
Some of you will be familiar with Andrew Llyod Webber’s song - 
 

Love changes everything: Hands and faces, Earth and sky, Love
Love changes everything: How you live, and how you die, Love, 

I think we can agree with Andrew that love changes everything. But what sort of love, though? And love for
what or from whom? From this week’s Gospel reading, I think we can say the following: Love begins and
ends with God and his love for us and creation (all of it, including but certainly not limited to humanity).
Love is outward focused – towards God, yes, but also to all those whom God loves. Love includes us because
we are loved by God.

In Jesus’ answer to the scribe’s question (as in the Shema prayer that Jesus quote), love begins with God. And
the fullest expression of this love is in and through Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. 

And so, it follows that because God loves us, it prompts a response from us. Why? Because that is the nature
of such love - that in appreciation and thankfulness, we are compelled to do likewise. And so our response
in love demands the whole person, all that we are and do – as in the words of the final verse of one of my
favourite hymn by Isaac Watts ‘When I survey the wondrous cross, On which the Prince of Glory died, My
richest gain I count but loss, And pour contempt on all my pride: And the last verse of this hymn contains
these words - Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all. I wonder what does that look
like in practice for us as a community?

Another word for community that we may not be very familiar with is KOINONIA. At its core, Koinonia is
understood to be the outworking of a deep sense of love and commitment to God and each other. 
At the heart of the Koinonia or fellowship, or its engine room, if you like, is a deep sense of love for God and
each other. This life of Koinonia enables the cultivation of a sense of humility that seeks to honour and
respect others. It is an all-embracing and welcoming community for all people. Koinonia actively seeks to
lighten each other’s load by shouldering one another’s burden, not only in prayers but also in material
blessings with those in need.  

Being called to be in the Koinonia of love and commitment is all of us taking the saying of an anonymous
saint seriously, “You cannot draw near to God if you are at a distance from each other.”

As we embrace the newly found ‘freedom’ we now enjoy, let us continue to embody love and commitment
in the life of the Koinonia of God. A ministry that is ever more important and needed in our time of
uncertainty. My genuine encouragement for us all is - let us claim the gift of Koinonia by offering each
other and the community God’s love that is so amazing, so divine, demands our soul, our life, our all for his
Love changes everything!

Rev Ikani
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Latest on our Sunday Worship Services - more details on page 4  
   

Sunday 31st October - 10.00 am Online worship 

Love changes everything! - Mark 12:28-34



We were volunteers at a children’s home in Fiji just after one of the coups. It was a time of unrest and
unemployment. Children in the home left for a variety of reasons needed lots of love and special care.
It was a privilege to support wonderful and dedicated staff. Before returning to Australia we decided to
have a week on one of those luxury islands.

On Sunday we wanted to go to church. There wasn’t one there, but a lovely Fijian staff member invited
us to go to her church on a nearby island. So we did, by boat. We were the only non-Fijians. We
recognised many of the resort staff who lived there with their families. It was a wonderful service with
magnificent singing. When it came to the offering, two lines formed and people gave their collection.

One line, we learned, was for the church and the other to support the many unemployed people.
Most gave to both. For us, it was a salutary lesson on stewardship. Like the widow, those who had less
gave much.

Reflection
Dearest Lord, teach me to be generous, Teach me to serve you as you deserve, To gain and not to count
the cost, To fight and not to heed the wounds, To toil and not to seek for rest, To labour and not to ask
for reward, Save that of knowing I am doing your will.

St Ignatius Loyola

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Prayers
Loris Barnard - Our deepest sympathy and prayers go to Frank Barnard on the sudden loss of his dear
wife Loris last Sunday. Loris was a long time member of the Evening Fellowship and a minute's silence
was held for her by members last Wednesday. Please keep Frank and his family in your prayers as he
manages this very difficult time. Please pray for comfort for them all.

Ida Little - Our loving prayers and sympathy to the family of Ida Little who passed away on 26th October
at the age of 99 years and 2 months. A long Christian life.

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------



Listen!
A personal prayer

Blessed are those who set their hearts on God and hold fast to his word. Blessed are those who are faithful
in prayer, and whose songs are of praise. Blessed are those who listen to the teachings of Scripture and live
them out. Blessed are we as we worship in Jesus’ name – for he is here, he is among us. Amen.

Notes on the Bible readings
Mark 12.28-34 - Deuteronomy 6.1-9 - Hebrews 9.11-14

 
Jesus has now reached Jerusalem and has cleansed the Temple. The scribe is an interpreter and teacher of
the Jewish Law; questioning and discussion were encouraged as an important part of the learning process.
The scribe is seeking to engage with Jesus, not to trick him, which indicates that not all the religious
authorities were against him. Jesus appears quite sympathetic towards this man and ultimately affirms his
wisdom.

In Deuteronomy 6.5 Moses reminds the people of the great commandment they have been given before
they enter the Promised Land. It is not just a rule for them, but one to be passed on to future generations. It
is a law not merely to be obeyed but to be treasured as an important part of their daily lives.

Jesus invokes this passage from Deuteronomy and Leviticus 19.18 when answering the scribe. The first
commandment is to love God with the entirety of your being: heart, soul, mind and strength. The second is
to love your neighbour as yourself. These are not just spiritual requirements, but practical demands. Jesus
sees them as the marks of true holiness: they will affect not only our attitude to God, but all our
relationships and how we live in community. 

Today’s world can be very individualistic and the opportunities for sharing love are not always obvious.
Wholehearted love for God translates into seeking opportunities to use our hearts, souls, minds and might
to share that love with others.

A Prayer for Others
We pray for all who feel that no one listens to them: those who live on the streets and are passed by, day
after day; those who try to speak out against injustice in places of corruption; those who are starving in
places that no longer make the news; those who find it hard to express themselves; those who are different,
and feel that their lives don’t matter. Open our ears to hear their cries of the heart, and use us to meet their
needs. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

A Personal Prayer
Loving God, help me draw closer to your word, that I may draw closer to others. Help me listen to your
promptings in my heart, that I may serve others. Help me build a rhythm of prayer, that I may uphold
others.
And help me to live out my days, and set my words to the music of your love and grace, that I might
inspire others – in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Worship At Home
Acknowledgement of Country

We, the people of Belmont Uniting Church acknowledge the Wauthaurong Peoples, the first inhabitants of
the land we live and worship since time beyond remembering. We acknowledge that through this land,

God nurtured and sustained the First Peoples of this country, the Aboriginal and Islander peoples.

© ROOTS for Churches Ltd 2021 www.rootsontheweb.com

Live your faith
Write ‘Love your neighbour as you
love yourself’ on a card and place it

somewhere where you will see it
every day.

 



Belmont Uniting Church
October/November Roster 2021

ROSTER BELOW IS PENDING COVID ANNOUNCEMENTS
Date  Time             Leader         Leader's Steward    Readers       Greeters & Ushers   PowerPoint        PA Operator      Organist
Oct 31   10.00am     TBA               J. Ferguson           H. McCann         C. Schaller          L. McCann         B. Jennings      L. Rankin
                                                                                                                         E. Wood                                                                                   
Oct 31      Communion                 Flowers                                                  Morning Tea                                                                                    
                          N/A                         B. Pullin                                            W. & F. Harper                                                                          
                                                                                                                            K. Haas                                                                                  
Date  Time            Leader           Leader's Steward    Readers       Greeters & Ushers    PowerPoint         PA Operator   Organist
Nov 7    10.00am Rev Ikani         D. Stephens           N. Phillips            R. Bunting        R. Ferguson         D. Zucarro    L. Rankin 
                                                                                                                           B. Couper                                                                              
Nov 7       Communion                  Flowers                                                 Morning Tea                                                                                    
             L. Moss, R. Pearson           A. Ingles                                          M. & M. Vaitohi                                                                           
                B. & S. Jennings                                                                              S. Viatohi                                                                                
Date  Time           Leader             Leader's Steward    Readers       Greeters & Ushers   PowerPoint          PA Operator  Organist
Nov 14    10.00am     TBA                J. Jeffers              L. Yates                L. Jackson          R. Ferguson            B. Jones       L. Rankin
                                                                                                                         A. Merritt                                                                                 
Nov 14       Communion                 Flowers                                                  Morning Tea                                                                                   
                           N/A                         E. Wood                                          R. & J. Ferguson                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Thank you to these willing people for keeping our Church services going. If you need to swap please endeavour to do so
or if finding it difficult phone Julie 0418996592
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Prayer Points For the Week

Lectionary Readings

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

        There will be an online worship service for this Sunday October 31st. You are welcome to join together 
at the same time of 10.00 am and afterwards for a chat if you wish using this zoom link:

 
https://zoom.us/j/99984774012?pwd=Ky85NGtwbnZqb1h2YzFGNDdDZEM1QT09

Meeting ID: 999 8477 4012 - Passcode: 1234
 

Online worship services will be available to be viewed via our website by 10.00am each Sunday.
https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au   

Oct 31 - Pentecost 23
Ru 1: 1 - 18
Psalm 146
Heb 9: 11- 14
Mark 12: 28 - 34

Nov 1 - All Saints Day
Is 25: 6 - 9
Psalm 24
Rev 21: 1- 6a
Jn 11: 32 - 44

Nov 7 - Pentecost 24
Ru 3: 1 - 5, 4: 13 - 17
Psalm 127
Heb 9: 24- 28
Mk 12: 38 - 44

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Dear God, we pray that You will draw close to people who are nearing the end of their life’s journey;
surround them with Your loving arms and may they know Your comfort and peace.  May the members of
their family be aware of Your love and grace at this time.

Dear Heavenly Father, we pray for our minister, the Rev. Ikani, his wife, Moana, and their children. Bless
them all as they serve You in the Belmont community.  Encourage them in all aspects of their ministry as
they seek to witness to others day by day.

Loving God, teach us how to live with gratitude even when the going gets tough.
May we never forget that You are with us despite facing the complexities of life.  Help us to remember the
words from Psalm 100: “For the Lord is good.  His unfailing love continues forever, and his faithfulness
continues to each generation.”
                                                                                                                                         Peter Woods

Nov 14 - Pentecost 25
1 Sm 1: 4 - 20
1 Sm 2: 1 - 10
Heb 10: 11- 14, (15 - 18)
Mk 13: 1 - 8

"Hope" is the thing with feathers -
That perches in the soul -
And sings the tune without the words -
And never stops - at all -

And sweetest - in the Gale - is heard -
And sore must be the storm -

That could abash the little Bird
That kept so many warm -

 
 

I've heard it in the chillest land -
And on the strangest Sea -
Yet - never - in Extremity,
It asked a crumb - of me.

Hope Is The Thing With Feathers

By Emily Dickinson



                     "WATCH THIS SPACE – FUNDRAISER FOR BUSHIKORI”

THANK YOU FOR STILL WATCHING THIS SPACE! FURTHER NEWS ON OUR FORTHCOMING DRIVE-THRU. 
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6th November

For anyone wishing to
support Bushikori or
Uniting but cannot
physically get to the
Belmont Uniting Church
on 6TH November to
make your contribution,
please contact Rosslyn
Buckwell on 0407 326 023
or Sue & Bill Jennings on
0409431525 to arrange a
person to pick up your
donation from your
home. THANK YOU to
everyone for your
continued interest and
support.  
 Jean Murray (Mission and
Outreach Committee ) &
Sue & Bill Jennings 
( Friends of Bushikori
C’mtee ).

OCTOBER IS BUSHIKORI CHRISTIAN CENTRE & UNITING BARWON MONTH

Throughout October we hope you have been able to place a 
donation in your collection jar when you enjoyed your first 
tea or coffee for the day. We are so pleased that Members of 
St John’s Anglican Church, Highton have joined us for 
this fundraiser.

DRIVE THROUGH VIRTUAL COFFEE EVENT DETAILS

You are invited to come to the Belmont Uniting Church in your 
car on Saturday 6th November between 10 and 11am and drive 
through the Church driveway, be greeted with a friendly smile 
(social distancing) and leave your “Coffee” donation for Bushikori. 

If it is easier for you to write a cheque for your donation please 
make your cheque payable to “Bushikori Christian Centre”. Those 
who require a tax receipt please place your donation in a named 
envelope and write “receipt required” on the envelope. For those 
who are unable to come to the Church on that day you can make 
a direct deposit to Bushikori’s Account BSB 603858  Acc. 
No. 10077253 and then please send an email to 
sponsorship@bushikori.org.au with details of your deposit.  
For those needing assistance with delivering your donation 
to Church please contact Bill & Sue Jennings 0429544436 or 
Rosslyn Buckwell 0407326023.

BUC members are also invited to bring non-perishable food items 
for Uniting Barwon. We have been unable to bring such items to 
Church services for quite some time due to restrictions. 
These will be collected by Rosslyn Buckwell. 

Uniting Care, Geelong suggests the following food donations – 
Staple Foods: pasta sauce, tinned fruit & vegies, tuna, long life milk, 
cereal, baked beans, Coles vouchers for food (not for alcohol or 
cigarettes)  Christmas Treats: puddings & cakes, tinned ham, sweets 
& chocolate, juices & soft drinks.

There will also be a plant stall with tomato seedlings, fuchsias and 
other plants for sale.



O c t o b e r   2 0 2 1 P a g e   6  

IMPORTANT NOTICES
Changes to COVID-19 restrictions

You will be aware of the changes to restrictions that are occurring, which are prompted by vaccination
targets being met.

The changes mean that we will soon be able to meet together in worship, and that other church activities
will be able to start up again.  We are hoping to return to in-person worship on November 7.

The number of people who may attend religious gatherings in any part of Victoria depends on whether
everyone present is fully vaccinated.

Several things need to happen for us to return to in-person worship:

                    1. Anyone attending a worship service needs to carry and show their vaccination certificate or       
                       exemption certificate.  This can be held on your phone, or you can use a paper certificate.       
                       You will also need to scan in using the QR Code.
                    2. Numbers of people allowed in our church is currently limited to 90 fully vaccinated                
                        persons (including anyone with a medical exemption)
                    3. We are exploring options for in-person worship for people who are not vaccinated.  These           
                        might include live broadcasting our church service, or offering a second service on a          
                        Sunday.  The current restrictions state that only 30 people are permitted to attend a   
                        religious service if anyone present is unvaccinated.  
                    4. If you perform any kind of volunteer work for the congregation, you must provide               
                        evidence of double-vaccination or a medical exemption.  This includes: greeters, ushers,         
                        organists, readers, gardeners, morning tea servers, flower arrangers, office bearers and 
                        leaders of groups and children’s activities, and Church Council members.  This is because 
                        all of our church volunteers are considered to be “authorised workers”.

What to do:

If you are a volunteer – please send the following information to Ray Ferguson or Glen Coomber as soon
as possible: Immunisation Certificate number (“Document Number”), date of 2nd immunisation, and
type of vaccine received.
  
[someone/insert name here] will be at the church on [date] at [time] to receive this information if you are
unable to email it.

If you are planning to attend worship – link your digital certificate to your Services Victoria app or
Medicate Express app on your mobile phone.  If you need a paper certificate, you can print one from
your Medicare online account through myGov; you can contact the clinic where you were immunised
and request a copy, or you can contact the Australian Immunisations Register on 1800 653 809 (Monday
to Friday 8 am to 5 pm).  If you have a medical exemption, you will need to bring this with you to
worship.

If you have chosen not to be vaccinated, or are unable to be fully vaccinated at this time, please please
speak with Ikani as it will assist us in ensuring that everyone participate in worship. This information will
be treated in confidence.

More information:

Ray Ferguson / 0423922112 / rayjulie@internode.on.net
Glen Coomber / 0408175984 / glengeel@yahoo.com.au
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Children's Activities 
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