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BELMONT UNITING CHURCH

W e e k l y  E m a i l  N e w s l e t t e r

 

Community at

Home

Members of our
congregation,

we need your
input for this

section  PLEASE!
                                            

N o v e m b e r  8  2 0 2 0 I s s u e  3 2

Lectionary Readings
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Inside This Issue

November 8 - Pent 23
Jos 24: 1 - 3, 14 - 25
Psalm 78: 1 - 7
1 Thes 4: 13 - 18
Mt 25: 1 - 13

November 15 - Pent 24
Jgs 4: 1 - 7
Psalm 123
1 Thes 5: 1 - 11
Mt 25: 14 - 30

November 22 - Pent 25
Ez 34: 11 - 16, 20 - 24
Psalm 100
Eph 1:  15 - 23
Mt 25:  31- 46



The worship will start at 10.00am. The Zoom meeting room will be open from
9.30am. If you think you will need help with the Zoom technology please join at
9.30am. This will allow Ben to assist you as needed.

Please also note that the Sunday service will be recorded and made available
through our website and youtube page later in the day.

Belmont Uniting Church invites you to our Sunday Service
at 10.00am followed by our Virtual Morning Cuppa

  November 8th, 2020 - 10.00am Service 
                                                     
                                                      
Both our Service and Virtual Morning Cuppa each Sunday will share the same link copied below

https://zoom.us/j/97002448188?pwd=U1BROTd4eEQ0QWdTK3RVc1Izc3l0Zz09

Meeting ID: 970 0244 8188
Passcode: 1234

************************************

            
****************************************
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       Pastoral Care Committee 
Convenor: Liz Moss - 0428 579 479
Elizabeth Wood - 03 52434684
Loris Jackson - 0418 334 994
Katrina Hass - 0400 465 023
Brian Couper - 0403 591 635
Neville Funston - 0423 712 398
Ikani Vaitohi - 0432 680 028

What's New on our secure page
this week -
Please go to
https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au,
click on 'Member Area' then put
in password and ENJOY!

New Password
The secure page on our website is for our members access only. In order to maintain the security of

this page, we will change the password access from time to time. The new password will be emailed to
those with email addresses or is available by phone from the minister. 

***********************************  
 

Remembrance Day

A Remembrance Day Service will be held on Wednesday 11th
November at the front of the Church at the flagpole.

The service will commence at 10:50am and conclude at 11:05am
The service will be broadcast on Zoom

Meeting ID: 93482555133
Passcode: 1234

https://zoom.us/j/93482555133pwd=SjlqcmZqTHB1RzFNZmRtdnlYbm9kdz09



‘Active waiting – active working’ 

There is a very famous Nigerian proverb that says, "The spider that knows what it will gain sits waiting
patiently in its web" For us Victorians, who have been subjected to a long and agonising eight months of
restrictions, waiting, let alone patiently is the last thing in our mind at present.  

   But our Gospel reading for this coming Sunday invites us to think deeply about this time of waiting. In
this passage from Matthew 25:1-13, Jesus speaks about the parable of the ten bridesmaids. The main
thrust of this parable is an invitation to see the importance of waiting and remain prepared at all times.
The bridesmaids who were prepared even in the middle of the night were able to witness the coming of
the bridegroom. The foolish bridesmaids, on the other hand, were caught off-guard because they were
asleep. 

   For some of us, I suspect that it feels as though we all need some extra oil, an extra grace or patience
perhaps to get us through this time of uncertainty. How long can we wait to return to total freedom and
normality; if we can remember what normality is? How long can we wait for our buildings to be opened
again? How long can we wait for God's healing and deliverance? 
   
   John Wesley was once asked about what he would do if he 
knew his Lord would return the next day. He replied, "I would
go to bed and go to sleep; wake up in the morning, and go on 
with my work, for I would want Him to find me doing what he 
had appointed." I have witnessed first-hand accounts of both 
individuals and groups doing just that; work on the things God 
has appointed us to do.
  
   Over these past months of restrictions, this time of pandemic 
has allowed us to live out the core message of this parable. As we 
wait, we step out in faith and in love to do what God has appointed by doing good deeds in his name and
sharing the good news and God's resources with those who are in need in our community.

    Our Pastoral Care Committee and all our pastoral visitors have been doing an excellent job in
upholding each other in prayer and reaching out in love to those who need care and support. Our
Mission and Outreach committee and the Accommodation committee continue to work and witness in
amazing ways. The Property and Finance committee's ongoing work in maintaining and support for our
ministry is commendable. We give thanks for the Christian Education committee's continuing work and
support for all our Young People's Group and Oasis. The production of our weekly newsletter by Ray and
Julie Ferguson on behalf of our Communication's committee has helped our church community and
friends remain connected. It goes without saying of the valuable contribution and support of our
Worship committee to the minister and all other committees that continue to offer ministry in so many
different ways. Last but not least, the steady and faithful leadership of the Executive committee, on
behalf of the Church Council, has been tremendous in steering our community through this difficult
time. 

    As your minister, I give thanks to God for your patience and faithfulness as we wait together for the
arrival of the bridegroom. As we wait, may your hope and strength be renewed in the knowledge that
when we engage in service and prayer our lamps are refilled and lives blessed by our loving God.  In the
midst of fear and uncertainty, let us be encouraged by Paul’s final words to the church in Corinth, 1
Corinthians 15:58 “Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the work of the
Lord, because you know that in the Lord your labour is not in vain.”

In Love, Faith and Hope,  
Rev Ikani Vaitohi 
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From the Minister's Desk   



 What does this symbol mean to you?
What is your hope for the future?
How might you help others in a time of grief?

FAQs: 1 Thessalonians 4.13-18

A Prayer of Approach 
God, your wisdom draws us in. It is the bright sun in the morning, and the soft moon of night. Your
wisdom is the dawn and the dusk, the kind opening and gentle closing. We praise you for all your
wisdom gives: strength for continuation; hope for consolation; courage for perseverance; joy for the
journey, and love for all time. Amen.

Notes on the Bible reading
 In this passage, Paul deals with perhaps the biggest question of all – what happens when we die? In the
time of the Thessalonians, 50 per cent of children died before they reached the age of 10. Girls had
babies from around the age of 12, and many died in childbirth. People lived with death as a constant
presence. It was into this context that Paul reminds the Thessalonians of the good news that Jesus rose
again, and so will we.
To encourage the Thessalonians, Paul draws on Jewish apocalyptic imagery and the belief that the dead
will already be with Christ. The imagery and detail of his words help bring certainty to the hope of
eternal life. In verse 18, Paul appeals to the Thessalonians to keep on encouraging each other with these
hopeful words and images.
For us today, questions of life and death are just as relevant. People still question, grieve and wonder –
this year in particular – and Paul’s message of there being a hope in our grief is as valid as ever.

Questions for reflection
1.
2.
3.

A Prayer for Others
Today, God, we pray for those in grief. Someone was living who is now not living, and our hearts mourn
in the wake of their lives and their presence in our lives. May we have hope. Not saccharine, not silly,
not soppy. We pray for hope. Hope that we may live in the light of their great lives, and in the hope of
seeing them again,in the kindness of heaven. Amen.

Live your Faith
At this time of remembrance, send a card or write a letter to encourage someone who needs it – e.g.
someone who is bereaved or struggling to be hopeful in the current circumstances. 

Hope and encouragement
Using squares of colourful paper and tissue paper, scissors, crayons, pens, and sticky tape or pegs, make
a Mexican- style ‘day of the dead’ garland (do an internet search for examples). Cut out skull or banner
shapes, and use pens and tissue paper to produce creative, colourful images. Leave room on each piece
to write words of hope and encouragement.

A personal prayer
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. And I lift up my story, too. My story that has known comfort, my
story that has also known separation, and sadness. I lift up my heart, that has sometimes loved well, and
sometimes failed. In my own days, I have known the goodness of community and the questions that
isolate. And in all these, I lift up my eyes to you, who always keeps me in your gaze. Let me find
kindness and wisdom in all stages of life, both easy and trying. Amen.
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Pastoral Care Seminars - 2020/21
Rev. Jeanne Beale (Deacon) & Rev. Narelle Collas

The Presbytery of Port Phillip West is delighted to offer a series of Pastoral Care Seminars to our
Presbytery community and beyond. This series of seminars seeks to equip participants with the skill of
listening with empathy – a skill that bridges the wide caverns of communication break-down. Some of
the shyest of people have walked away from these seminars empowered to care for others.

Who should come to these seminars? These seminars offer a selection of skills that have the power to
transform the way we listen to others. They are ideal for anyone who wishes to enhance their pastoral
skills. They have been designed to enrich existing relationships, as well as teach valuable listening skills
that will be of use in all avenues of life.

Rev Narelle Collas and the Rev Jeanne Beale (Deacon) Presbytery Ministers for the Presbytery of Port
Phillip West will be leading these seminars and both have been teaching this material for over twenty
years.

Seminar 1 Listening Lab: Rapport Building and Relationship Development. Thursday Oct 29,
6.30 - 9:30pm or Friday Oct 30, 9.30am – 12.30pm 

(Or at beginning of 2021) Seminar 1 is a prerequisite for further seminars This seminar will take us
through the basics of “Active Listening” and then teach participants two pastoral skills to try-out on their
family and friends: simple easy tips that can transform conversations. We will also walk through the four
stages of a relationship and rediscover what is needed to keep our relationships healthy, as well as helping
us to identify when a person is struggling with a relationship.

Seminar 2: Life Commandments: Listening to ourselves, understanding what makes us do the
things we do. Thursday Nov 26, 6.30 - 9.30pm or Friday Nov 27, 9.30am - 12.30pm
 
This seminar helps us to identify the scripts in our heads that control our behaviour patterns. At certain
times in life, some of these scripts can stop working for us, and may in fact become destructive.
Understanding why we do, say or think of things the way we do, can unlock a path out of a confusing
transitional time. At times we will need to break, change or adjust our scripts in order to become an
individual. Seminar two is especially helpful to unlock the life commandments that keep us locked into
certain behaviours or thought patterns. This seminar offers the ability to help shift something that is life -
draining and replace it with something that is life-giving.

Seminar 3: Story listening: Identifying the deeper meanings to the stories we tell. February and
March 2021.
The third seminar in this series begs the question “Why do we tell the stories we tell?” Story Listening is a
bit like reading between the lines of story. We look at the themes and metaphors in the story to help us
arrive at the deeper meanings to our stories. Have you ever asked yourself “Why do people tell the same
story over and over?” It may be because that person has not felt heard by others or may not have heard it
(the meaning of the story) themselves. When we can help someone unlock the deeper meaning to their
story, they can bring it to conscious awareness and resolve any unfinished business. This is a pastoral gift
beyond measure.

Seminar 4 Conflict Resolution: Dealing with emotions and managing conflict. February and
March 2021. 
In this seminar, we will identify why it is important for individuals to be aware of the way they respond
to their emotions; Naming our emotions is half the battle, the other half is finding the best way to deal
with them. If we cannot do this, our emotions will spill over into a behavioral response: Acting out or
Acting in. When we encounter others dealing with emotions, it is likely to trigger an emotional response
from us, rather than jumping to our own defense or wanting to counter-attack, we have another pastoral
option. Come along to this seminar and learn some clues to conflict resolution.

If members of our pastoral visitors and congregation in general require any further
information and registration details please contact Ikani.

      
Register through trybooking: https://www.trybooking.com/BLUPF FREE Seminars.
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G R E A T  F A M I L Y  R E C I P E S

T O  E N J O Y

Recipes from Members of the Belmont Uniting Church 

and the Geelong Community

Community Sharing  
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This article was sent to Les & Heather McCann by a Work Party friend Rev Clem Dickinson.

A fashion or Health statement each century.
HISTORY REPEATING ITSELF

Even old Nostradamus gets a guernsey



Christmas Bowl envelopes are 
available in the church foyer.

The Uniting Grovedale Education Assistance Program aims to enable all children to commence the
secondary school year with the appropriate uniform and textbooks, or access to digital programs, as
required by the school.  

In addition, funds are set aside to assist with the purchase of graphic calculators for senior students
and extra financial assistance if required for Year 12 students. 

We take applications from late October and conclude with the start of school in the new year. In the
last three months of the school year the emphasis is on assistance to families to fulfil their needs by
accessing secondhand items where possible, and in the new year assistance is given for new items
where necessary.  

There is also limited funding for families of primary students in specific need as identified by the
school.

The program will continue in 2020/2021 despite the pandemic, however we do expect an increase in
the numbers of families requesting help.      
                                                                   For further information please contact Ros Buckwell 0407 326 023
                                                            ***************************************   

Margaret and John Russell have collected unsold plants and some books from our
Church Fair over the last couple of years to sell at their annual Church Fair on the
second Saturday in January.

             The money raised is essential to their yearly budget and John has asked 
              our Congregation to again support them for their January 2021 Fair.

             Could our gardeners pot up some plants and all members donate 
             unwanted books for Anglesea? Yes we can!

At 10:30am on Saturday December 12th, if you can help, please bring plants and books          
                     to our church for John and Margaret to take to Anglesea.

This is a great chance to reach out to fellow Christians

Saturday 21st November
8.00am

Zoom Meeting Format 

Max Ingles can be contacted on 0458 853 752 
Please advise Max of your attendance and also advise if
support is required for the Zoom aspect of the meeting. 
Max will give regular attendees a call to remind them of
this meeting.

Anglesea Uniting Church  Fair

Community Sharing  
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There’s time to pot up some plants and sort out books you no longer require. 
If you are unable to get these goods to the church for the collection on Sat 12th Dec, please contact Raye

Pearson to arrange a pickup. Ph 0414431006



  

For those who subscribe to With Love to the World you can expect your final 
Booklet to arrive in the next week or two.
So……it’s now time to consider ordering this helpful support for reading the Bible.

There are two ways you can choose to do this for the coming year of 2021. Either 
way will cost the same as there is no discount for bulk orders next year.

                                  OPTIONS
1…You can arrange your own Subscription by filling out the Form INSIDE the 
Back Cover of your present WLTTW Booklet. Send it to Trevor Naylor by the 
end of the year with your $24 Subscription and you will receive your Copies in 
the post when due.

                                       OR
2…I can order for you if you call me by December 11th and we can discuss how you can get the 
Subscription of $24 to me or I can arrange to pick it up. 
LIZ MAIN….0439 450 707. 

Many thanks to Liz Moss for her help in distributing the Booklets during this COVID year when we 
couldn’t pick them up at church.                                                                                                            Liz Main

***********************************

Community Sharing  
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RESULTS OF OUR DRIVE-THRU EVENT HELD ON SATURDAY 31st OCTOBER

It is nearly seven years since I moved from Torquay to live at Abervale Retirement Village in Grovedale.  
Margery Hobbs, a resident of Abervale at the time, was thrilled to have another Morongo Old Collegian
move into the village and she would often ask if I remembered her from my school days.  I would gently
remind her that because of our age difference she was 15 years ahead of me!  All the same, we had lovely
times reminiscing about “the good old days” as students of Morongo – however, Margery’s even deeper
passion was for Bushikori Christian Centre in Uganda!  In recent years she shared with me many times
her desire to revisit her beloved Bushikori, however her physical and mental health did not allow that to
happen.  Interestingly, I can’t remember ever having had a conversation with Margery that didn’t
include the subject of Bushikori Christian Centre!  She loved sharing with everyone her absolute passion
for Bushikori, its people and its mission!  Margery was truly a most wonderful Patron and ambassador.

How timely it was that our major Drive-Thru effort for Bushikori should take place only a matter of days
after Margery’s death.  This enabled us to dedicate our donations in memory of our dear friend, Margery
Hobbs.  This joint venture with St John’s Anglican Church, Highton, resulted in $4,341.60 being received!  
On behalf of the Mission and Outreach Committee, I express deep appreciation to everyone involved.
Thank you for the generous financial support and the most wonderful team effort on the day, including
those beautiful tomato plants.  The driveway at our church is ideal for the Drive-Thru events!  Only one
driver entered via the exit, but as he is a generous friend from a neighbouring Uniting Church, he shall
remain nameless!

Over recent years, in my capacity as a Lay Preacher, I have visited at least 25 Uniting Churches -
suburban, rural and coastal - and none of them has a drive-thru facility such as ours!  How blessed are
we!  The foresight of the architect, and/or Property Committee is to be applauded!

A second feature of the Drive-Thru event was the collection of non-perishable food and food vouchers
for Uniting, Geelong.  Once again, the response was magnificent!  Rosslyn Buckwell’s car was filled to
capacity with food weighing 186 Kg.  (Uniting weigh the donations as they come in.)  Many people will
benefit from the nourishment this food will bring them. Did you know that Rosslyn has been a faithful
volunteer at Uniting for over 30 years!  Well done to Rosslyn, and our other faithful volunteers!

OUR FINAL DRIVE-THRU for this year will be held on SATURDAY, 28th NOVEMBER, with a
collection of new clothing for the children who attend Cottage by the Sea, including knitted beanies and
scarves.  A list of other clothing (and sizes) will be included next week.  Also it will be our final food
collection for 2020 for Uniting.  An up-dated list will appear next week.

PLEASE KEEP WATCHING THIS SPACE FOR UP-DATES OVER THE NEXT COUPLE OF WEEKS!

Thank you, once again, to everyone who supports the outreach work of our Committee!

                                                              Jean Murray, for the Mission and Outreach Committee  (Ph 52 43 4103)
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Let us remember in our prayers -

Myrtle Barnes - We pray for Myrtle as she continues to do        
                                well at Grace McKellar.  

 John Stephens - as he commences new treatment soon. 

Doreen Stephens - for comfort after a difficult procedure and  
                                  for successful results in 3 months time.

  Prayer Requests:
          

Please forward your prayer
requests to Liz Mos

 by emailing -
liz.moss@bigpond.com
 Mobile: 0428 579 479

      ********************

Prayer Points For the Week

 Geoff & Liz Aitken 
 Graeme Allen
 Lorraine & Robert Angus 
 Avril & Geoff Anderson
 Frank & Loris Barnard

Each week, in alphabetical
order as per our Church Roll,
we are invited to pray for 5
members or families of our
congregation. 

This week we are praying for
the following members: 

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
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This week we

pray for - 

"May the God of hope
fill you with all joy

and peace as you trust
in him, so that you
may overflow with

hope by the power of
the Holy Spirit."

(Romans 15:13, NIV)

Thank you Lord for you are always in
control. We trust your eternal nature to
be revealed in the body of the sick, to
bring peace and healing. Help us in

these times to rely only on your power.



PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES AND FUTURE GIVING.

Envelopes can be collected from the church and are available on the table in the foyer. They can be
collected for you by a friend or your visitor if you are at the church at any time.  

Jeannine and Graeme continue to be at the church each Sunday from

10.00 to 10.30 am and envelopes can be collected then. Any members

may use the envelopes even if you haven’t used them in the past.  No

recording of the numbers will be done so just take the envelopes as

required.

Our Treasurer, Jeannine, on behalf of Church Council, thanks sincerely all of our members who have
continued their giving so generously throughout the whole year, but especially in the past few months
of lockdown.

Could any cheques sent in the mail have; "Attention Treasurer" on the front of the envelope as this saves
Glen opening them. 
 
1. Direct Debit
Please contact myself or Graeme Allen if you require any help doing this, and so we can supply you
our banking details 

2. PayPal (via Belmont Uniting Church website) 

3. By mail (cheques only - do not send cash)   Belmont Uniting Church    PO Box 480   Belmont 3216

Please DO NOT place money or envelopes in the letterbox at the Church. Feel free to contact myself
or Graeme if you have any queries:  Jeannine Oman -Treasurer - jeannineoman62@gmail.com
0499119101      Graeme Allen— Assistant Treasurer - 0416148080
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Young People's Program
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From the Treasurer

                                                                                                          b y  J e a n n i n e  O m a n

We continue to offer all our young people and
their teachers our prayers for Term 4. Best wishes
especially to those who will be completing their

exams next week. May God’s peace be with you all.  
The theme of Young People’s Program this week is
‘Hope’ and is based on Thessalonians and Matthew
25, 1-13,’The parable of the maidens’. Thank you to
the young people who have contributed photos to

the ‘Kindness’ mystery slide for the talk. 
                                                  Kind regards, Lynne 



   

R a l p h  N e y l o n  -  8 t h  N o v e m b e r
J e s s i e  G u i l d  -  8 t h  N o v e m b e r

H e a t h e r  D a v i s   -  9 t h  N o v e m b e r
C h e r r y  C o l l i n s  -  1 1 t h  N o v e m b e r

B e v  D i c k i e  -  1 1 t h  N o v e m b e r
J a n  C o c k i n g  -  1 4 t h  N o v e m b e r  

H a p p y  b i r t h d a y  t o  y o u ,  h a p p y  b i r t h d a y  t o  y o u ,  h a p p y  b i r t h d a y
d e a r  R a l p h ,  J e s s i e ,  H e a t h e r ,   C h e r r y ,  B e v  &  J a n  h a p p y  b i r t h d a y  t o

y o u .

Please let me know if there are any more birthdays and celebrations
to be included via my email.          

                                                           lynne.rankin@bigpond.com      
                                                                                                                                                Kind regards Lynne

*****************************************

********************

RECIPE  FOR  HAPPY  HEARTS

To make these lovely happy hearts, 
take down a bowl and make a start:

To  1 good Cup  of FRIENDLINESS add
       Half a pound of CHEERFULNESS,

       3 BIG SMILES are needed next and 
       please make sure these are your best.

       Half a cup of SWEETNESS will do when added with
       2 large cups of KINDNESS too.

       Flavour with ESSENCE OF PEACE AND CONTENT
       Then add a large PINCH OF MERRIMENT.

       If you want these to rise as though they ought
       Beat together with a HAPPY THOUGHT.

       Always take these with you when you’re able and 
       Dish them out with your biggest LADLE.

       This recipe has stood the test –
       From one who knows  -  IT  IS  THE  BEST.

      

If you wish to contribute to
our Newsletter, please email
Ray & Julie Ferguson at the    
                  News Desk.            
 rayjulie@internode.on.net
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Young People's Group
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        CURRENT FROM  8th NOVEMBER FOR REGIONAL VICTORIA

                                               What does this mean I can do?

Religion: Up to 50 people plus a faith leader may attend an outdoor
religious gathering proximate to a place of worship. Indoor religious
gatherings are allowed with a maximum of 20 people plus a faith leader
attending, with specific cleaning requirements and COVID Safe plans.

Funerals: allowed with up to 50 people outdoors (not including infants
under 12 months of age or people required to conduct the funeral).

Visitors to the home: Up to two people can visit a household once per day.
Infants under 12 months are not included in this cap, and other
dependents can also attend if they cannot be left unattended or cared for
in another setting. The two people may be from different households.

Leave home: no restrictions on reasons to leave home or distance, except
where travelling through a restricted area, but stay safe.

Face masks must be worn by all Victorians when they leave home, unless
they have a lawful exception.

If you have symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) get tested and stay
home. Stay at home if you feel unwell.
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This is an anxious and uncertain time for everyone, and support is vital and available.
For more information about managing stress and support options, call the
Coronavirus Mental Wellbeing Support Services on 1800 512 348 or visit

coronavirus.vic.gov.au.

Victorian Premier Daniel Andrews has provided details of changes
to 

COVID-19 restrictions.


