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BELMONT UNITING CHURCH

W e e k l y  E m a i l  N e w s l e t t e r

Community at

Home

Members of our
congregation,

we need your
input for this

section  PLEASE!
                                            

N o v e m b e r  2 2  2 0 2 0 I s s u e  3 4

Lectionary Reading
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November 22 - Pent 25
Ez 34: 11 - 16, 20 - 24
Psalm 100
Eph 1:  15 - 23
Mt 25:  31- 46



The worship will start at 10.00am. The Zoom meeting room will be open from
9.30am. If you think you will need help with the Zoom technology please join at
9.30am. This will allow Ben to assist you as needed.

Please also note that the Sunday service will be recorded and made available
through our website and youtube page later in the day.

Belmont Uniting Church invites you to our 
Sunday Service at 10.00am followed by our 

Virtual Morning Cuppa

November 22nd, 2020 - 10.00am Service

                                                     
                                                      
Both our Service and Virtual Morning Cuppa each Sunday will share the same link copied below

https://zoom.us/j/97002448188?pwd=U1BROTd4eEQ0QWdTK3RVc1Izc3l0Zz09

Meeting ID: 970 0244 8188
Passcode: 1234

************************************

            
****************************************

What's New on our secure page
this week -
Please go to
https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au,
click on 'Member Area' then put
in password and ENJOY!
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       Pastoral Care Committee 
Convenor: Liz Moss - 0428 579 479
Elizabeth Wood - 03 52434684
Loris Jackson - 0418 334 994
Katrina Haas - 0400 465 023
Brian Couper - 0403 591 635
Neville Funston - 0423 712 398
Ikani Vaitohi - 0432 680 028

New Password
The secure page on our website is for our members access only. In order to maintain the security of

this page, we will change the password access from time to time. The new password will be emailed to
those with email addresses or is available by phone from the minister. 

***********************************  
 

Christmas Bowl
envelopes are 
available in the
church foyer.



As we are familiar with, in the southern hemisphere, the days are getting longer and nights are
noticeably warmer, and we note that the season after Pentecost is drawing to a close. The words
from the book of Ecclesiastes 3 reminds us that “To everything, there is a season, and a time to
every purpose under the heaven:” 

Our Christian calendar also prompts us that the Church year concludes today. This Sunday is
celebrated widely and is commonly known as Christ the King or the Reign of Christ Sunday. Next
week we begin our new Christian calendar year with the season of Advent as we prepare to welcome
Emmanuel, ‘God with us’, on Christmas day.

Our Christian calendar sets the rhythm of our Christian life and practice by helping us follow Jesus’
life: his birth, his journey to the cross, his death, his resurrection, his ascension, and his sending of
the Holy Spirit to remain with us. 

So, here we are, marking Christ the King Sunday
 on this very memorable year. The history of this
 particular Sunday, however, recalls another 
memorable time. It was just after the First World 
War, and as nations were reeling from the 
devastation of the greatest war of their lifetime, 
powers of nationalism and secularism were rising. Pope 
Pius XI instituted the Feast of Christ the King to
 remind nations and Christians alike that there is 
a higher power, a King that reigns supreme even 
amid chaos and devastation. This Sunday was 
initially celebrated in October but moved to this 
Sunday in 1969 to mark the end of the 
Christian year with the vision of Christ's reign 
supreme in one’s life. 

It is not surprising then that the Gospel reading from Matthew contains vivid imageries of
judgement with a story about the separation of sheep and goats. Most Jews believed that at the final
judgement, they would be rewarded, as God’s elect, and those who had rejected and oppressed them
would be condemned. But Matthew’s readers are here given a new vision of judgement based on
Jesus’ promise to his followers: the first are last and the last first (19.30; 20.16). Finding life means
losing it (16.25); heavenly blessing is for those who abandon earthly comforts (19.29); places in the
power and glory to come are reserved for those who give themselves to humble service (24.30,45-
47).

In other words, Jesus is saying here that the sole criterion for judgement lies in how people act
towards those who are being overlooked because of their status. Towards those who are being
neglected because they are not a desirable company: the hungry or thirsty, the strangers, the naked,
the sick or those in prison. 

As we look forward to welcoming the season of Advent next week, we are reminded of how God
himself made a certain judgement concerning us. That in Jesus Christ, he chose to love us so much
that he becomes one of us so that we may appreciate the depth, height, and width of his love. The
challenge for us, though is how do we translate that love to those around us. 

In our Gospel for this week, Jesus invites us to make our own judgement of love based on our
actions. When we feed the hungry or welcome the stranger, when we give clothing to those without
or visit the sick in hospital or those in prison, we embody the love that he came to show us. When
we respond to the human needs around us, we are doing that to Jesus himself who makes such love
so visible in his birth, life, death and resurrection.  

From the Minister's Desk

A judgement of Love  
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During the worst of this year’s Covid-19 pandemic, who did you want to

King of compassion: Matthew 25.31-46

A Prayer of Approach 
We come to you, Lord, people who are hungry or thirsty, strangers, imprisoned, exposed, knowing that
you have come to us, too, in these same guises. In our brokenness, welcome us. And open up our
defences as we come to you. Amen.

Notes on the Gospel reading
Jesus tells a story of how the Son of Man will separate his people into two groups: one group is
welcomed into his kingdom, the other turned away. And the deciding factor– what puts us in one group
rather than the other – is how we treat other people. Those welcomed into the kingdom of heaven are
those who cared for the hungry, the poor, the sick and strangers. Those who didn’t do these things are
not welcomed in.

Jesus also makes it very clear that when you care for the ‘least’ – people who aren’t seen as important –
you are taking care of him. Interestingly, neither group of people realised at them time that they were
taking care of Jesus (or not). This suggests that Jesus is less interested in people who are good at
following rules but in those who instead naturally love people because they know they are loved by God.

For us today, these verses remind us that it is important we learn to see everyone as God sees them – as
being valuable and worthy of care.

Questions for reflection
1.

       show appreciation to?
   2. When have you instinctively responded to a human need?
   3.How might you/your church/ our society become more compassionate?

A Prayer for Others
For the times when we are sick: may we have healing. For the times when we are isolated: may we have
company. For the times when we are oppressed: may we have justice. For the times when we are
exposed: may we have dignity. For the times when we are mistreated: may we have humanity. For the
times when we are ignored: may we be heard. For the times when we ignore, or isolate, or oppress, or
expose or mistreat: may we change. Amen.

Live your Faith
Carry a piece of cotton wool with you as a reminder to be like the sheep in Jesus’ story – a blessing to
others through their attitudes and actions (and not like the goats, hard-hearted or dismissive of other
people).

An active Advent calendar
Draw (or use a computer to create, and then print) a 6x4 grid onto an A4 sheet of paper. In a household,
have one grid each. Working together or on your own, but with reference to today’s Gospel reading,
think of 24 things that you might do to express compassion to other people. Write one idea in each
space on the grid. Work your way through the sheet during December – ideally one action each day.

A personal prayer
Jesus sometimes I am tired, or I’m preoccupied with other demands. Help me take time, help me make
time for kindness, so that rush can take its lower place, and kindness can rise up. Because you had much
to do – but made time anyway. Amen.
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Pastoral Care Seminars - 2020/21
Rev. Jeanne Beale (Deacon) & Rev. Narelle Collas

The Presbytery of Port Phillip West is delighted to offer a series of Pastoral Care Seminars to our
Presbytery community and beyond. This series of seminars seeks to equip participants with the skill of
listening with empathy – a skill that bridges the wide caverns of communication break-down. Some of
the shyest of people have walked away from these seminars empowered to care for others.

Who should come to these seminars? These seminars offer a selection of skills that have the power to
transform the way we listen to others. They are ideal for anyone who wishes to enhance their pastoral
skills. They have been designed to enrich existing relationships, as well as teach valuable listening skills
that will be of use in all avenues of life.

Rev Narelle Collas and the Rev Jeanne Beale (Deacon) Presbytery Ministers for the Presbytery of Port
Phillip West will be leading these seminars and both have been teaching this material for over twenty
years.

Seminar 3: Story listening: Identifying the deeper meanings to the stories we tell. February and
March 2021.
The third seminar in this series begs the question “Why do we tell the stories we tell?” Story Listening is a
bit like reading between the lines of story. We look at the themes and metaphors in the story to help us
arrive at the deeper meanings to our stories. Have you ever asked yourself “Why do people tell the same
story over and over?” It may be because that person has not felt heard by others or may not have heard it
(the meaning of the story) themselves. When we can help someone unlock the deeper meaning to their
story, they can bring it to conscious awareness and resolve any unfinished business. This is a pastoral gift
beyond measure.

Seminar 4 Conflict Resolution: Dealing with emotions and managing conflict. February and
March 2021. 
In this seminar, we will identify why it is important for individuals to be aware of the way they respond
to their emotions; Naming our emotions is half the battle, the other half is finding the best way to deal
with them. If we cannot do this, our emotions will spill over into a behavioral response: Acting out or
Acting in. When we encounter others dealing with emotions, it is likely to trigger an emotional response
from us, rather than jumping to our own defense or wanting to counter-attack, we have another pastoral
option. Come along to this seminar and learn some clues to conflict resolution.

If members of our pastoral visitors and congregation in general require any further
information and registration details please contact Ikani.

      
Register through trybooking: https://www.trybooking.com/BLUPF FREE Seminars.

*****************************
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 Belmont Uniting Evening Fellowship AGM
Next Wednesday November 25th at 1.30pm the Belmont Uniting Evening
Fellowship will hold their Annual General Meeting on Zoom. We are
thankful to Lynne Rankin for offering to run the Zoom for us but as Lynne
now will be involved with her uncle's funeral the Zoom will be run by Ray
Ferguson. Lynne is providing him with the details and Ray will email you all  
the Zoom information and chair the AGM and voting. Many thanks to you
Lynne. All BUEF members send prayers and sympathy to the Rankin family.

There are a few members with no access to the internet, computers and
Zoom so now that we are allowed to visit other people's homes a little more,
those members are able to go to the home of a member who can Zoom. The
wonders of technology have really come to the fore in this strange year!

All members have been emailed or had delivered to them the Agenda and
other papers in preparation for the AGM so you will need to have them on
hand for the meeting. Also please bring your diaries and have an idea of
some free dates for a Christmas Breakup.

We are hoping a BYO lunch and thermos picnic in a park will be suitable for
our numbers. Looking forward to seeing everyone together again. 
                                                                                                     Julie Ferguson



G R E A T  F A M I L Y  R E C I P E S

T O  E N J O Y

Recipes from Members of the Belmont Uniting Church 

and the Geelong Community

NEWS FROM THE MISSION AND OUTREACH COMMITTEE

I’m sure you don’t need me to remind you that the end of 
November is approaching at a great rate of knots, and along 
with it is our final DRIVE-THRU EVENT FOR 2020.  As 
indicated last week, on SATURDAY 28 NOVEMBER, 
from 10 am to 11 am we will be very happy to receive goods 
for COTTAGE BY THE SEA, QUEENSCLIFF and 
UNITING WELFARE, GROVEDALE in the driveway at 
the front of our church in our usual DRIVE-THRU fashion.

COTTAGE BY THE SEA – When children and young people from various disadvantaged cultural and
socio-economic backgrounds come to Cottage by the Sea  for a  live-in camp, they are introduced to
exciting new activities and learning experiences.  At the end of their stay they are given a gift bag of new
clothing, toys and educational supplies to take home, therefore we would really appreciate it if you can
please assist us in supplying the following items:

• New clothing for boys and girls aged 6 to 18,
• including hand-knitted beanies and scarves, 
• purchased pyjamas, t-shirts, socks and undies; 
• school stationery items; 
• teddy bears (handmade or purchased, but not too big).

However, if you wish to donate cash instead of goods, 
this is  OK, as our famous red buckets will be there on 
the day to receive your contributions.  Members of the 
Mission and Outreach Committee will do the buying 
on your behalf.

This particular collection of items for Cottage by the Sea 
partly replaces our THANKSGIVING SERVICE which is 
usually held in May each year, when we collect and 
dedicate the hundreds of beautiful items given for various worthy recipients.
  
UNITING WELFARE, GROVEDALE – In our final collection for the year of non-perishable food we
would appreciate:

Pasta and pasta sauce, tinned fruit, tinned vegetables, 
rice, tuna, long life milk, plus Christmas treats such 
as cakes and puddings (purchased not home-made), 
long life custard, tinned ham, sweets, juices and soft 
drinks; $10 or $20 Gift Vouchers from Coles 
(but not vouchers for alcohol or cigarettes).

SALE OF CHRISTMAS CARDS – At our Drive-Thru 
we hope to have Christmas cards available for you to 
purchase, in mixed packets of 5 for $5 supporting the 
work of Uniting Vic Tas.  (This depends on receiving 
the cards in time.  They have been ordered but postage 
deliveries are currently very unreliable!!!)  To purchase, 
we will need the correct money of $5 per packet, please.

During the last eight months we have had to change many things in our personal lives, including the way
we endeavour to live out our Christian faith and share God’s love with others.  I believe, as a
congregation, we have been very generous and creative in our endeavours.          

WELL DONE AND THANK YOU!                        
                           Jean Murray and the members of the Mission and Outreach Committee                                           

Community Sharing  
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THIS SATURDAY 
 21st November @ 8:00am

Zoom Meeting

                      https://zoom.us/j/91539971725?pwd=bTZ5cUZndVFiT0VObGliZjh2ZWlKdz09

Meeting ID: 915 3997 1725
Passcode: 1234

Max Ingles can be contacted on 0458 853 752 
Please advise Max of your attendance and also advise if support is required for the

Zoom aspect of the meeting. 
Max will give regular attendees a call to remind them of this meeting.

The Uniting Grovedale Education Assistance Program aims to enable all children to commence the
secondary school year with the appropriate uniform and textbooks, or access to digital programs, as
required by the school.  

In addition, funds are set aside to assist with the purchase of graphic calculators for senior students
and extra financial assistance if required for Year 12 students. 

We take applications from late October and conclude with the start of school in the new year. In the
last three months of the school year the emphasis is on assistance to families to fulfil their needs by
accessing secondhand items where possible, and in the new year assistance is given for new items
where necessary.  

There is also limited funding for families of primary students in specific need as identified by the
school.

The program will continue in 2020/2021 despite the pandemic, however we do expect an increase in
the numbers of families requesting help.      
                                                                   For further information please contact Ros Buckwell 0407 326 023
                                                            ***************************************   

Community Sharing  
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Prayer Points For the Week

Dear God, as we face the demands and expectations of
life, we come to You to find the

grace and power that we need.  As we draw on Your
love and resources give us the faith to know that You

will never let us down.

Dear Lord, sometimes as Christians we are quick to
judge others.  You have forgiven us, let us forgive

others, let us love them and encourage us to help them
without judging them.

Gracious God, we pray for Ethiopia where hundreds
of people have been killed due to the civil unrest
which is happening across the country.  Bless the

Prime Minister and the army that they may restore
order and peace and the conflict may cease.

                                            Peter Woods

  Prayer Requests:
          

Please forward your prayer
requests to Liz Moss

 by emailing -
liz.moss@bigpond.com
 Mobile: 0428 579 479

      ********************

 Richard & Rosslyn Buckwell 
 Muriel Bullock
 Ray & Aileen Bunting 
 Ken & Toni Cameron
 Len Champness

Each week, in alphabetical
order as per our Church Roll,
we are invited to pray for 5
members or families of our
congregation. 

This week we are praying for
the following members: 

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
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This week we

pray for - 

We sadly inform you of the passing of one of Jesus' faithful and devoted followers, 
Mr John Rankin. John was a much loved member of the Belmont Uniting Church and
will be deeply missed by us all. 

John passed away peacefully at 11.25pm on Wednesday November 18 surrounded by
his family. Our thoughts and prayers will uphold Pat, Peter, Gail, Ian, Cliff, Lorraine,
Lynne, John (Qld) and Erril and all their families during this difficult time.

John’s Service of Thanksgiving will take place at the Belmont Uniting Church on
Wednesday 25th at 11.00am.

As we pray for the family and prepare for this service we also remember so many of
John’s extended family and friends who won’t be able to attend this service because of
the restrictions. 



Jeannine and Graeme continue to be at the church each Sunday from 10.00 to 10.30 am and
envelopes can be collected then. Any members may use the envelopes even if you haven’t used
them in the past.  No recording of the numbers will be done so just take the envelopes as required.

Could any cheques sent in the mail have; "Attention Treasurer" on the front of the envelope as this saves
Glen opening them. 
 
1. Direct Debit
Please contact myself or Graeme Allen if you require any help doing this, and so we can supply you
our banking details 

2. PayPal (via Belmont Uniting Church website) 

3. By mail (cheques only - do not send cash)   Belmont Uniting Church    PO Box 480   Belmont 3216

Please DO NOT place money or envelopes in the letterbox at the Church. Feel free to contact myself
or Graeme if you have any queries:  Jeannine Oman -Treasurer - jeannineoman62@gmail.com
0499119101      Graeme Allen— Assistant Treasurer - 0416148080

*****************************

Young People's Program

Operation Christmas Child

Belmont Uniting Church members packed ten shoeboxes 

and donated to the Operation Christmas Child delivery 

to children around the world.

The children will receive toys, school items and personal 

hygiene items, along with a note and will hear about the 

Word of God. 

Please pray for the Samaritan's Purse and Operation 

Christmas Child and the children who will receive the 

blessing from Jesus.

I thank each of you who donated to this outreach for 2020.

Kindest Wishes Georgina.
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From the Treasurer

                                                                                                          b y  J e a n n i n e  O m a n

We continue to offer all our young people
and their teachers our love and prayers.
Continuing wishes for those completing

exams, awaiting results, and making plans for
2021. May God’s peace be with you all.  The
theme of Young People’s Program this week

is ‘Christ the King’ as it is Christ the King,
Sunday.   Thank you to the young people

who have contributed photos for the
‘Kindness’ slide and musical photos related to
Psalm 100 for this week. Kind regards, Lynne 



   

P a t  R a n k i n  -  2 3 r d  N o v e m b e r
A n t h e a  E n t e r k i n  -  2 7 t h  N o v e m b e r

R o n  G r a z u l e s  -  2 9 t h  N o v e m b e r   

H a p p y  b i r t h d a y  t o  y o u ,  h a p p y  b i r t h d a y  t o  y o u ,  h a p p y  b i r t h d a y
d e a r  P a t ,  A n t h e a  &  R o n  h a p p y  b i r t h d a y  t o  y o u .

Please let me know if there are any more birthdays and celebrations
to be included via my email.          

                                                           lynne.rankin@bigpond.com      
                                                                                                                                                Kind regards Lynne

*****************************************

********************

If you wish to contribute to
our Newsletter, please email
Ray & Julie Ferguson at the    
                  News Desk.            
 rayjulie@internode.on.net
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For those who subscribe to With Love to the World you can expect your final 
Booklet to arrive in the next week or two.
So……it’s now time to consider ordering this helpful support for reading the Bible.

There are two ways you can choose to do this for the coming year of 2021. Either 
way will cost the same as there is no discount for bulk orders next year.

                                  OPTIONS
1…You can arrange your own Subscription by filling out the Form INSIDE the 
Back Cover of your present WLTTW Booklet. Send it to Trevor Naylor by the 
end of the year with your $24 Subscription and you will receive your Copies in 
the post when due.

                                       OR
2…I can order for you if you call me by December 11th and we can discuss how you can get the 
Subscription of $24 to me or I can arrange to pick it up. 
LIZ MAIN….0439 450 707. 

Many thanks to Liz Moss for her help in distributing the Booklets during this COVID year when we 
couldn’t pick them up at church.                                                                                                            Liz Main

***********************************



Young People's Group
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        CURRENT FROM  20th NOVEMBER FOR REGIONAL VICTORIA

                                               What does this mean I can do?

Religion: Up to 50 people plus a faith leader may attend an outdoor
religious gathering proximate to a place of worship. Indoor religious
gatherings are allowed with a maximum of 20 people (up to 10 per group,
with each group required to remain FIVE METRES apart) plus a faith
leader.

Funerals: Are allowed with up to 20 people indoors or 50 people
outdoors (not including infants under 12 months of age or people
required to conduct the funeral).

Visitors to the home: Up to two people can visit a household once per
day. Infants under 12 months are not included in this cap, and other
dependents can also attend if they cannot be left unattended or cared for
in another setting. The two people may be from different households.

Leave home: no restrictions on reasons to leave home or distance, stay
safe.

Face masks must be worn by all Victorians when they leave home, unless
they have a lawful exception.

If you have symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) get tested and stay
home. Stay at home if you feel unwell.
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Victorian Premier Daniel Andrews has provided details of changes
to 

COVID-19 restrictions.


