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BELMONT UNITING CHURCH

W e e k l y  E m a i l  N e w s l e t t e r

Community at

Home

Members of our
congregation,

we need your
input for this

section  PLEASE!
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Lectionary Reading

N o v e m b e r  2 9   2 0 2 0                            P a g e  1

Inside This Issue

December 6 - Advent 2
Is 40: 1 - 11
Psalm 85: 1 -2, 8 - 13
2 Pt 3:  8 - 15
Mk 1:  1- 8

November 29 - Advent 1
Is 64: 1 - 9
Psalm 80: 1-7, 17 - 19
Cor 1:  3 - 9
Mk 13:  24- 37

December 13 - Advent 3
Is 61: 1 - 4, 8 - 11
Psalm 126
Luke 1:  46 - 55
John 1:  6- 8, 19 28

December 20 - Advent 4
Sam 7: 1 - 11
Psalm 89:  1 - 4, 19 - 26
Rom 16:  25 - 27
Luke 1:  26- 38
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Holy Communion Update

As Church members we have all really missed Holy Communion and very much look
forward to the day we will be able to resume this important sacrament. We also need to
understand there are regulations coming in thick and fast from all directions including
Synod, Assembly and the Victorian Government.  Please be assured the Executive and
the Worship Committee are working very hard to work out a plan that suits our church
size and also follows all the directives, rules and regulations.

There are so many variations and possibilities that must be considered but the most
important of these is the health and safety of our members.

There are many ways to keep safe while partaking of Holy Communion.

We are working towards finding a solution that is suited to the layout of our church, the
number of people taking part, and social distancing and "shared food" requirements.

Very soon now we will be announcing our ‘best practice’ way of celebrating Holy
Communion. Rest assured the Communion fast will very soon be over and we will again
be able to celebrate Holy Communion.
                                                                                                             Executive  Committee 

WE ARE BACKWE ARE BACKWE ARE BACK
In-person and online worship service to begin on the 6th

December at 10.00 am 

• Worship service will be conducted at the church
• Worship will be recorded and made available shortly after the service via our website    
and Youtube page for those who can tune in online.
• The present allowable limit of people attending an indoor church service is 150
with social distancing. But we will ensure that the required 4 square meters distancing
will always be observed.

Advent & Christmas Season
• Advent 1 – Sunday 29 – 10.00 am (Online only)
• Advent 2 – Sunday 6 – 10.00 am with Blue Christmas (details to follow) 
• Advent 3 – Sunday 13 – 10.00 am
• Advent 4 – Sunday 20 – 10.00 am,       Christmas Carols – Oasis Group               
• Christmas Eve Service -  December the 24th  (details to follow)
• Christmas Day Service – 9:00 am in-person and online



The worship will start at 10.00am. The Zoom meeting room will be open from
9.30am. If you think you will need help with the Zoom technology please join at
9.30am. This will allow Ben to assist you as needed.

Please also note that the Sunday service will be recorded and made available
through our website and youtube page later in the day.

Belmont Uniting Church invites you to our 
Sunday Service at 10.00am followed by our 

Virtual Morning Cuppa

November 29th, 2020 - 10.00am Service

                                                     
                                                      
Both our Service and Virtual Morning Cuppa each Sunday will share the same link copied below

https://zoom.us/j/97002448188?pwd=U1BROTd4eEQ0QWdTK3RVc1Izc3l0Zz09

Meeting ID: 970 0244 8188
Passcode: 1234

************************************

            
****************************************

What's New on our secure page
this week -
Please go to
https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au,
click on 'Member Area' then put
in password and ENJOY!
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       Pastoral Care Committee 
Convenor: Liz Moss - 0428 579 479
Elizabeth Wood - 03 52434684
Loris Jackson - 0418 334 994
Katrina Haas - 0400 465 023
Brian Couper - 0403 591 635
Neville Funston - 0423 712 398
Ikani Vaitohi - 0432 680 028

New Password
The secure page on our website is for our members access only. In order to maintain the security of this

page, we will change the password access from time to time. The new password will be emailed to those with
email addresses or is available by phone from the minister. 

***********************************  
 

Christmas Bowl
envelopes are 
available in the
church foyer.



Friends, in other times, I would not hesitate in offering you a ‘Happy New Year’ greeting. After
all, it is Advent 1, the first Sunday in the church year. But I am keenly aware that this year has
been everything but happy. It has been quite a turbulent time with Covid 19 casting a long
shadow of despair and darkness over our lives. For most of us, Covid 19 has been and continues
to be a source of worry and fear. This pandemic has put an enormous strain on our financial,
social, emotional and spiritual well-being. Naturally, we may come to this Advent season weary
and sceptical of any prospect of enjoying ‘sunnier days’ soon. 

In our reading from the Hebrew Bible for this week, there is a sense of darkness, despair and
even the feeling of being in some sort of spiritual whirlwind as the prophet Isaiah continues a
prayer started in the previous chapter. There is a bleak picture being painted in these verses. It
is a heartfelt cry rising to God asking for his help as the writer seems to go from one extreme to
another—from questioning to acceptance, from despair to hope. But isn’t that the way when we
feel we are down and feeling disheartened? 

In this instance, Israel needed to hear again the 
promise of something better to get them through 
this dark time as they looked forward to “sunnier 
days” with the promise of light for them and light 
for the whole world. 

There were many searching questions for God 
about where he was and what he could be doing
 for his people, but as the writer gets it out of his 
system by asking the questions and stating the 
reality of where they were at, he comes back to the
 reality of what God had done in the past with a 
recognition of the people’s shortcomings as well as a recognition of the unchangeable nature of
God. We need not be frightened of such honesty before God. From the questioning comes, not
always the answers, but a growing awareness of God around us and his light building up within
us. 

Verse 8 is the turning point, “Yet, O Lord, you are our father; we are the clay, and you are our
potter; we are all the work of your hand.” In the midst of their despair, there is that light; still,
that comes to life in their hope of what God was yet to do. A God who never changes is always
faithful and whose love is new and fresh each new day. The one who had brought them to life
would, like a potter working with clay, work with them to re-create them and, with the fire of
the furnace, fire them to new life and new hope. 

It is Ok that we may not find cause to be happy in the midst of the many challenges we are
facing. It is entirely normal to wrestle with our many unanswered questions and prayers in such
difficult times. The assurance, however, offered to Israel and to us remains the same, that God
listens, then takes us and makes us new. Being people of the light in this Advent season is not
about being people who passively wait for something to happen. This is an active waiting when
God’s people put their lives into his hands and allow him to hold them in the darkness until
they see the light again; that we might, in turn, do the same for others. 

Advent is a season of hope and expectation in which we await the fulfilment of God’s promises.  
In Advent, we await not only the birth of a special child but also the fulfilment of the promise of
a restored creation, a promise of a world lighting up against the overwhelming presence of
darkness. That is why we remain joyful. That is why we remain active - we wait for Immanuel,
God with us. May you be filled with hope, peace, love and joy this Advent season.

From the Minister's Desk

'Active Waiting'  
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This Christmas is likely to be very different for us all because of the pandemic and the
threat of Covid 19. So this year, we put forward two activities that we would like to
invite each member of our congregation to take part as follows: 

Advent Photo Challenge
Inspired by Lynne and our Young People's Program - as you engage with your weekly
routine, you are invited to take some photos that represent the theme of each week
leading up to Christmas. You can send those pictures to Ben on his email
afrokid676@outlook.com. The photos will be printed and displayed at our church for
everyone to appreciate and enjoy.

Candles of Hope & Light
This year has been a very difficult year for everyone. Wouldn’t it be 
great if we could pass on the message of the hope & light of Christmas 
to our family and friends this year. Throughout the season of Advent, 
there will be made available from our church candles with a printed 
message attached. Feel free to take one or a few and pass on the light
 of Christ this Christmas to your neighbours, friends and family. 
These candles will be prepared in a Covid safe way. If you have any 
questions you can email them to Lisa on mon.vaitohi.ccg.vic.edu.au.

Advent & Christmas Activities

N o v e m b e r  2 9   2 0 2 0 P a g e  5  



How would you describe this image?
What moments of ‘light in the darkness’ have you experienced?
When times are dark, what keeps you watching and waiting?

Waiting in the dark : Mark 13.24-37

A Prayer of Adoration 
God, your name is Love, and in your great love you have called us into community with each other.
With you and in you and because of you, we are nurtured in love. Yours is the name that lasts for ever.
Your love reaches into all corners, confirming those who wait for you – that they wait in the name of
Great Love. Amen.

Notes on the Gospel reading
Jesus warns his disciples that life will not always be easy. In fact, he makes it very clear that there are
times when it will be scary and hard. The warning works on two levels. For those listening to Jesus, or
hearing this story in the decades that followed, it is a very real and contemporary one as they lived
through the destruction of the Temple in AD 66–70. But it is also a warning for all Christians, that there
will be times of devastation in life. Jesus makes it very clear that no matter how bad things get, how
many things change and disappear, his words and his promise will always remain.

The story that Jesus tells of servants waiting for their master to return is a reminder that his followers
need to be ready. The use of the word ‘ready’ is significant. It is an active word. We aren’t just waiting
around for Jesus to come back: we have to be on the lookout, engaged with our faith. 
This passage poses the question of whether we will be faithful when God 
seems distant, and hopeful when situations seem hopeless.

Questions for reflection
1.
2.
3.

A Prayer for Others
We pray for those who have waited for years for the dawn... those for 
whom hope seems dim...those whose morning brought the unexpected... those struggling to adjust to
new realities... those whose fires have grown dim... those who are ignoring the signs of the times... those
who are struggling to keep awake...

Live your Faith
Keep a birthday cake candle close to hand. If, at any time, the darkness gets too much for you, light the
candle. Then, before blowing it out, say the personal prayer below.

Watch and Wait 
On a sheet of paper, draw a timeline showing the weeks and months of the year ahead. Think of some
things you are waiting for during the coming year (as trivial or as important as you like) and mark them
on the timeline. Use the timeline as a prompt to prayer for the occasions and any people who might be
involved, and that God will help you ‘watch and wait’ through difficult times in the coming year,
confident in the promises of Jesus.

A personal prayer
God of light and night, you are to be found, whether at dusk or dawn. Sometimes the light seems far,
and the night seems long. May I find comfort, whether in the soft night, or the kind dawn, knowing that
you created both, and you wait for me, as I wait for you. Amen.
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 Belmont Uniting Evening Fellowship
Last Wednesday November 25th at 1.30pm the Belmont Uniting Evening
Fellowship celebrated a first! We held our Annual General Meeting on Zoom.
We thank Ray Ferguson who ran the Zoom for us.

As there are some members who have no access to the internet, computers or
Zoom those members were able to go to the home of a member who could
Zoom and much fun was enjoyed with everyone being able to see each other
for the first time in ages. 

We hope next year will be more normal and we are celebrating getting
through this difficult year with a lunch together on December 3.
 
                                                                                                                 Julie Ferguson

******************************

Community Sharing  

The Uniting Grovedale Education Assistance Program aims to enable all children to commence the
secondary school year with the appropriate uniform and textbooks, or access to digital programs, as
required by the school.  

In addition, funds are set aside to assist with the purchase of graphic calculators for senior students and
extra financial assistance if required for Year 12 students. 

We take applications from late October and conclude with the start of school in the new year. In the last
three months of the school year the emphasis is on assistance to families to fulfil their needs by accessing
secondhand items where possible, and in the new year assistance is given for new items where necessary.  

There is also limited funding for families of primary students in specific need as identified by the school.

The program will continue in 2020/2021 despite the pandemic, however we do expect an increase in the
numbers of families requesting help.      
                                                                   For further information please contact Ros Buckwell 0407 326 023
                                                            ***************************************   

The Advent wreath first appeared in Germany in 1839. 
A Lutheran minister working at a mission for children 
created a wreath out of the wheel of a cart. He placed 
twenty small red candles and four large white candles 
inside the ring. The red candles were lit on weekdays 
and the four white candles were lit on Sundays.

Eventually, the Advent wreath was created out of evergreens, symbolizing everlasting life in
the midst of winter and death. The circle reminds us of God’s unending love and the eternal
life He makes possible. Advent candles are often nestled in the evergreen wreath. Additional
decorations, like holly and berries, are sometimes added. Their red colour points ahead to
Jesus’ sacrifice and death. Pinecones can symbolize the new life that Jesus brings through His
resurrection. Families begin lighting a candle on the fourth Sunday before Christmas, and they
light another candle each subsequent Sunday.

The most common Advent candle tradition, however, involves four candles. A new candle is lit
on each of the four Sundays before Christmas. Each candle represents something different,
although traditions vary. The four candles traditionally represent hope, faith, joy, and peace.
Often, the first, second, and fourth candles are purple; the third candle is rose-colored.
Sometimes all the candles are red; in other traditions, all four candles are blue or white.
Occasionally, a fifth white candle is placed in the middle and is lit on Christmas Day to
celebrate Jesus’ birth.
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DRIVE-THRU EVENT FOR 2020.  As indicated last week, this SATURDAY 28th
NOVEMBER, from 10 am to 11 am

We will be very happy to receive goods 
for COTTAGE BY THE SEA, QUEENSCLIFF and 
UNITING WELFARE, GROVEDALE in the driveway at 
the front of our church in our usual DRIVE-THRU fashion.

COTTAGE BY THE SEA – When children and young people from various disadvantaged cultural and
socio-economic backgrounds come to Cottage by the Sea  for a  live-in camp, they are introduced to
exciting new activities and learning experiences.  At the end of their stay they are given a gift bag of new
clothing, toys and educational supplies to take home, therefore we would really appreciate it if you can
please assist us in supplying the following items:

• New clothing for boys and girls aged 6 to 18,
• including hand-knitted beanies and scarves, 
• purchased pyjamas, t-shirts, socks and undies; 
• school stationery items; 
• teddy bears (handmade or purchased, but not too big).

However, if you wish to donate cash instead of goods, 
this is  OK, as our famous red buckets will be there on 
the day to receive your contributions.  Members of the 
Mission and Outreach Committee will do the buying 
on your behalf.

This particular collection of items for Cottage by the Sea 
partly replaces our THANKSGIVING SERVICE which is 
usually held in May each year, when we collect and 
dedicate the hundreds of beautiful items given for various worthy recipients.
  
UNITING WELFARE, GROVEDALE – In our final collection for the year of non-perishable food we
would appreciate:

Pasta and pasta sauce, tinned fruit, tinned vegetables, 
rice, tuna, long life milk, plus Christmas treats such 
as cakes and puddings (purchased not home-made), 
long life custard, tinned ham, sweets, juices and soft 
drinks; $10 or $20 Gift Vouchers from Coles 
(but not vouchers for alcohol or cigarettes).

SALE OF CHRISTMAS CARDS – At our Drive-Thru 
we hope to have Christmas cards available for you to 
purchase, in mixed packets of 5 for $5 supporting the 
work of Uniting Vic Tas.  To purchase, we will need 
the correct money of $5 per packet, please.

During the last eight months we have had to change many things in our personal lives, including the way
we endeavour to live out our Christian faith and share God’s love with others.  I believe, as a
congregation, we have been very generous and creative in our endeavours.          

WELL DONE AND THANK YOU!                        
                           to Jean Murray and all the members of the Mission and Outreach Committee                                 

Community Sharing  
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G R E A T  F A M I L Y  R E C I P E S

T O  E N J O Y

Recipes from Members of the Belmont Uniting Church 

and the Geelong Community

Community Sharing  
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A day in the life of a school chaplain.

School chaplaincy is offered to both primary and secondary schools across Victoria, and partially funded
by the Victorian government, supplemented by local donations and sometimes additional school
contributions.  Each Chaplain is grounded in their own faith community, and where one is operating,
meets regularly with a local support group.  Chaplains are employed by Korus Connect, and chosen by
the school.  Each Chaplain has qualifications in pastoral care, counselling, or youth work; or other
appropriate tertiary training, and is provided with orientation training, as well as spiritual wellbeing,
responding to crisis, grief and loss, cultural, and theological reflection training.  Chaplains also undertake
ongoing training in Cyber safety, mandatory reporting, and areas such as supporting student resilience.
  
Chaplaincy is similar to, but distinct from other counselling services.  Chaplains provide pastoral care
and encourage spiritual wellbeing.  They support the entire school community, including students,
teachers, other staff, and parents, regardless of belief background.  They provide a non-judgmental space
for students to explore their own beliefs, and to discuss spirituality.  Chaplains do not try and convert
students towards a particular religious view.
  
I work part-time in a primary school in Colac, where I share the chaplaincy role.  Each day has a rough
structure, which needs to be flexible in response to situations as they arise.  Throughout this year I
continued to work at the school during the shutdowns, supervising and supporting the learning of the
vulnerable students who attended.  This gave me the opportunity to build strong relationships with these
students. 
 
The day begins at Breakfast Club cooking and serving toast and Milo to students who arrive at school
early via bus, as well as those students who don’t have breakfast at home.  This provides an opportunity
to check in with each student regarding their wellbeing at home and at school.  If there is time, I also
check in with each teacher, and with the School Principal before school begins.
  
If there are no concerns to follow up, I then drop into the youngest grade, and spend the first hour
providing additional support to the students who need support with their writing or reading.   My class
visits provide the opportunity for me to build relationships with the students, and to let them know that I
am present at the school should they feel the need to meet up for help.  On occasions, a teacher may
suggest that I take a student out of class to have a chat about their concerns.
  
I am fortunate to have a background in family support, mental health, and working with children in out
of home care.  This has been useful in supporting teachers and students this year with issues including,
but are not restricted to, lack of sleep; bullying; anxiety; poor self-esteem; peer relationships; parental
mental health issues; family violence; family breakdown; substance misuse; and student suicide.
  
A discussion with a student may require follow up with a parent, or a referral for outside professional
support.  Occasionally, it is necessary in consultation with the School Principal, to contact Department of
Health and Human Services when there is significant concern about a student’s safety and wellbeing at
home.

Discussions with students may take place in a formal manner in a private room, but can also occur
informally, such as helping a student control their emotions while walking with them around the school
oval; weeding and digging in the school garden; or doing some drawing or craft activity.  The informal
settings provide a more natural opportunity to explore feelings and strategies to address a situation.  
I spend recess time outside in the playground, noting those students who are not involved in friendship
groups, and pairing them with other students.  This informal time provides a good opportunity for
students to seek help without being noticed by their peers, and an opportunity to catch up with busy
teachers. 
 
At lunchtime I run an informal knitting or gardening session which helps students learn other skills as
well as feel comfortable to share any concerns in a less formal manner, and peer mediation sessions.   
During the day the Chaplain may meet with the School Principal, or the Wellbeing team to discuss the
pastoral care of students, and also record case notes to assist my chaplaincy colleague when he visits the
school. 
 
I regularly use my knowledge from previous family support roles, and write parenting information and
tips for insertion into the school newsletter.  Other areas of ministry include supporting school events
such as ANZAC day, Easter and Christmas, Aboriginal cultural events, or holding a memorial service, if
required.  
                                                                                                                                                         Lorraine Leitch.



Prayer Points For the Week

  Prayer Requests:
          

Please forward your prayer
requests to Liz Moss

 by emailing -
liz.moss@bigpond.com
 Mobile: 0428 579 479

      ********************

 Gwen Chapman 
 Jan Cocking
 Bill & Nicole Collins 
 Hugh & Cherry Collins
 Bev & Clive Coomber

Each week, in alphabetical
order as per our Church Roll,
we are invited to pray for 5
members or families of our
congregation. 

This week we are praying for
the following members: 

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
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This week we

pray for - 

Heather Mitchell - We pray for her speedy recovery.

John Stephens - as he continues his new treatment.

Geoff Anderson - for his comfort in hospital and wisdom                   
                                           for his doctors 

Greg Oman - We pray for Greg for a speedy and full
                                recovery from his operation.

For continued comfort and courage for Pat Rankin and the
extended family following the wonderful tribute to John
last Wednesday. We pray for them now and into the future. 

Lord, we ask you to send the Holy Spirit into the hearts of
people all over the world and to fill us with love. Touch us when
we work, sleep, eat, whenever we are alone or in a company. 

Fill us with your power to live and work only for good. Let us
become executors and witnesses of your Love, wherever we are. 

Let your Spirit burn within us and pour out on us love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness, and
self-control. 

God the Father, you created each of us out of your love. May this
awareness never disappear from our sight, especially when we
are at the edge of our capabilities and can only see ourselves. 

Then give us the strength to be able to open our hearts and
invite You to work through us. 

Lord, grant that we
may be kind and
merciful to one

another, that we may
be able to forgive, just
as you, Father, always
graciously forgive us

in Jesus Christ. 



Jeannine and Graeme continue to be at the church each Sunday from 10.00 to 10.30 am and
envelopes can be collected then. Any members may use the envelopes even if you haven’t used
them in the past.  No recording of the numbers will be done so just take the envelopes as required.

Could any cheques sent in the mail have; "Attention Treasurer" on the front of the envelope as this saves
Glen opening them. 
 
1. Direct Debit
Please contact myself or Graeme Allen if you require any help doing this, and so we can supply you
our banking details 

2. PayPal (via Belmont Uniting Church website) 

3. By mail (cheques only - do not send cash)   Belmont Uniting Church    PO Box 480   Belmont 3216

Please DO NOT place money or envelopes in the letterbox at the Church. Feel free to contact myself
or Graeme if you have any queries:  Jeannine Oman -Treasurer - jeannineoman62@gmail.com
0499119101      Graeme Allen— Assistant Treasurer - 0416148080

*****************************
Operation Christmas Child

Belmont Uniting Church members packed ten shoeboxes 

and donated to the Operation Christmas Child delivery 

to children around the world.

The children will receive toys, school items and personal 

hygiene items, along with a note and will hear about the 

Word of God. 

Please pray for the Samaritan's Purse and Operation 

Christmas Child and the children who will receive the 

blessing from Jesus.

I thank each of you who donated to this outreach for 2020.

Kindest Wishes Georgina.

We continue to offer all our young people and
their teachers our love and prayers. 

Continuing wishes for those completing
exams, awaiting results, and making plans for
2021. May God’s peace be with you all.  

The theme of Young People’s Program this
week is ‘Advent’.             Kind regards, Lynne 

Young People's Program
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From the Treasurer

                                                                                                          b y  J e a n n i n e  O m a n



   

J u l i e  F e r g u s o n  -  5 t h  D e c e m b e r
L a u r a  H o l l i n g s w o r t h  -  6 t h  D e c e m b e r   

H a p p y  b i r t h d a y  t o  y o u ,  h a p p y  b i r t h d a y  t o  y o u ,  h a p p y  b i r t h d a y
d e a r  J u l i e  &  L a u r a  h a p p y  b i r t h d a y  t o  y o u .

Please let me know if there are any more birthdays and celebrations
to be included via my email.          

                                                           lynne.rankin@bigpond.com      
                                                                                                                                                Kind regards Lynne

*****************************************

********************

If you wish to contribute to
our Newsletter, please email
Ray & Julie Ferguson at the    
                  News Desk.            
 rayjulie@internode.on.net
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UPDATE ON WITH LOVE TO THE WORLD 2021 ORDERS
                  

SUBSCRIPTIONS are coming in well for next years WLTW
Commentaries which cover the Bible Readings we hear in church
each Sunday.

So far 12 have paid to be part of the Bulk Order which I’ll
complete and send 2 weeks before Christmas.

5 people are organising to do individual orders with Trevor
Naylor in Sydney or choosing to use the App WLW so going
Online.

If you want to be part of the Bulk Order, I will be at the church
this Saturday 28/11 and on December 12/12 and can take your $24
subscription…….10 to 11am.

I can also arrange to pick it up from your home if you call me on
0439 450 707.  Liz Main.



Young People's Group
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        CURRENT FROM  26th NOVEMBER FOR REGIONAL VICTORIA

                                               What does this mean I can do?

Religion: Religious gatherings and ceremonies:
• Indoor: Cap of up to 150 providing a density quotient of 1 person per      
                  4sqm can be met. 
• Outdoor (proximate to a place of worship): Cap of 300 with a density 
   quotient of 1 per 4sqm. 
• Either indoor or outdoor ceremony, not both at the same time.
• No food, drink, crockery, utensils, vessels or other equipment may be     
   shared by participants.

If you have symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) get tested and stay
home. Stay at home if you feel unwell.
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Victorian Premier Daniel Andrews has provided details of changes
to 

COVID-19 restrictions.

 Face masks not required outdoors except
where physical distance (1.5 metres) from nonhousehold members cannot be

maintained,
such as farmers’ markets and other outdoor

retail. 


