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Community at

Home

Members of our
congregation,

we need your
input for this

section  PLEASE!
                                            

Sunday  October 4th. St Francis/Animals
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October 4 - Pent 18
Ex  20: 1- 4
Psalm 19
Phil 3: 4 - 14
Mt 21: 33 - 46

October 11 - Pent 19
Ex  32: 1- 14
Psalm 106: 1-6, 19-23
Phil 4: 1 - 9
Mt 22: 1 - 14

October 18 - Pent 20
Ex  33: 12- 23
Psalm 99
1 Thes 1: 1 - 10
Mt 22: 15 - 22

Inside This Issue

October  25- Pent 21
Dt  34: 1- 12
Psalm 90: 1 - 6, 13 - 17
1 Thes 2:  1 - 8
Mt 22: 34 - 46



We will join St. Luke's for worship on October 4th. The service is available on
youtube or facebook from 9:30am on Sunday and is approx. 20 minutes duration. 
We suggest you watch the service at 10:00am so the Virtual Cuppa can begin at
10:30am.

https://www.facebook.com/stlukeschurchgeelong
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJAL8289CyXTVBd-Y8dvT6Q           

PLEASE NOTE  Service Changes 

  For October 4th 

  As Rev. Ikani is on Compassionate Leave until Tuesday 6th October
we will join St. Lukes for worship as noted below.                

                                                           
                                                             

 Our Virtual Morning Cuppa WILL continue with the same link copied below.

https://zoom.us/j/97002448188?pwd=U1BROTd4eEQ0QWdTK3RVc1Izc3l0Zz09

Meeting ID: 970 0244 8188
Passcode: 1234

************************************

****************************************

                   iPad to Borrow
       If you would like to watch our service but do 
       not have a computer, please speak with the 
       Executive as we now have an 
       iPad that you can borrow any time during the week.
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       Pastoral Care Committee 
Convenor: Liz Moss - 0428 579 479
Elizabeth Wood - 03 52434684
Loris Jackson - 0418 334 994
Katrina Hass - 0400 465 023
Brian Couper - 0403 591 635
Neville Funston - 0423 712 398
Ikani Vaitohi - 0432 680 028

What's New on our secure page
this week -
Please go to
https://buc.unitingchurch.org.a
u, click on 'Member Area' then
put in password and ENJOY!

New Password
The secure page on our website is for our members access only. In order to maintain the security of

this page, we will change the password access from time to time. The new password will be emailed to
those with email addresses or is available by phone from the minister. 

***********************************  
 



HYMN 968 in the Methodist Hymn Book 
was a favourite of mine in the Belmont 
Methodist days.   
It is most appropriate for this  
“THEME OF CREATION.” 

Author: John Hampden Gurney M.A. was 
born in Serjeants’ Inn, London, Aug. 15, 1802, 
and educated at Trinity College, Cambridge, 
where he graduated in 1824. On taking Holy 
Orders he became Curate of Lutterworth 
(1827-1844), and subsequently Hector of 
St. Mary's, Marylebone, and Prebendary of 
St. Paul's Cathedral. He died in London, 
March 8, 1862. 

1. Yes, God is good: in earth and sky,
From ocean's depths and spreading wood,
Ten thousand voices seem to cry,
God made us all, and God is good. 

2. The sun that keeps his trackless way,
And downward pours his golden flood,
Night's sparkling hosts, all seem to say,
In accents clear, that God is good.

3. The merry birds prolong the strain,
Their song with ev'ry spring renewed;
And balmy air, and falling rain,
Each softly whispers, God is good.

4. I hear it in the rushing breeze
 The hills that have for ages stood
The echoing sky and roaring seas
All swell the chorus - God is good

5. Yes, God is good, all nature says,
By God's own hand with speech endued;
And man, in louder notes of praise,
Should sing for joy that God is good.

6. For all Thy gifts we bless Thee, Lord,
But chiefly for our heavenly food;
Thy pard'ning grace, Thy quick'ning word,
These prompt our song that God is good.          
                                              Fay Harper

“WATCH THIS SPACE – OCTOBER FUNDRAISER FOR
BUSHIKORI”

Each week during October you 
will be able to read articles in 
the Newsletter about the 
Bushikori Christian Centre in 
Uganda, building up to the 
“big day” on Saturday 
31 October when you will 
have the opportunity to give 
your financial support through 
a Drive-Through Event at Belmont Uniting Church.  We
are delighted that friends from St John’s Anglican Church,
Highton will be joining us in this joint venture.

Due to the COVID 19 virus and the restrictions placed on
us, we have not been able to hold our usual Bushikori
fund-raising events such as the popular film and trivia
nights.  Therefore, we are anticipating a generous response
to our Drive-Through Event!  
Sue and Bill Jennings are 
joining with our Mission and 
Outreach Committee, so we 
encourage the supportive 
members of Belmont Uniting 
and St John’s Anglican to put 
the important date of Saturday 
31 October in your diaries.  
Further details will be given 
throughout the month, but we 
anticipate the Drive-Through 
will commence at Belmont 
Uniting at 10 am. The red buckets will be there to receive
your donations!  In addition, there will be tomato plants on
sale for the early arrivals!  Please bring cash for your
purchases (no change will be given).

The Bushikori Christian Centre is located in a rural village
near Mbale, Uganda, East Africa and consists mainly of a
maternity clinic, Joshua Primary School (grades 1-7),
Christ-centred education, community library and
administration offices.  The committed Ugandan staff at
Bushikori provide a much-needed service to an
impoverished family community, particularly the
vulnerable children who have been orphaned largely
through the HIV/AIDS epidemic.

This is a wonderful opportunity for us to think beyond
ourselves and the impact COVID 19 has had on our own
lives, and to think of others and to reach out in a very
practical way. 
 

PLEASE KEEP ON WATCHING THIS SPACE FOR
FURTHER NEWS DURING OCTOBER 

                   From the Mission and Outreach Committee                             
and Sue and Bill Jennings

 of the Belmont Uniting Church.
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Community Sharing  

October 31



Fay & Wal Harper "Small Plane Flight Holiday Memories"

We would like to share a couple of holiday memories, both being 
flights on small planes. The first occurred on our first trip to 
Caloundra in the September holidays many years ago.

We drove.. so luckily the 2 kids were good travellers, 
they would have been around 9 and 7 at the time.
We soon found out that the best time to swim was in 
the morning as the breeze would strengthen in the afternoon.
So we decided to take a sight-seeing trip one afternoon.
 
Wal was the only one who had experienced a flight in a 
small plane, so he finished in the front with the pilot and 
I was in the back with the 2 kids. We had just left the ground 
and I called to the pilot "Where is my parachute?" He looked around and his look said words such as "I'll
give you parachute." He gave us a CLOSE look at some of the interesting places along the way and I held
Alison and Craig very tightly on every occasion. But all was well and we landed safely!

The second flight to remember was different in many ways. Wallace and I had a beautiful holiday in
New Zealand, a beautiful country. We were blessed with the weather and had booked a trip to Mt Cook
but the day before our trip a climber fell. He was badly injured 
and the air was that turbulent they could not get a helicopter 
in to rescue him. We were there the very next day and there 
was not a breath of wind and not a cloud in the sky! We flew 
to the top of Mt Cook, walked around and took in a fantastic 
view. Two colours! The beautiful blue of a cloudless sky and 
the white of the snow. It was an experience we will never forget. 
On the flight down off the mountain the pilot said, "I'll give you 
a look at some glaciers on the way down. And he did!! 
We had a CLOSE look at a few. But again we landed safely!
                                                                             Fay Harper

Wal's report on his first small plane trip.
My first plane trip occurred in Bordertown. I was travelling the 
area when working for Elders. The client I called on wanted me 
to inspect a mob of sheep and give him my opinion of the wool 
quality. He said that the sheep were on another part of the property 
and asked if I had an hour to spare. I said yes and he walked 
around this big shed and there was this little Cessna.
 
I sat in the back and the pilot and his dog in the front. On arrival 
where the sheep were, he first had to fly very low to chase the sheep 
off the "runway!!" We landed safely but it was very interesting!!
                                                                            Wal Harper

O c t o b e r  4   2 0 2 0                          P a g e  4

Mount Cook NZ

**************************************
The other day I saw a photograph of a mother bird with wings
extended like arms around her two bird babies on either side. At a
quick glance, the babies looked like they were were an extension of
the mama's body because they were enveloped by her feathers.
The mother bird protectively wrapped her wings around her chicks
in the same way God wraps his arms around us.

Friend, rest today under the covering of his wings. Let him shelter
your heart and provide the strength you need to heal and eventually
soar through whatever difficult circumstances you are facing today.
How has God been a refuge and shelter to you?
Can you think of any examples of times where you felt His
comfort?
When we are hidden in His shadow or under His wings, we are protected like a bird from the
elements and from the enemy who hunts us down. (@DorinaGilmore:)         Heather Mitchell  



  Prayer Requests:
          

Please forward your prayer
requests to Liz Mos

 by emailing -
liz.moss@bigpond.com
 Mobile: 0428 579 479

      ********************

Let us remember in our prayers -
Rev Ikani, Moana & Family - We continue to remember
Ikani, Moana and family after the loss of Ikani's mother.
 
The Tiglias Family - rejoicing with baby Isla Rose.

John Stephens - for continuing courage, patience and
comfort during prolonged treatment and 

Doreen Stephens - for peace awaiting surgery. 

Peter Woods - for continuing progress at home.

Heather Mitchell - for patience and comfort following
medical treatment

Prayer Points For the Week

 Lila Schulze
 Ailsa Sims
 Jill Sinclair
 Barbara Spencer
 John & Doreen Stephens

Each week, in alphabetical
order as per our Church Roll,
we are invited to pray for 5
members or families of our
congregation. 

This week we are praying for
the following members: 

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
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This week we

pray for - 

Our home belongs to you Loving God, 
Lord of heaven and earth, this earth, our home

belongs to you.
Give us grace to love it as you do.

Give us courage to give ourselves, as you do, for the
good of all people and all of your creation.

Strengthen us to stand, as you do, with the vulnerable
poor.

Give us wisdom to know when we have enough, and
the voice to say “enough” to all that harms creation

and hurts the poorest.
This earth, our home, belongs to you.

Amen
Credit: Micah Australia

Lord,
Renew our spirits and cleanse our
hearts.
Renew our minds and transform
our lives.
Renew our cities and rebuild our
ruins.
Renew our world, in your name we
pray,
Amen.           Credit: TEAR Australia



PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES AND FUTURE GIVING.

Envelopes can be collected from the church and are available on the table in the foyer. They can be
collected for you by a friend or your visitor if you are at the church at any time.  

Jeannine and Graeme continue to be at the church each Sunday from

10.00 to 10.30 am and envelopes can be collected then. Any members

may use the envelopes even if you haven’t used them in the past.  No

recording of the numbers will be done so just take the envelopes as

required.

Our Treasurer, Jeannine, on behalf of Church Council, thanks sincerely all of our members who have
continued their giving so generously throughout the whole year, but especially in the past few months
of lockdown.

Could any cheques sent in the mail have; "Attention Treasurer" on the front of the envelope as this saves
Glen opening them. 
 
1. Direct Debit
Please contact myself or Graeme Allen if you require any help doing this, and so we can supply you
our banking details 

2. PayPal (via Belmont Uniting Church website) 

3. By mail (cheques only - do not send cash)   Belmont Uniting Church    PO Box 480   Belmont 3216

Please DO NOT place money or envelopes in the letterbox at the Church. Feel free to contact myself
or Graeme if you have any queries:  Jeannine Oman -Treasurer - jeannineoman62@gmail.com
0499119101      Graeme Allen— Assistant Treasurer - 0416148080
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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From the Treasurer

                                                                                                          b y  J e a n n i n e  O m a n

WHERE YOUR MONEY
GOES

Right now, we’re working
with grassroots communities
in 29 projects in 14 countries.

COME SEE THE WORK
Explore how the local

church is a powerful agent
of change.

WHY YOU MATTER
You have an essential role in

healing a broken world.

WHEN A CRISIS HITS, THE POOR ARE HIT HARDEST
“Thank you to our faithful supporters. Your generosity and compassion have changed so many lives.
Every person you have helped out of poverty is in a better place to fight COVID-19 because of you.”

UnitingWorld National Director Dr Sureka Goringe 

For further information please contact - www.unitingworld.aug.au
PO Box A2266 Sydney South NSW 1235



  

N o r m  L y o n s  -  O c t o b e r  6 t h
S u e  J e n n i n g s  -  O c t o b e r  6 t h

D i a n e  I v e s  -  O c t o b e r  8 t h
B a r b a r a  S p e n c e r  -  O c t o b e r  1 0

H a p p y  B i r t h d a y  t o  Y o u ,  h a p p y  b i r t h d a y  t o  y o u ,  h a p p y  b i r t h d a y
d e a r  N o r m ,  S u e ,  D i a n e  &  B a r b a r a  h a p p y  b i r t h d a y  t o  y o u .
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Thank you to those who have let me know about birthday celebrations. I will continue to include these
in the newsletter and will announce them at the service on Sunday or the morning cuppa. Please let me
know if there are any more birthdays and celebrations to be included via my email.          
                                                           lynne.rankin@bigpond.com      
                                                                                                                                                Kind regards Lynne

*****************************************

*******************************************

Young People's Program

If you wish to contribute to
our Newsletter, please
email Ray & Julie
Ferguson at the News
Desk.            
 rayjulie@internode.on.net

We offer all our young people our
prayers and support as they prepare
for their return to school for Term 4.

Special wishes for those who are
preparing for exams.  The theme of
Young People’s Program this week is

‘Animals’ as the 4th October is Francis
of Assisi Day. Thank you so much to
those who have contributed pictures,
drawings, and videos for the creation
series. I have really enjoyed learning
and thinking about God’s beautiful

creation with all of you. 
 Kind regards, Lynne 



Operation Christmas Child Box.  You would have seen in our Newsletter 
of 30 August that Georgina Yates is encouraging  members of the Belmont 
congregation to support the Operation Christmas Child Box appeal this year.  
This ecumenical project sends small  boxes of gifts to children in Third 
World countries.  For more information you can check out the website:  
operationchristmaschild.org.au  or contact Georgina.

*********************************

Oasis, Sharing Creation 

As you have probably read before, when Oasis meet, we start with an icebreaker. Our icebreaker for the
September meeting held over Zoom, was to share a place in nature where we love to spend time. Here
are the places that were chosen. 

Laura said, “Here’s my nature picture taken at Bung Bong. 
They are trees that I helped my family plant over 30 years 
ago! I love spending time there as it reminds me of my 
childhood and the family connection I have to the area.”

 Georgina said, “This is Betlea, Bung Bong and I think that the picture was taken in spring.
I always enjoy being in nature here in all seasons. It’s somewhere that I have known all my life and I
treasure.” 

I talked about the view outside my sunroom 
as I sit there most days to have breakfast 
in winter and early spring. I have really 
appreciated the beauty of my garden during 
lockdown. The lavender was a house-warming 
present from a work friend, Dad planted the 
iris bulbs from the ‘Fair’ and I chose the azaleas.
(There are many more around the corner) 
I love the colour that all of these plants give to 
my garden and the delicate shapes of the petals.  

David shared this beautiful photo from Far North Queensland, 
just Inland from Cairns, of Millaa Millaa Falls. The photo was taken 
back in November 1995, which was a time when Belmont was 
experiencing floods. David was travelling in Australia for four 
months and enjoying all that our wonderful country has to offer. 
You can just feel the spray from this waterfall as it cascades down 
the rocks. What a unique photo: it looks just like a spider’s web. 

It was a joy to talk about God’s amazing creation, and to share all the happy memories that we recalled
spending time with nature. 

**********************************

Community Sharing  
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The Prayer of Saint Francis

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.  Where there is hatred, let me bring love.
Where there is offence, let me bring pardon.  Where there is discord, let me bring union.
Where there is error, let me bring truth.  Where there is doubt, let me bring faith.
Where there is despair, let me bring hope.  Where there is darkness, let me bring your light.
Where there is sadness, let me bring joy.  O Master, let me not seek as much  to be consoled as to console,  
to be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love,  for it is in giving that one receives, it is in self-
forgetting that one finds, it is in pardoning that one is pardoned,  it is in dying that one is raised to eternal
life.



          CURRENT FROM 1st OCTOBER FOR REGIONAL VICTORIA

                                               What does this mean I can do?

There are no restrictions on the reasons to leave home.

Stay safe as restrictions ease by washing your hands regularly, wearing a
face mask when you leave home, coughing and sneezing into your elbow,
and keeping at least 1.5 metres from others.

Keep your friends and family safe by meeting outdoors. There is a lower
risk of spreading coronavirus (COVID-19) between people if you are
outdoors. Groups of up to ten people will be able to meet outdoors.

Restrictions are easing to allow for cafes, restaurants, beauty and personal
care, and some outdoor entertainment venues to open. Restaurants will
open in a predominantly outdoor capacity, with a group limit of 10
people, and density limits.

You must not travel to metropolitan Melbourne except for permitted
work purposes, care and compassionate reasons or shopping for food and
supplies, if necessary.

Face masks must be worn by all Victorians when they leave home, unless
they have a lawful exception.

If you have symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) get tested and stay
home. Stay at home if you feel unwell.
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This is an anxious and uncertain time for everyone, and support is vital and available. For more
information about managing stress and support options, call the Coronavirus Mental Wellbeing Support

Services on 1800 512 348 or visit coronavirus.vic.gov.au.

Road map out of lockdown (Third Step)
Victorian Premier Daniel Andrews has provided details of changes to 

COVID-19 restrictions.


