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Community at

Home

Members of our
congregation,

we need your
input for this

section  PLEASE!
                                            

Lectionary Readings
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October 18 - Pent 20
Ex  33: 12- 23
Psalm 99
1 Thes 1: 1 - 10
Mt 22: 15 - 22

Inside This Issue

October  25- Pent 21
Dt  34: 1- 12
Psalm 90: 1 - 6, 13 - 17
1 Thes 2:  1 - 8
Mt 22: 34 - 46

November 1-Pent 22
Jos 3: 7 - 17
Psalm 107: 1-7, 33-37
1 Thes 2:  9- 13
Mt 23:  1- 12

November 8 - Pent 23
Jos 24: 1 - 3, 14 - 25
Psalm 78: 1 - 7
1 Thes 4: 13 - 18
Mt 25: 1 - 13



The worship will start at 10.00am. The Zoom meeting room will be open from
9.30am. If you think you will need help with the Zoom technology please join at
9.30am. This will allow Ben to assist you as needed.

Please also note that the Sunday service will be recorded and made available
through our website and youtube page later in the day.

Belmont Uniting Church invites you to our Sunday Service
at 10.00am followed by our Virtual Morning Cuppa

  October 18th, 2020 - 10.00am Service 
                                                     
                                                      
Both our Service and Virtual Morning Cuppa each Sunday will share the same link copied below

https://zoom.us/j/97002448188?pwd=U1BROTd4eEQ0QWdTK3RVc1Izc3l0Zz09

Meeting ID: 970 0244 8188
Passcode: 1234

************************************

            
****************************************

                  iPad to Borrow
       If you would like to watch our service but do 
       not have a computer, please speak with the 
       Executive as we now have an 
       iPad that you can borrow any time during the week.
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       Pastoral Care Committee 
Convenor: Liz Moss - 0428 579 479
Elizabeth Wood - 03 52434684
Loris Jackson - 0418 334 994
Katrina Hass - 0400 465 023
Brian Couper - 0403 591 635
Neville Funston - 0423 712 398
Ikani Vaitohi - 0432 680 028

What's New on our secure page
this week -
Please go to
https://buc.unitingchurch.org.a
u, click on 'Member Area' then
put in password and ENJOY!

New Password
The secure page on our website is for our members access only. In order to maintain the security of

this page, we will change the password access from time to time. The new password will be emailed to
those with email addresses or is available by phone from the minister. 

***********************************  
 



Remember, Give Thanks and Live Faithfully. 
I discovered young the joy of letter writing. It was not due to the persistent effort of my overbearing
grade 2 teacher. Nor the estimable feeling of having access to a writing pad and a pencil for the first
time. Instead, it was far more personal -unusual as it may sound.  

On his maiden overseas trip, my dad had travelled to New Zealand on working visas. I was devastated
because I did not understand why he had to leave. As I knew then, New Zealand was a mysterious land
in the sky, far, far away. I took my disappointments to the writing pad. Every week, I would write to my
dad. As I lay down to write, the distance between my dad and I disappeared into the imminent presence
between my aching heart and the tip of the pen and paper. In those moments, I discovered what the
well-known philosopher Seneca referred to when he wrote: “I never receive a letter from you without
being in your company forthwith.” 

Our Epistle reading for this Sunday shares similar close affection
 between the author of the letter and the recipient. It is a letter 
from Paul, Silas and Timothy to the church of Thessalonians 
expressing their agony of separation from them and their desire 
to be reunited again in the future. But in the gap between the 
present and that reunion, the letter lays bare the heart of the 
authors to the church who experiences great persecution in the 
hands of the enemy.  

Two things worth noting (i) that Paul always thanked God for 
them (v 2), (ii) Paul remembers them in prayers. It is a natural 
tendency for people amid pain and chaos to easily forget these 
two most important Christian virtues. A community that 
continues to remember what God has done in the past will 
always respond in thanksgiving.  

Paul and his companions reminded the Thessalonians what they had come to remember about them.
They are a community that embodies the essential core characteristics of a true Christian, and that is
faith, love and hope. Despite their present persecution Paul and his companions are thankful to God for
their faith that is directed towards God, their love towards one another, both within their fellowship and
beyond, and their never-ceasing hope towards the future. They are indeed a community where faith is
strengthened by their memories of their past and they live out their faith in the present by loving each
other and expresses their hope for the future coming of their Lord Jesus Christ by remaining steadfast
and faithful to be a community together.  

We receive these encouraging words from Paul and his companions this week being mindful of the
similarity of our present situation with that of the Thessalonians. The pandemic has caused great
isolation and distance between us and our friends and families. The restrictions have prevented us from
enjoying those things we have come to value and hold as important.  

But similarly, with the Thessalonian church, we commit to being a community that will continue to live
out our Christian values of faith, love and hope even in the midst of this pandemic into a future that
God has prepared for us. We do that by remembering each other in prayers, by embodying our faith in
love through our relationships, and remain hopeful of a future of peace and harmony that is already
breaking through in the death of our Lord Jesus Christ and the ongoing presence of the Holy Spirit in
our midst. 

To my own detriment, I have given up on letter writing long ago since the arrival of computers. But
every time I remember the joy it gave me over forty years ago now, I see and act differently.

In Love, Faith and Hope, Rev Ikani Vaitohi 
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From the Minister's Desk   
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How aware are you of the influencers in your life?
How would you feel if someone saw you as an influencer?
How can your church community develop an ethos which is worth imitating in your own life?

Imitators and influencers : 1 Thessalonians 1.1-10

A personal prayer

Lord Jesus, in my quiet moments, may I offer my innermost desires and yearnings to you, that I may
more and more walk my path in life conscious of you being at my side.
Amen.

Notes on the Bible reading
 1 Thessalonians is the oldest book in the New Testament, written less than 20 years after the crucifixion.
The church of Thessalonica would have been a new Christian community and the letter addresses their
concerns that Paul has not been back to see them. The Thessalonians have a positive reputation and
perhaps were seen as the influencers of their day, being early adopters of the Christian faith and
imitators of Paul.

We read that they were persecuted, but still they ‘received the word with joy’. At this stage there would
have been no written Gospels; instead, these early Christians would have been ‘living’ gospels, living out
a life of hope and love, proclaiming the gospel through their lives.
In our society we can read both negative and positive stories about the actions of Christians. This shines
a light, perhaps uncomfortably, on our own lives when thinking about our choices, actions and
responses. How can we be a positive influence for our friends, family, communities and society as a
whole?

Questions for reflection

1.
2.
3.

A Prayer for Others

Lord God, in our corner of the world it isn’t easy to really feel the pain of persecution for our faith, but
we know that it happens. We pray for those who are persecuted and punished, violated and scarred
because of their faith. We pray for those who despite these things speak out and speak up, and witness to
you, the living God. We pray for the families of these people that they may be given strength and
support in their own faith and discipleship. We pray for those who teach us of you, who unpack your
truths, who explain what living a Christian life is and how to follow you. We pray for those who guide us
in times of struggles with our faith, those who stand by us in times of denial and bewilderment. We pray
for those who are dying in the faith, and those who are struggling to find their faith before they die. For
these and all your witnesses, Lord, we pray. Amen.

Live your Faith
Every time you post something on social media, ask yourself whether it will have a good, bad or neutral
influence.

What makes you, you? 
The mathematician and code-breaker Alan Turing endeavoured to make a machine with artificial
intelligence. That is, he wanted his machine to imitate human responses – hence the name of the film
The Imitation Game, based on his life. How would it feel to have a machine programmed to imitate you.
What do you think it would do? What would you be proud of it being able to do?

© ROOTS for Churches Ltd 2020 www.rootsontheweb.com
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DID YOU SEE IN THE GEELONG ADDY?????????

On Friday 9th October, page 15, our own wonderful botanical artist, Margaret Muffet, 
was listed among a small number of local artists whose works will be displayed in the 
prestigious Art of Botanical Illustration Biennial Exhibition.  This international 
exhibition runs online until 31 December at rbgfriendsmelbourne.org/tabi-2020/    
Many will remember the magnificent exhibition Margaret held in our church hall 
last year as part of Seniors Month.  I am sure that everyone who attended was certainly 
“blown away” (as I was!) by the intricacy, beauty and splendour of Margaret’s art!   
Congrats., Margaret, on this year’s achievement!

As you opened the Addy on Saturday 10th October you would 
have been greeted by the smiling and familiar faces of Julie and 
Ray Ferguson, with their grandson Eddie-Ray, cooking up a storm, 
and giving great publicity for our cookbook.  The compilation 
of this cookbook is our celebration of Seniors Week 2020, because 
we are unable to gather together for any special events.  
Congratulations, and thank you, to Julie and Ray for the huge 
task they have undertaken in the preparation of the cookbook.  
You can view it at buc.unitingchurch.org.au   & see p. 4 to order a copy

WANT SOMETHING WORTHWHILE TO DO??  Just recently I have heard from three different
people in three different circumstances :  “I’ve got nothing to do – I’m bored!”  Never fear!  I have a
solution – that is, if you can knit, and have some wool and needles!
In usual times, through our Thanksgiving Service each year, we support Cottage by the Sea at
Queenscliff with clothing for the disadvantaged children who attend the various programs and camps
at the Cottage.  However, this year is different!  No church services! With the children’s  programs
recommencing in November, we are asking for knitted beanies and scarves for primary school aged
children.  Are you able to help us, please?  On Saturday, 28th November we will be holding our last
“DRIVE-THRU EVENT” for the year, when you will have the opportunity to give any knitted scarves
and beanies, plus purchased pyjamas, T-shirts, socks and undies.  This gives our knitters six weeks to get
those knitting needles clicking and to be involved in some worthwhile project.  So, there’s no need to
say “I have nothing to do!”

“TWO-IN-ONE” DRIVE-THRU EVENT – SATURDAY, 31st OCTOBER
The day of this fundraising event for BUSHIKORI is fast approaching. 
From 10 am to around 11 am you have the opportunity to bring monetary 
donations to the driveway of Belmont Uniting Church.  There will be 
red buckets and smiling faces (behind the masks) to receive your gifts.  
Also, there will be tomato plants for sale for the early arrivals, with all 
proceeds going to Bushikori.  This has been a particularly difficult year financially.  The Geelong
Friends of Bushikori Committees have been unable to organise their usual fund-raising events such as
film and trivia nights due to the COVID-19 restrictions.  Bushikori’s “Richard Stone Memorial Fund”
requires urgent financial support.  This fund provides financial assistance to students whose sponsors
cannot afford the extra cost of tertiary education or vocational training which provides the student with
a skill to enter the workforce.

The second aspect of our “Two-in-One” Event is the collection of 
non-perishable food for UNITING for distribution to individuals, 
couples and families struggling in these difficult times.  Food items 
needed include: spaghetti sauces, large tins of tuna, large and small 
tinned fruit, 1 kg pkts of rice or pasta, canned veggies, small jars of 
coffee, and small pkts of tea bags.  If it is more convenient for you, $10 and $20 food vouchers from
Coles can be purchased (but please ask for vouchers that cannot be used to purchase alcohol or
cigarettes).

For anyone wishing to support Bushikori or Uniting but you cannot physically get to the Belmont
Uniting Church on 31st October to make your contribution, please contact Rosslyn Buckwell on 0407
326 023 or myself on 52 43 4103 to arrange a person to pick up your donation from your home.
THANK YOU to everyone for your continued interest and support.
                                                                                          Jean Murray, for the Mission and Outreach Committee

 g r a n d m a ' s
   s p e c i a l
  c o o k b o o k

Community Sharing  

G R E A T  F A M I L Y  R E C I P E S

T O  E N J O Y

Recipes from Members of the Belmont Uniting Church 

and the Geelong Community



"Mummy, Michael's lin-ger-ing!!" From far down the beach came the musical cry of Michael's little
sister. She was trudging along ahead of her brother, holding a tiny bucket of seashells.
Michael was always lingering. He loved the beach with all its wonders. He had stopped to stare at some
small crabs beside a little rock pool. How quickly they moved. How pretty they were.
Finally, leaving the crabs, he moved on a little up the beach and there it was! He'd found his favourite
beach shell...a clicker. That was what he called a bivalve. In fairness it did look like castanets that he
played to music and if you were very careful you could click the shell together too. Placing his new
treasure in his bucket he headed towards his sister but stopped again to carefully study a magical piece
of green seaweed. How pretty it was. Where had it been? What had it seen on its journey to the shore?
Replacing the treasure on the sand he again moved towards his sister who was insistently calling to him.
Why did she move so fast? Why doesn't she linger over all the treasures the beach has to offer?
His sister once again called out, "Mummy, Michael's still lin-ger-ing!!" I looked down the beach at his
faraway figure... loving the beach and its treasures and studying it all so carefully.
I felt my heart warm and fill with love for this treasure...my precious treasure! I love his excitement, his
gentleness, his love of little creatures and his love of learning.
Please, dear God, I prayed, let Michael linger and linger and linger. We all need to learn how to linger.
 
Many years later when recalling those days on the beach I would remember how important they
were....how precious. 
With all the ups and downs of life since then I would yearn for those simpler days...days of pure
excitement over simple creatures and shells on the beach.
I would be happy to again hear little voices saying "Look Mummy! See, I found a clicker. I saw a little
crab. Why does the water come in and go out?"
In the face of all the days to come and the eternal peace we hope for, let me hear echoing down the
years, the haunting, musical cry of Michael's little sister,"Mummy, Michael's lin-ger-ing!!"
                                                                                                                                                      Julie Ferguson 

***************************************

Community Sharing  
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Mental Health Matters

Rev Fiona Bottcher [Deacon]

I struggle to find the words to describe those
times when I’m wondering, and mulling, and
thinking, and looking for answers - feeling
disoriented and confused - and then, out of
nowhere, an answer appears from the most
unexpected places.
God moments?
Often when I’m desperately looking, or
longing, for something; perhaps a sense of
direction, or some kind of affirmation, I
almost always get it from exactly the place I
would least expect it! Or more specifically, 

the people I would least expect to receive it
from. And because it’s from, well, exactly
where I didn’t expect to hear it, it lands with a
gravity I don’t think it could if it came from
mentors, scholars or any of the “great thinkers”.
I whisper, thank you God.
We often look to those who have some kind of
status, or authority, for wisdom and yet it’s the
wisdom given selflessly from the depths of real
human experience that often stirs us to the
core.
Saint Ephraim El-Souriani (The Syrian) said:
“Inside the meek and humble man, the spirit of
wisdom rests” and the more I work with those
in the margins, the more I find this to be true.



Let us remember in our prayers -

Colin Fyffe - We pray for Colin and the Fyffe family in this
dificult time  
The Willet Family - we continue to remember the Willet
family in their loss
Myrtle Barnes - We pray for Myrtle for a speedy recovery
from her operation
John Rankin - We give thanks that John has now returned
home from hospital and we pray for his ongoing recovery  

Mary Gleghorn - for a speedy recovery from her illness.

John Stephens - for continuing courage and comfort. 

Doreen Stephens - for peace awaiting surgery. 

Peter Woods - for continuing progress at home.

Len Champness -on the passing of his daughter-in-law Jill.

***********************

Dear Father God, 
Thank You for Your unfailing love for us, Your
blessings, and goodness. Thank You for Your

faithfulness to guide us and see us through times of
uncertainty, for lifting us up, and setting us on high.
Thank You for Scripture that comforts and reminds
us of Your promises, plan, and provision. Thank you
for taking away our fears and worries, the what-ifs,
and reminding us that our help comes from You. 

In Christ’s Name, Amen. 

  Prayer Requests:
          

Please forward your prayer
requests to Liz Mos

 by emailing -
liz.moss@bigpond.com
 Mobile: 0428 579 479

      ********************

Prayer Points For the Week

 Ikani, Moana, Benjamin,
Monalisa, Siale, Fane, Viliami 
 Maureen Vivian
 Isobel Wallace 
 Sharon Welgus
 Marlene & John Wilson

Each week, in alphabetical
order as per our Church Roll,
we are invited to pray for 5
members or families of our
congregation. 

This week we are praying for
the following members: 

1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
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This week we

pray for - 

God, sometimes life gets us
down and we find it hard to see
things to be thankful for. Open
our eyes to see the gifts you’ve

given us in our lives. We are
going to start by thanking you

for loving us enough to come to
earth and die so we can live

together forever. Amen. 



PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES AND FUTURE GIVING.

Envelopes can be collected from the church and are available on the table in the foyer. They can be
collected for you by a friend or your visitor if you are at the church at any time.  

Jeannine and Graeme continue to be at the church each Sunday from

10.00 to 10.30 am and envelopes can be collected then. Any members

may use the envelopes even if you haven’t used them in the past.  No

recording of the numbers will be done so just take the envelopes as

required.

Our Treasurer, Jeannine, on behalf of Church Council, thanks sincerely all of our members who have
continued their giving so generously throughout the whole year, but especially in the past few months
of lockdown.

Could any cheques sent in the mail have; "Attention Treasurer" on the front of the envelope as this saves
Glen opening them. 
 
1. Direct Debit
Please contact myself or Graeme Allen if you require any help doing this, and so we can supply you
our banking details 

2. PayPal (via Belmont Uniting Church website) 

3. By mail (cheques only - do not send cash)   Belmont Uniting Church    PO Box 480   Belmont 3216

Please DO NOT place money or envelopes in the letterbox at the Church. Feel free to contact myself
or Graeme if you have any queries:  Jeannine Oman -Treasurer - jeannineoman62@gmail.com
0499119101      Graeme Allen— Assistant Treasurer - 0416148080
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Young People's Program
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From the Treasurer

                                                                                                          b y  J e a n n i n e  O m a n

We offer all our young people our
prayers as they return to school for
Term 4, and are so thankful that all
children and young people are now
able to return to the school on site.
  
Special wishes to those who are
preparing for exams. 

The theme of the Young People’s
Program this week is ‘Paul’s
Journeys’. 
 
Please feel free to send me any
questions, art work, photo’s or
stories to share.

 Kind regards, Lynne 



                                         Executive Committee update

Eight months ago we did not imagine that the COVID restrictions would still be in place.  Disinfecting
supermarket trollies and using hand sanitiser is now normal when you go shopping.  Many of us keep a
few extra face masks in the car “just in case”, and we have learned to stay 1.5 metres away from each other
as a matter of course.

As a congregation we have had to find different ways to continue engaging in mission and ministry.   

                              • Our Mission & Outreach Committee ran a very successful drive-through fundraiser in            
                                 support of Frontier Services and are planning other events.
                              • Many members of the congregation contributed recipes and memories to our virtual             
                                 cookbook as part of Seniors Month – many thanks to Ray and Julie Ferguson for           
                                 coordinating this event.
                              • Our Pastoral Care Committee and Pastoral Visitors have found new ways to keep in      
                                 touch with our members.
                              • Our new weekly newsletter has helped us stay connected to each other.

We also extend our thanks to the wider church; to St Luke’s UC for enabling us to join their Sunday
morning broadcasts during Rev. Ikani’s recent leave, and to our Presbytery Ministers Rev Narelle Collas
and Rev Jeanne Beale for their assistance during this time.

Many thanks to our Property Committee for their continued maintenance of our buildings and grounds,
particularly to those on the mowing roster – the warm weather and rain seem to be making the grass
grow at a phenomenal rate!

Many of us have mastered Zoom so we can meet together for morning tea in comfort of our own homes.  
We have also run a test to see how practical it is to hold a formal Church Council meeting by Zoom, and
some of our members recently participated in a Zoom child safety training session run by Presbytery.

We continue to find new ways of being the church, and bearing witness to the gospel.  Thanks be to God!

Glen Coomber
Secretary, Church Council

A prayer by Dr Deidre Palmer – President of the Uniting Church in Australia

Gracious and loving God,
You call us to love you with our whole being, 
and to love our neighbours as ourselves.
At this time of upheaval and distress for nations and people across our world, 
may your love hold us together.
May your love be the lens 
through which we see each other and your world.
Lord Jesus Christ, you are present with us, 
as one who knows our suffering, 
bring comfort and peace to all those 
who are grieving the loss of loved ones, 
work, connection and hope for the future.
May we embody your compassion – 
responding to the suffering of our neighbours, 
our families, our friends, and strangers with generosity.
Life-giving Spirit, you weave us together as the Body of Christ, 
strengthen our life together, 
even though we are physically separated.
Nurture us in faith and discipleship,
that we may bear witness through our living, 
to your abundant grace and liberating hope for all people, 
and the whole creation.
Through Christ our Life and Hope, we pray. Amen.
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H a z e l  B r e g u e t  -  O c t o b e r  1 5 t h
( C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  o n  j o i n i n g  t h e  e l i t e  9 0 ' s  C l u b )

B r i a n  W o o d  -  O c t o b e r  1 9 t h
( C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  B r i a n  o n  r e a c h i n g  t h e  y o u n g  a g e  o f  8 0 )

R o d  L e i t c h  -  O c t o b e r  1 9 t h
T r o y  O m a n  -  O c t o b e r  2 1 s t

! ! ! N E W S  F L A S H ! ! !
    F r o m  t h e  N e w s  D e s k  -  A  h a p p y  b i r t h d a y  t o  o u r  B i r t h d a y  J o u r n a l i s t

L y n n e  R a n k i n  -  O c t o b e r  1 9 t h

H a p p y  b i r t h d a y  t o  y o u ,  h a p p y  b i r t h d a y  t o  y o u ,  h a p p y  b i r t h d a y
d e a r  H a z e l , B r i a n ,  R o d , T r o y  &  L y n n e  h a p p y  b i r t h d a y  t o  y o u .

How To Order Your Cookbook

 As mentioned in the August newsletters, hard copies of 'grandma's special
cookbook' will be available in November. The good news is they are FREE! 

but they are limited. You can order by 
emailing at grandmasspecialcookbook@gmail.com

or calling either
 Ray 0423 922 112    or

 Julie 0418 996  592
 

If you wish to contribute to
our Newsletter, please email
Ray & Julie Ferguson at the    
                  News Desk.            
 rayjulie@internode.on.net

Please let me know if there are any more birthdays and celebrations to be
included via my email.          

                                                           lynne.rankin@bigpond.com      
                                                                                                                                                Kind regards Lynne

*****************************************
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          CURRENT FROM  15th OCTOBER FOR REGIONAL VICTORIA

                                               What does this mean I can do?

There are no restrictions on the reasons to leave home.

Stay safe as restrictions ease by washing your hands regularly, wearing a
face mask when you leave home, coughing and sneezing into your elbow,
and keeping at least 1.5 metres from others.

Keep your friends and family safe by meeting outdoors. There is a lower
risk of spreading coronavirus (COVID-19) between people if you are
outdoors. Groups of up to ten people will be able to meet outdoors.

Restrictions are easing to allow for cafes, restaurants, beauty and personal
care, and some outdoor entertainment venues to open. Restaurants will
open in a predominantly outdoor capacity, with a group limit of 10
people, and density limits.

You must not travel to metropolitan Melbourne except for permitted
work purposes, care and compassionate reasons or shopping for food and
supplies, if necessary.

Face masks must be worn by all Victorians when they leave home, unless
they have a lawful exception.

If you have symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) get tested and stay
home. Stay at home if you feel unwell.
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This is an anxious and uncertain time for everyone, and support is vital and available. For more
information about managing stress and support options, call the Coronavirus Mental Wellbeing Support

Services on 1800 512 348 or visit coronavirus.vic.gov.au.

Road map out of lockdown (Third Step)
Victorian Premier Daniel Andrews has provided details of changes to 

COVID-19 restrictions.


