celebrations
and the memories of Christmases past. The second confronts us with the unknown, especially in
this Covid landscape that presents us with the possibility of changing our familiar world and
within ourselves. 

In Advent, we look back upon the good experiences of the past and then look forward, moving on
in our journey. We cannot forget past experiences, but perhaps we can choose how we respond to
those memories. We can reflect on how our past has shaped us and how we use that as a base to
spring forward in hope and expectation into what God has in store for our congregation in 2022. 
 
Lord, be with us on our journey this Advent season as we wait in great anticipation to receive the
saviour of the world Jesus Christ. Help us value the past and trust you for today and tomorrow.
Amen. 
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2021 - The Year Of Hope

From the past – Future in Hope 
 Matthew 24:36-44



Acknowledgement of Country
We, the people of Belmont Uniting Church acknowledge the Wauthaurong Peoples, the first inhabitants of
the land we live and worship since time beyond remembering. We acknowledge that through this land,
God nurtured and sustained the First Peoples of this country, the Aboriginal and Islander peoples.

A Prayer of Approach
Lord Jesus, son of Mary, recognised by Elizabeth, loved by Joseph, welcomed by strangers, nurtured by
family, bless the bonds which tie us to those around us and bring joy and understanding to those
relationships which are hard. Amen.

Notes on the Bible readings
Luke 1.39-45,(46-55) • Micah 5.2-5a • Hebrews 10.5-10

Christmas Crib
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy

Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women (Luke 1.41-42).
 

Many Christmas cribs and posadas will be on display now in homes, churches, schools and elsewhere,
peopled with characters essential to the story of Christ’s birth. The nativity story is
all about encounters, many of them unexpected but joy-filled, as heavenly angels and earthly shepherds
mingle with different generations of a family experiencing a turbulent chain of events. Elizabeth’s joy and
encouragement to Mary must have contrasted with the rejection and hostility she would have expected
from her local community. Mary’s parents and Joseph were at the heart of Mary’s experience, as Zechariah
was for Elizabeth. The birth itself was surrounded by strangers in a town Mary didn’t know, visited by
nearby hill-farmers. Christ’s coming was located in the real-life story of multiple people in various places.

A reflective way into prayer
‘How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given. And God imparts to human hearts the blessing of his
heaven.’ As we reflect quietly on those words, may we take that blessing into our homes...(pause) into our
places of work and learning...into the turmoil of our lives and our world...into the depths of our hearts...
that we may know true peace this Christmas and always. Amen.

A personal prayer
Lord Jesus, you come as the living word, to be the voice of the voiceless. You come as the word made flesh,
to clothe our mistakes. You come as the light in the darkness, to illumine our hope. You come as the lamb
of God, to transform our brutality. You come from the womb of Mary, to bring all creation to new birth.
You come as the child of humility, and the servant of love. Come to me afresh this Christmas Day, dear
Lord Jesus. Amen.

Worship At Home
Advent 4: People 

Live your faith
Look for signs of the unexpected
God at work this week. Where is
God at work in strange places? Is
there an unexpected place where
you can do something to share

the good news?
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T h e  f o u r t h  a n d  l a s t  i n  o u r  s e r i e s  o f  A d v e n t  r e f l e c t i o n s  a n d  p r a y e r s  c o n s i d e r s  t h e
e n c o u n t e r s  b e t w e e n  M a r y ,  E l i z a b e t h ,  J o s e p h  a n d  Z e c h a r i a h .



M o v i n g  H o m e !  
T h e  f a m i l y  w i s h e s  t o  t h a n k  y o u  a l l  f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t  d u r i n g  o u r  m o v e  f r o m  t h e
m a n s e  t o  t h e  f a m i l y  h o m e  i n  M e l t o n .  W e  h a v e  n o w  m o v e d  a n d  s e t t l e d  i n  t i m e
f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  p r o g r a m  i n  t h e i r  n e w  s c h o o l .  I
h a v e  n o w  t e s t e d  o u t  t h e  d a i l y  c o m m u t e  f r o m  M e l t o n  t o  B e l m o n t  e a c h  w o r k i n g
d a y  l a s t  w e e k  a n d  t h i s  w e e k  a n d  I  a m  s o  g l a d  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  i t  i s  q u i t e
m a n a g e a b l e .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  r h y t h m  o f  m y  a v a i l a b i l i t y  f o r  o u r  m i n i s t r y  h a s
c h a n g e d  d u e  t o  o u r  m o v e ,  i t  c e r t a i n l y  o p e n s  u p  o t h e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  b e  i n
m i n i s t r y  t o g e t h e r  i n  2 0 2 2 .
A s  y o u  m a y  a l r e a d y  b e  a w a r e ,  I  w i l l  b e  t a k i n g  L o n g  S e r v i c e  L e a v e  i n  J a n u a r y .  I n
m y  a b s e n c e ,  R e v  C r a i g  C o l l a s  w i l l  b e  o u r  S u p p l y  m i n i s t e r ,  l e a d i n g  s e r v i c e s  o n
S u n d a y s  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  p a s t o r a l  s u p p o r t  d u r i n g  t h e  w e e k .

 
W e e k l y  M i n i s t e r ’ s  R o u t i n e  &  O f f i c e  H o u r s  –  f r o m  F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 2  

S u n d a y    –  1 0 . 0 0  a m  m o r n i n g  S e r v i c e  -  ( M i n i s t e r  w o r k i n g  f r o m  t h e  C h u r c h
o f f i c e )  A f t e r n o o n  -  I k a n i  i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  p a s t o r a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  a n d  v i s i t a t i o n

M o n d a y  –         M i n i s t e r ’ s  d a y  o f f

T u e s d a y  –         O f f i c e  O p e n  -  9 . 3 0  –  1 2 . 3 0  p m  -  ( M i n i s t e r  w o r k i n g  f r o m  t h e
C h u r c h  o f f i c e )  A f t e r n o o n  m i n i s t e r  i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  m e e t i n g s  a n d  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s
o f  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n

W e d n e s d a y  –  M i n i s t r y  a n d  M i s s i o n  r o l e  –  S y n o d  M i n i s t e r  w i l l  s o m e t i m e s  b e
w o r k i n g  a t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f f i c e ,  h o m e  o r  S y n o d  o f f i c e

T h u r s d a y  –       O f f i c e  O p e n  -  9 . 3 0  –  1 2 . 3 0  p m  –  ( M i n i s t e r  w o r k i n g  f r o m  t h e
C h u r c h  o f f i c e )  A f t e r n o o n  -  t h e  m i n i s t e r  i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  m e e t i n g s  a n d  o t h e r
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n

F r i d a y  –  P r a y e r  G r o u p  –  9 . 0 0  a m  O f f i c e  O p e n  -  9 . 3 0  –  1 2 . 3 0  p m  -  ( M i n i s t e r
w o r k i n g  f r o m  t h e  C h u r c h  o f f i c e )  A f t e r n o o n  m i n i s t e r  i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  m e e t i n g s
a n d  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n

S a t u r d a y  –        W o r s h i p  p r e p a r a t i o n  ( w o r k i n g  f r o m  h o m e )  

O f f i c e  O p e n s  9 . 3 0  –  1 2 . 3 0  T u e s d a y ,  T h u r s d a y  &  F r i d a y  m o r n i n g s
Y o u  a r e  w e l c o m e  t o  s t o p  b y  f o r  a  c o f f e e  w i t h  I k a n i  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e .  I t  w o u l d  b e
h e l p f u l  f o r  I k a n i  t o  b e  f u l l y  a v a i l a b l e  t o  y o u  i f  y o u  c o u l d  l e t  h i m  k n o w  t h e  t i m e
o f  y o u r  v i s i t .  T h e  c h u r c h  w i l l  a l s o  b e  o p e n  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  f o r  p e r s o n a l  p r a y e r
d u r i n g  t h e s e  t i m e s .

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W e e k l y  P r a y e r :
“ T h i s ,  t h e n ,  i s  h o w  y o u  s h o u l d  p r a y :  ‘ O u r  F a t h e r  i n  h e a v e n ,  h a l l o w e d  b e  y o u r
n a m e … ’  ( M a t t  6 : 9 )  P r a y e r  i s  o n e  w a y  w e  c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  G o d .  P r a y e r  c a n  b e
s i l e n t  o r  s a i d  o u t  l o u d .  W h i c h e v e r  w a y  y o u  c o n n e c t  w i t h  G o d ,  w h e n  w e  s t o p  t o
p r a y ,  w e  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e  g r e a t n e s s  o f  G o d  a n d  a r e  r e m i n d e d  t h a t  w e  c a n n o t  d o
e v e r y t h i n g  b y  o u r s e l v e s .  W e  s e e k  G o d ’ s  f o r g i v e n e s s ,  g r a c e  a n d  g u i d a n c e  i n  a l l
t h a t  w e  a r e  a n d  d o .   

I k a n i  i s  i n v i t i n g  a n y  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  t o  j o i n  h i m  a t  t h e  c h u r c h
o f f i c e  e v e r y  F r i d a y  m o r n i n g  f r o m  9 . 0 0  –  9 . 3 0  a m  f o r  a  t i m e  o f  p r a y e r  a n d
m e d i t a t i o n .  I f  y o u  a r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  j o i n  h i m  i n  p e r s o n  t h e r e  i s  a n  i n v i t a t i o n
f o r  y o u  t o  b e  i n  p r a y e r  t o g e t h e r  w h e r e v e r  y o u  m a y  b e  a t  t h i s  t i m e  e v e r y  F r i d a y
m o r n i n g .
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Belmont Uniting Church
December Roster 2021

Lectionary Readings

Date   Time     Leader                Leader's Steward       Readers      Greeters & Ushers        PowerPoint        PA Operator Organist
Dec 19  10.00am Rev. Ikani        L. Jackson         R.&J. Ferguson        R.&J.Jeffers             B. Vaitohi            B. Jennings  L. Rankin
                     Communion              Flowers                                                  Morning T ea                 Covid Marshall - Ray                               
                            N/A                        A. Merritt                                        A. & R. Bunting                                                                                   
                                                                                                                 E. Wood  & Ros Buckwell                                                                     
Date   Time       Leader    Leader's Steward        Readers      Greeters & Ushers                PowerPoint       PA Operator   Organist
Dec 19 7:30pm  Oasis             L. Moss                 Oasis        J. Ferguson, G. Coomber          D. Zucarro   David Zucarro  L. Rankin
                MC R. Ferguson                                                                            Supper                       Covid Marshall - Glen                                
                                                                                                          Fellowship Committee                                                                         
Date   Time   Leader                 Leader's Steward       Readers      Greeters & Ushers        PowerPoint         PA Operator Organist
Dec 24 7:30pm Rev. Ikani           J. Ferguson                 TBA       R. Ferguson, A. Merritt     B. Vaitohi                TBA       L. Rankin
                                                     Flowers - A. Merritt                                                                         Covid Marshall - Ray                       
Date Time Leader                    Leader's Steward         Readers      Greeters & Ushers        PowerPoint        PA Operator Organist
Dec 25 9:00am Rev. Ikani           A. Merritt                R. Pearson   R. & R. Buckwell             B. Vaitohi         R. Bunting   L. Rankin
                                                         Flowers - A. Merritt                                                                         Covid Marshall - Glen                    
Date Time      Leader                Leader's Steward         Readers      Greeters & Ushers        PowerPoint       PA Operator Organist
Dec 26 9:00am  TBA                    L. Jackson               E. Richards       G. Coomber               B. Vaitohi       G. Schneider L. Rankin
                                                       Flowers - A. Merritt                                 L. Moss                           Covid Marshall - Ray                     
                                                                                                           Morning Tea                                                                                                 
                                                                                         R and J Jeffers   R Pearson & Volunteer                                                                     
Date  Time      Leader               Leader's Steward        Readers       Greeters & Ushers         PowerPoint      PA Operator Organist
Jan 2  9.00am   TBA                   R. Pearson                B. Couper         R. Ferguson                   N/A                M. Richards L. Rankin
                                                                                                                     D. Stephens                                                                                         
                    Communion            Flowers - TBA                            Morning Tea                                  Covid Marshall - Glen                  
                  L. Moss, A. Merritt                                                 H. McCann, J. & G. Schneider                                                                    
                 R. Pearson, J. Jeffers                                                               Volunteer                                                                                       

  We need one extra person to be on Morning Tea on Dec 26th. Also January     
     2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th. Please see Julie today or phone 0418 996 592
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Dec 19 - Advent 4         Mic 5: 2 - 5                Psalm 80: 1 - 7          Heb 10: 5 - 10     Lk 1: 39 - 45, (46 - 55)

Dec 24/25 - Christmas Day 1  Is 9: 2 - 7                 Ps 96               Tit 2: 11 - 14           Luke 2: 1 - 14, (15 - 20)
                        Christmas Day 2 Is 62: 6 - 12            Ps 97                Tit 3: 4 - 7              Luke 2: (1 - 7), 8 - 20
                        Christmas Day 3 Is 52: 7 - 10             Ps 98               Heb 1: 1 - 4, (5 - 12)               John 1: 1 - 14 

Dec 26 -       Christmas 1           1 Sam 2: 18 - 20, 26             Ps 148            Col 3: 12 - 17            Luke 2: 41 - 52

            Jan 1 - New Years Day        Ecd  3: 1 - 13         Psalm 8         Rev 21: 1 - 6a        Mt 25: 31 - 46
                                          -------------------------------------------------------------------           

May you have the gladness of Christmas which is hope;

The spirit of Christmas which is peace;

The heart of Christmas which is love.

 
This is the penultimate publication of the Newsletter for 2021

Next week will be a special Christmas edition
 

We're all excited at the news 
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Important Notes

LOOKING AHEADLOOKING AHEADLOOKING AHEAD   
Sunday 19 December  -      10.00am. ~ Advent 4               -                  Rev Ikani Vaitohi
                                                7.30 pm. - Christmas Carols Service    - OASIS Group  
Friday   24 December  -      7.30pm   - Christmas Eve Service         -  Rev Ikani Vaitohi
Saturday 25 December  -    9.00am   - Christmas Day Service.       -  Rev Ikani Vaitohi
Sunday 26 December    -    9.00am   - Christmas 1                             - Rev Ikani Vaitohi 

-------------------------------------



C h u r c h  C o u n c i l  u p d a t e

M i n i s t e r ’ s  l e a v e

O u r  M i n i s t e r  w i l l  b e  t a k i n g  s o m e  w e l l - e a r n e d  L o n g  S e r v i c e  L e a v e  d u r i n g
J a n u a r y  2 0 2 2 .
  
O u r  S u p p l y  M i n i s t e r  i s  R e v  C r a i g  C o l l a s .   C r a i g  w i l l  b e  p a r t  t i m e ,
w o r k i n g  e i t h e r  t w o  o r  t h r e e  d a y s  e a c h  w e e k ,  a n d  l e a d i n g  w o r s h i p  e a c h
S u n d a y .   C r a i g  w i l l  w o r k  c l o s e l y  w i t h  o u r  P a s t o r a l  C a r e  C o m m i t t e e  a n d
V i s i t o r s .   F o r  u r g e n t  p a s t o r a l  m a t t e r s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  y o u r  V i s i t o r  o r  a
m e m b e r  o f  t h e  P a s t o r a l  C a r e  C o m m i t t e e ,  w h o  w i l l  l i a i s e  w i t h  C r a i g .

W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  w e l c o m i n g  C r a i g ,  w h o  h a s  p r o v i d e d  u s  w i t h  s o m e
i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  h i m s e l f :

C r a i g  C o l l a s  w a s  o r d a i n e d  i n  Q L D  a n d  s e r v e d  i n  c o n g r e g a t i o n a l  m i n i s t r y
p r i o r  t o  j o i n i n g  t h e  R A A F  a s  a  c h a p l a i n .  H e  i s  a  g r a d u a t e  o f  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n
D e f e n c e  F o r c e  C h a p l a i n s  C o l l e g e  a n d  i s  c u r r e n t l y  r e t i r e d .  U p o n  l e a v i n g  t h e
R A A F  h e  w a s  i n  p l a c e m e n t  a s  t h e  m i n i s t e r  a t  W e s l e y  U n i t i n g  C h u r c h  i n  P e r t h .
H e  h a s  p r e v i o u s l y  s e r v e d  t h e  c h u r c h  i n  W A  o n  t h e  G e n e r a l  C o u n c i l  a n d  t h e
S t a n d i n g  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  h e  w a s  o n  t h e  Q l d  S y n o d  c h a p l a i n c y
c o m m i t t e e  a s  w e l l  a s  b e i n g  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  A s s e m b l y  D e f e n c e  F o r c e
C h a p l a i n c y  C o m m i t t e e .  H e  h a s  s e r v e d  o n  t h e  b o a r d  o f  L i f e L i n e  N t h  Q L D  a s
t h e  d e p u t y  c h a i r  a s  w e l l  a s  s e r v i n g  o n  t h e  b o a r d s  o f  G o o d  S a m a r i t a n
I n d u s t r i e s  a n d  t h e  M a n d o r l s  A r t  A w a r d .  W h i l e  i n  t h e  R A A F  h e  s e r v e d  i n  t h e
M i d d l e  E a s t  a s  w e l l  a s  T i m o r e  L e s t e  a n d  l i v e d  i n  M a l a y s i a  a s  t h e  A D F
c h a p l a i n  c o v e r i n g  S E  A s i a .   H i s  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t s  i n c l u d e  r e a d i n g ,  p l a y i n g
v i o l i n ,  m a n d o l i n  a n d  g u i t a r .  H e  i s  m a r r i e d  t o  N a r e l l e  w h o  i s  i n  p l a c e m e n t  a s
o n e  o f  t h e  P r e s b y t e r y  m i n i s t e r s  o f  P o r t  P h i l l i p  W e s t .
 
O n  3 0  J a n u a r y ,  o u r  s e r v i c e  w i l l  b e  l e d  b y  R e v  J e a n n e  B e a l e ,  o n e  o f  o u r
P r e s b y t e r y  M i n i s t e r s .

M i s s i o n  p a r t n e r s h i p  d i s c u s s i o n

C o u n c i l  a c c e p t e d  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  A n g l e s e a  U C  C h u r c h  C o u n c i l  t o
d i s c u s s  w a y s  i n  w h i c h  o u r  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  m i g h t  s u p p o r t  e a c h  o t h e r  i n
m i s s i o n ,  s e r v i c e  a n d  w o r s h i p .
  
C h u r c h  C o u n c i l  e l e c t i o n s
C o u n c i l  m e m b e r s  w h o s e  t e r m  o f  o f f i c e  i s  e n d i n g  a r e :   B e v  D i c k i e ,  B i l l
J e n n i n g s ,  R a y e  P e a r s o n ,  P e t e r  W o o d s  a n d  G l e n  C o o m b e r .
 
A n  e l e c t i o n  f o r  C h u r c h  C o u n c i l  m e m b e r s  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  o n  S u n d a y ,  6
F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 2 .   Y o u  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  p r a y e r f u l l y  c o n s i d e r  a n d
n o m i n a t e  m e m b e r s  f o r  e l e c t i o n  t o  C h u r c h  C o u n c i l .   N o m i n a t i o n  f o r m s
a r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  p o r c h  o f  t h e  c h u r c h .   C o m p l e t e d  f o r m s  ( s i g n e d  b y
t w o  m e m b e r s )  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  ( G l e n  C o o m b e r )  b y  2 6
J a n u a r y  2 0 2 2 .

A n n u a l  R e p o r t

C o m m i t t e e s  a n d  g r o u p s  a r e  a s k e d  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e i r  2 0 2 1  r e p o r t  t o  t h e
S e c r e t a r y  b y  1 3  F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 2 .   A  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n  t o
r e c e i v e  t h e  2 0 2 1  A n n u a l  R e p o r t  w i l l  b e  h e l d  o n  S u n d a y ,  2 0  M a r c h  2 0 2 2 .

J a n u a r y  S e r v i c e s

A l l  S u n d a y  m o r n i n g  s e r v i c e s  w i l l  s t a r t  a t  9 : 0 0 a m
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BUC - IN - MISSION 

Support  
If you would like to support the Christmas Bowl 2021,
there are envelopes on the table in the front foyer.
You can place your donation on the offering plate
each Sunday and we will be forward it on. If you have
any questions please speak with Raye Pearson. 

Crosslight - December Edition is here!
The December Edition of the Crosslight
is now available to be collected from the
table in the front foyer. Crosslight is a
bi-monthly printed publication by the
Communication and Media Services of
the Synod of Victoria and Tasmania
available to all congregations. All
editions of the Crosslight are available
both in print form and electronically.  

If you prefer to receive or access the electronic online version of the Crosslight you can view it
here - https://crosslight.org.au. A very important benefit of accessing the online version is that

we will reduce our carbon footprint by printing less copies of Crosslight. So if you do so incline,
please let Ikani know.  

We acknowledge with gratitude Lloyd's tremendous work in labelling and sorting our  Crosslight. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------



M a s t e r  P e t e r ,  a n d  t h e  t w o  u b i q u i t o u s  y o u n g  C r a t c h i t s  w e n t  t o  f e t c h  t h e  g o o s e ,
w i t h  w h i c h  t h e y  s o o n  r e t u r n e d  i n  h i g h  p r o c e s s i o n .

S u c h  a  b u s t l e  e n s u e d  t h a t  y o u  m i g h t  h a v e  t h o u g h t  a  g o o s e  t h e  r a r e s t  o f  a l l
b i r d s ;  a  f e a t h e r e d  p h e n o m e n o n ,  t o  w h i c h  a  b l a c k  s w a n  w a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  c o u r s e ,
a n d  i n  t r u t h  i t  w a s  s o m e t h i n g  v e r y  l i k e  i t  i n  t h a t  h o u s e .  M r s .  C r a t c h i t  m a d e  t h e
g r a v y  ( r e a d y  b e f o r e h a n d  i n  a  l i t t l e  s a u c e p a n )  h i s s i n g  h o t ;  M a s t e r  P e t e r  m a s h e d
t h e  p o t a t o e s  w i t h  i n c r e d i b l e  v i g o u r ;  M i s s  B e l i n d a  s w e e t e n e d  u p  t h e  a p p l e -
s a u c e ;  M a r t h a  d u s t e d  t h e  h o t  p l a t e s ;  B o b  t o o k  T i n y  T i m  b e s i d e  h i m  i n  a  t i n y
c o r n e r  a t  t h e  t a b l e ;  t h e  t w o  y o u n g  C r a t c h i t s  s e t  c h a i r s  f o r  e v e r y b o d y ,  n o t
f o r g e t t i n g  t h e m s e l v e s ,  a n d  m o u n t i n g  g u a r d  u p o n  t h e i r  p o s t s ,  c r a m m e d  s p o o n s
i n t o  t h e i r  m o u t h s ,  l e s t  t h e y  s h o u l d  s h r i e k  f o r  g o o s e  b e f o r e  t h e i r  t u r n  c a m e  t o
b e  h e l p e d .  A t  l a s t  t h e  d i s h e s  w e r e  s e t  o n ,  a n d  g r a c e  w a s  s a i d .  I t  w a s  s u c c e e d e d
b y  a  b r e a t h l e s s  p a u s e ,  a s  M r s .  C r a t c h i t ,  l o o k i n g  s l o w l y  a l l  a l o n g  t h e  c a r v i n g -
k n i f e ,  p r e p a r e d  t o  p l u n g e  i t  i n ;  b u t  w h e n  s h e  d i d ,  a n d  w h e n  t h e  l o n g  e x p e c t e d
g u s h  o f  s t u f f i n g  i s s u e d  f o r t h ,  o n e  m u r m u r  o f  d e l i g h t  a r o s e  a l l  r o u n d  t h e  b o a r d ,
a n d  e v e n  T i n y  T i m ,  e x c i t e d  b y  t h e  t w o  y o u n g  C r a t c h i t s ,  b e a t  o n  t h e  t a b l e  w i t h
t h e  h a n d l e  o f  h i s  k n i f e ,  a n d  f e e b l y  c r i e d  H u r r a h !

T h e r e  n e v e r  w a s  s u c h  a  g o o s e .  B o b  s a i d  h e  d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  e v e r  w a s  s u c h  a
g o o s e  c o o k e d .  I t s  t e n d e r n e s s  a n d  f l a v o u r ,  s i z e  a n d  c h e a p n e s s ,  w e r e  t h e  t h e m e s
o f  u n i v e r s a l  a d m i r a t i o n .  E k e d  o u t  b y  t h e  a p p l e - s a u c e  a n d  m a s h e d  p o t a t o e s ,  i t
w a s  a  s u f f i c i e n t  d i n n e r  f o r  t h e  w h o l e  f a m i l y ;  i n d e e d ,  a s  M r s .  C r a t c h i t  s a i d  w i t h
g r e a t  d e l i g h t  ( s u r v e y i n g  o n e  s m a l l  a t o m  o f  a  b o n e  u p o n  t h e  d i s h ) ,  t h e y  h a d n ' t
a t e  i t  a l l  a t  l a s t !  Y e t  e v e r y  o n e  h a d  h a d  e n o u g h ,  a n d  t h e  y o u n g e s t  C r a t c h i t s  i n
p a r t i c u l a r ,  w e r e  s t e e p e d  i n  s a g e  a n d  o n i o n  t o  t h e  e y e b r o w s !  B u t  n o w ,  t h e  p l a t e s
b e i n g  c h a n g e d  b y  M i s s  B e l i n d a ,  M r s .  C r a t c h i t  l e f t  t h e  r o o m  a l o n e ,  t o o  n e r v o u s
t o  b e a r  w i t n e s s e s ,  t o  t a k e  t h e  p u d d i n g  u p  a n d  b r i n g  i t  i n .

S u p p o s e  i t  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  d o n e  e n o u g h !  S u p p o s e  i t  s h o u l d  b r e a k  i n  t u r n i n g  o u t .
S u p p o s e  s o m e b o d y  s h o u l d  h a v e  g o t  o v e r  t h e  w a l l  o f  t h e  b a c k - y a r d  a n d  s t o l e n
i t ,  w h i l e  t h e y  w e r e  m e r r y  w i t h  t h e  g o o s e ,  a  s u p p o s i t i o n  a t  w h i c h  t h e  t w o  y o u n g
C r a t c h i t s  b e c a m e  l i v i d !  A l l  s o r t s  o f  h o r r o r s  w e r e  s u p p o s e d .

H a l l o !  A  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  s t e a m !  T h e  p u d d i n g  w a s  o u t  o f  t h e  c o p p e r .  A  s m e l l  l i k e  a
w a s h i n g - d a y !  T h a t  w a s  t h e  c l o t h .  A  s m e l l  l i k e  a n  e a t i n g - h o u s e  a n d  a
p a s t r y c o o k ' s  n e x t  d o o r  t o  e a c h  o t h e r ,  w i t h  a  l a u n d r e s s ' s  n e x t  d o o r  t o  t h a t !  T h a t
w a s  t h e  p u d d i n g !  I n  h a l f  a  m i n u t e  M r s .  C r a t c h i t  e n t e r e d ,  - f l u s h e d ,  b u t  s m i l i n g
p r o u d l y ,  w i t h  t h e  p u d d i n g ,  l i k e  a  s p e c k l e d  c a n n o n - b a l l ,  s o  h a r d  a n d  f i r m ,
b l a z i n g  i n  h a l f  o f  h a l f - a - q u a r t e r n  o f  i g n i t e d  b r a n d y ,  a n d  b e d i g h t  w i t h
C h r i s t m a s  h o l l y  s t u c k  i n t o  t h e  t o p .

O h ,  a  w o n d e r f u l  p u d d i n g !  B o b  C r a t c h i t  s a i d ,  a n d  c a l m l y  t o o ,  t h a t  h e  r e g a r d e d
i t  a s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  s u c c e s s  a c h i e v e d  b y  M r s .  C r a t c h i t  s i n c e  t h e i r  m a r r i a g e .  M r s .
C r a t c h i t  s a i d  t h a t  n o w  t h e  w e i g h t  w a s  o f f  h e r  m i n d ,  s h e  w o u l d  c o n f e s s  s h e  h a d
h a d  h e r  d o u b t s  a b o u t  t h e  q u a n t i t y  o f  f l o u r .  E v e r y b o d y  h a d  s o m e t h i n g  t o  s a y
a b o u t  i t ,  b u t  n o b o d y  s a i d  o r  t h o u g h t  i t  w a s  a t  a l l  a  s m a l l  p u d d i n g  f o r  a  l a r g e
f a m i l y .  I t  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n ,  f l a t  h e r e s y  t o  d o  s o .  A n y  C r a t c h i t  w o u l d  h a v e
b l u s h e d  t o  h i n t  a t  s u c h  a  t h i n g .

A t  l a s t  t h e  d i n n e r  w a s  a l l  d o n e ,  t h e  c l o t h  w a s  c l e a r e d ,  t h e  h e a r t h  s w e p t ,  a n d  t h e
f i r e  m a d e  u p .  T h e  c o m p o u n d  i n  t h e  j u g  b e i n g  t a s t e d ,  a n d  c o n s i d e r e d  p e r f e c t ,
a p p l e s  a n d  o r a n g e s  w e r e  p u t  u p o n  t h e  t a b l e ,  a n d  a  s h o v e l - f u l l  o f  c h e s t n u t s  o n
t h e  f i r e .  T h e n  a l l  t h e  C r a t c h i t  f a m i l y  d r e w  r o u n d  t h e  h e a r t h ,  i n  w h a t  B o b
C r a t c h i t  c a l l e d  a  c i r c l e ,  m e a n i n g  h a l f  a  o n e ;  a n d  a t  B o b  C r a t c h i t ' s  e l b o w  s t o o d
t h e  f a m i l y  d i s p l a y  o f  g l a s s e s .  T w o  t u m b l e r s ,  a n d  a  c u s t a r d - c u p  w i t h o u t  a
h a n d l e .

T h e s e  h e l d  t h e  h o t  s t u f f  f r o m  t h e  j u g ,  h o w e v e r ,  a s  w e l l  a s  g o l d e n  g o b l e t s  w o u l d
h a v e  d o n e ;  a n d  B o b  s e r v e d  i t  o u t  w i t h  b e a m i n g  l o o k s ,  w h i l e  t h e  c h e s t n u t s  o n
t h e  f i r e  s p u t t e r e d  a n d  c r a c k e d  n o i s i l y .  T h e n  B o b  p r o p o s e d :

" A  M e r r y  C h r i s t m a s  t o  u s  a l l ,  m y  d e a r s .  G o d  b l e s s  u s ! "

W h i c h  a l l  t h e  f a m i l y  r e - e c h o e d .

" G o d  b l e s s  u s  e v e r y  o n e ! "  s a i d  T i n y  T i m ,  t h e  l a s t  o f  a l l .
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A  S h o r t  C h r i s t m a s  S t o r y  b y  C h a r l e s  D i c k e n s



Children's Activities
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