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Lectionary Readings

 

Community at

Home

Members of our
congregation,

we need your
input for this

section  PLEASE!
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October 11 - Pent 19
Ex  32: 1- 14
Psalm 106: 1-6, 19-23
Phil 4: 1 - 9
Mt 22: 1 - 14

October 18 - Pent 20
Ex  33: 12- 23
Psalm 99
1 Thes 1: 1 - 10
Mt 22: 15 - 22

Inside This Issue

October  25- Pent 21
Dt  34: 1- 12
Psalm 90: 1 - 6, 13 - 17
1 Thes 2:  1 - 8
Mt 22: 34 - 46

November 1-Pent 22
Jos 3: 7 - 17
Psalm 107: 1-7, 33-37
1 Thes 2:  9- 13
Mt 23:  1- 12

Phil 4:4 



The worship will start at 10.00am. The Zoom meeting room will be open from
9.30am. If you think you will need help with the Zoom technology please join at
9.30am. This will allow Ben to assist you as needed.

Please also note that the Sunday service will be recorded and made available
through our website and youtube page later in the day.

Belmont Uniting Church invites you to our Sunday Service
at 10.00am followed by our Virtual Morning Cuppa

  October 11th, 2020 - 10.00am Service 
                                                     
                                                      
Both our Service and Virtual Morning Cuppa each Sunday will share the same link copied below

https://zoom.us/j/97002448188?pwd=U1BROTd4eEQ0QWdTK3RVc1Izc3l0Zz09

Meeting ID: 970 0244 8188
Passcode: 1234

************************************

            
****************************************

                  iPad to Borrow
       If you would like to watch our service but do 
       not have a computer, please speak with the 
       Executive as we now have an 
       iPad that you can borrow any time during the week.

O c t o b e r  1 1   2 0 2 0 P a g e  2

       Pastoral Care Committee 
Convenor: Liz Moss - 0428 579 479
Elizabeth Wood - 03 52434684
Loris Jackson - 0418 334 994
Katrina Hass - 0400 465 023
Brian Couper - 0403 591 635
Neville Funston - 0423 712 398
Ikani Vaitohi - 0432 680 028

What's New on our secure page
this week -
Please go to
https://buc.unitingchurch.org.a
u, click on 'Member Area' then
put in password and ENJOY!

New Password
The secure page on our website is for our members access only. In order to maintain the security of

this page, we will change the password access from time to time. The new password will be emailed to
those with email addresses or is available by phone from the minister. 

***********************************  
 



                                                        Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,
One of my favourite bible verses is Psalm 138 and in it there are these words. 1.“I give you thanks, O
Lord, with my whole heart, before the gods I sing your praise; 2. I bow down toward your holy temple
and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness; for you have exalted your
name and your word above everything. 3. On the day I called, you answered me, you increased my
strength of soul.
These words fill my heart with praise and thanksgiving as my family and I re-join our community after
a short time away. The sentiments expressed in this Psalm make it explicit that something must have
happened that stirs David's wholehearted praise for God’s faithfulness to him and his people. Whatever
that may be for David may not be fully known, but his words have spoken volumes to my sense of
gratefulness and thanks for God’s continued faithfulness to us in this time of the pandemic.  

Firstly, with profound gratitude and sincere thanks, I wish to express our family’s heartfelt appreciation
for all the prayers and support offered to us in the passing of my beloved mother ‘Ana Langikovi Letio
Vaitohi. We were incredibly humbled but not surprised by your generous gestures of love and support
that we received, which were a great source of comfort, reassurance and peace during these past few
weeks.  

As you may be aware, just before the COVID 19 struck, my mother went to visit my sister in Brisbane
and fell sick shortly after. After undertaking many tests, mum was diagnosed with lung cancer, and
shortly thereafter, she was made palliative. Because of her condition and the COVID 19 restrictions, my
dad and the rest of the children who are mostly here in Victoria were not able to visit her. However, I
received an exemption from the Queensland government to enter Brisbane but to quarantine for 14
days. 

Although I was able to visit her four times during my time of quarantine, she passed away peacefully
before my time in quarantine was completed. It was hard to watch her Thanksgiving Service from my
hotel room. I am grateful, however, that I was able to accompany her home to Melton, where we bid
mum our final farewell and ‘Ana was buried next to my sister at the Melton Cemetery.  

At any time, saying goodbye to a loved one is never easy, let alone in this pandemic time. Our
community is not immune and has not been spared the heartaches of saying farewell to our members
in the context of this pandemic restrictions. This week we especially hold in our thoughts and prayers
the Willet family as they farewelled Allan Willet  Friday 9th of October in a private service at Tuckers
Funeral. 
Secondly, my sincere and heartfelt thanks and gratitude is here expressed to each one of YOU - our
Church family. COVID 19 has brought so much disruption and stress to us in so many ways. Yet, when
we distil the drowning noises of panic and alarm associated with such an unprecedented time, we
continue to witness places in both our personal and corporate life where God is actively reaching out to
us. God is active in the midst of the coronavirus through your actions, through the love and care
expressed to each other, through phone calls and gestures of hospitality offered voluntarily, through
those who maintain connections with our isolated friends by the weekly production of our newsletter,
your continued financial generosity in this global economic downturn has been a miracle in its own
right. For this and more, I return to ministry this week with a renewed sense of optimism and
thanksgiving as expressed by David in his Psalm. 
What more can I say but to “…give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart before the gods I sing your
praise; 2. I bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and
your faithfulness.       
 I want to conclude by sharing a story Corrie ten Boom in The Hiding Place relates an incident that
taught her always to be thankful. She and her sister, Betsy, had just been transferred to the worst
German prison camp they had seen yet, Ravensbruck. On entering the barracks, they found them
extremely overcrowded and flea-infested.
That morning, their Scripture reading in 1 Thessalonians had reminded them to rejoice always, pray
constantly, and give thanks in all circumstances. Betsy told Corrie to stop and thank the Lord for every
detail of their new living quarters. Corrie at first flatly refused to give thanks for the fleas, but Betsy
persisted, and Corrie finally succumbed to her pleadings. During the months spent at that camp, they
were surprised to find how openly they could hold Bible study and prayer meetings without guard
interference. It was not until several months later that they learned the reason the guards would not
enter the barracks was because of the fleas.

May we continue to give thanks to our faithful God in all things!

Peace, Love and Grace,          Rev Ikani Vaitohi and family
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From the Minister's Desk   



THANK YOU FOR STILL WATCHING THIS SPACE!

FURTHER NEWS ON OUR FORTHCOMING DRIVE-THRU

As indicated in last week’s newsletter, a special DRIVE-THRU EVENT 
will be held at BELMONT UNITING CHURCH on SATURDAY, 
31 OCTOBER, FROM 10 am.  This is a major fund-raiser for 
BUSHIKORI CHRISTIAN CENTRE, replacing the usual film 
and trivia nights which can’t be held this year because of COVID-19 
restrictions.  Members of St John’s Anglican Church are joining with 
Belmont Uniting Church in this combined effort.

The driveway at the front of the Belmont Uniting Church, 
Thomson Street, (opposite Coles carpark) is ideal for a 
drive-thru event, enabling us to maintain social distancing 
and minimum contact.  Everyone attending is required to 
wear a suitable mask, please.  Red buckets will be there to 
receive your donations, so there is no need to get out of 
your car!  Tomato plants will be available (while supplies last) 
for purchase through your car window.  A warm smile will 
welcome you, even though it will be hidden behind a mask!

The Bushikori Christian Centre, located in a rural village near Mbale, Uganda, East Africa, last year
celebrated its 25 years of mission achievements.  ANNE LEAH WANDENDEYA, the Executive Director,
wrote in her 2019 annual report:  “In essence this mission started in 1980 as an orphanage and along the
years it has evolved into a credible organization that has established various projects that directly respond
to the needs of our community…… Our work in Bushikori Christian Centre for over 25 years is evidenced
with thrilling testimonies of children, their parents, guardians and communities that have benefited
especially through education, sponsorship, medical services and outreaches that we offer to people on a
daily basis…….. In 2019 we have 399 children on the sponsorship programme.  58 students in tertiary
education, 40 in vocational schools, 140 in secondary schools and 99 pupils at primary level.”

Do you remember the “Two in One” ice creams we enjoyed years ago?  Well, we have a “Two in One”
opportunity for you on 31 October.   No, sorry not ice creams!  AN ADDITIONAL ASPECT TO THIS
DRIVE-THRU EVENT is that you will have the opportunity to donate non-perishable food for
distribution to the needy through UNITING, GROVEDALE.  Boxes and a car boot will be there to receive
any donations from anyone wishing to participate.  (This has come about in response to enquiries from
Belmont UC members who normally bring food items for UNITING to church each Sunday.)  Suitable
food items will be listed in next week’s newsletter.

SO, PLEASE KEEP ON WATCHNG THIS SPACE FOR FURTHER NEWS NEXT WEEK!

From the Mission and Outreach Committee, Sue and Bill Jennings (Bushikori Committee) of the Belmont Uniting
Church.                                                 Enquiries to Jean Murray, Ph 52 43 4103

****************************
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Community Sharing  

October 31

Have you had a kindness shown?
Pass it on!

'twas not given for thee alone:
Pass it on!

let it travel down the years,
let it wipe another's tears,

till in heav'n the deed appears
Pass it on!

Did you hear the loving word?
Pass it on!

like the singing of a bird?
Pass it on!

let its music live and grow,
let it cheer another's woe;

you have reaped what others sow
Pass it on!

'Twas the sunshine of a smile,
Pass it on!

staying but a little while!
Pass it on!

April beams, the little thing,
still it wakes the flowers of spring,

makes the silent birds to sing
Pass it on!

Be not selfish in thy greed,
Pass it on!

look upon thy brother's need,
Pass it on!

live for self, you live in vain;
live for Christ, you live again;

live for Him, with Him you reign
                                   Pass it on!       Elizabeth Wood



Griswold Vacation

My most memorable trip, for all the wrong reasons, was to Central Australia almost 
50 years ago! It departed Ballarat Teachers College on Friday 13th August around 
midnight! Our “tour” bus was about 5 hours late arriving from Melbourne due to 
mechanical problems! Not a good omen! We left Ballarat around midnight and rattled, 
non stop through the night arriving in Mildura just on dawn. With no comfort 
facilities onboard, there was a stampede to exit at the toilet block!

It was late evening when we finally pulled off the road to set up camp. Fortunately the full moon allowed
us to see. The clear sky and stillness was an ominous sign that it was going to be a very cold and frosty
night! Nothing had prepared me for just how cold! I had layer upon layer and finally dozed off only to be
brought from my slumber by the distant rumbling of a train. Unfortunately that rumble grew as it
approached our camp site! Not a sound from within our tents as we waited, with bated breath! We had no
idea where the track was! Finally, to our relief, it thundered past (not through,) our tents! Morning
inspection revealed the track only about 20 metres from us!

Our driver was obviously unfamiliar ( inexperienced) with the unsealed 
outback roads. He ignored the sign warning to slow down at a corner due to 
the wrong gradient of the road! Consequently the bus failed to negotiate the 
bend and we rattled off for a wide detour across the gibber plain! At least there 
was nothing to impede our path! Of course not long after we had a compulsory 
stop due to a puncture!

Several passengers developed gastro! I can still remember one poor guy heading off, spade in hand, to
inspect the vegetation, on many occasions! Fortunately, I only had a mild case on one of the rest days in
Alice Springs! However, I still found time to purchase my souvenir Aboriginal spear, which I immediately
used as a weapon on my lilo when crawling into my tent! One night sleeping on gravel was enough to
encourage me to accept a loan of someone else’s spare mattress!

We camped near Uluru and had a trip to The Olgas where we were allowed time to hike and explore.
Unfortunately one group got lost so we drove slowly around the massive boulders searching for the
stragglers. Our luggage was stored on the roof of the bus, (no fancy compartment underneath) so when
the driver didn’t allow for the low overhead telephone lines, which lodged under the cases! A couple of
agile lads were able to extricate us and locate the lost group from that vantage point!

One night the camping site chosen was too sandy to secure the tent pegs. Of 
course, in the middle of the night the wind picked up and brought the tents down! 
No rain so I just wrapped myself in it for the remainder of the night! That wind 
brought rain. We moved onto the red dirt which soon became muddy and slippery! 
We became bogged in the middle of nowhere! After trying to dislodge the bus with 
futile pushing for almost an hour, another more powerful bus appeared over the 
horizon! What a blessing! It towed us out! Maybe things were looking up?
Not likely! We ran out of petrol about 2 hours from Woomera! A very long delay with rain pending! I took
the opportunity to explore beyond the railway line even though it was a restricted area! We were eagerly
anticipating our stop in Woomera for comfort and sustenance but everything was closed by the time we
arrived after dark! With the threat of road closure looming, we completed the most nerve wracking (500
km) drive on the slippery, unsealed road in the dark! It was actually a relief 
to discover that the camping ground was flooded so we could “sleep” on the Adelaide University
gymnasium floor!

Last day! Heading for home! The bus was loaded and we were waiting to just 
escape the nightmare trip! We were parked on the top of a hill with 
The Torrens River at the bottom behind us. When the driver attempted 
to start the bus, the airbrakes failed and we began to roll backwards towards 
the river! Fortunately our driver had learnt to think outside the square from 
his Outback experience and steered the bus, as it gained momentum, towards 
a solid brick wall! The side of the bus dragged along the fence and brought us to a halt!

Was I glad when I left the bus in Stawell (home) and waved farewell to the other intrepid travellers!
Superstitious!? Maybe just a little!!                                                         
                                                                                                                                     Jean Kelly
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Community Sharing  

HOME?



Community Sharing  

Guidance  (Oasis Report)
 
In September, the Oasis group read and discussed the chapter from ‘Celebration of Discipline’ by
Richard Foster about ‘Guidance.’ 

‘Guidance is the most radical of all the disciplines because it goes to the heart of this matter of walking
with God. Guidance means the glorious life of hearing God’s voice and obeying His Word.’ This quote by
Richard Foster was the start of our discussion on ‘Guidance’. Followed by, ‘The goal of guidance is not
specific instructions about this or that matter but conformity to the image of Christ.’ 

Richard Foster deliberately put this discipline in the corporate section of the book to help us think about
guidance in a Christian community, not just as an individual. I think of the discipline in terms of the
quote ‘For where two or three gather in my name, there I am with them.” Matthew 18:20 
 
We looked at some of the documents from The Uniting Church Assembly and the statement of the Basis
of Union. Here are some quotes that I found helpful. ‘The Uniting Church was formed on the premise
that the people would lead based on Christ's teachings through the Holy Spirit.’ And ‘Our approach to
ministry is shaped by our belief in the Spirit’s gifting and empowering of all members of Church to be
engaged in confessing Christ and serving him.’

Personally, I like the way the Uniting Church documents encourage us to all be part of the ministry of
the church, to be guided by each other and to always come back to the teaching of Jesus through the
guidance of the Holy Spirit.
 
It was great that this Chapter gave us a chance also, to think about people in the Church who have guided
us throughout our lives of faith, and to think about where we started as two separate churches. 

One of Richard’s ideas is the need for a gathered people of the Spirit and his question was “Has this
happened yet?” I wonder what you think.

The final question from the study guide was, ‘If living in guidance comes about through entering a
friendship with God, what should you change in your life to deepen that relationship?’

We are looking forward to the final chapter now which is, ‘Celebration’.       

Blessings, Lynne
************************************ 

Greetings from Dominic and Ellen and family  
living in Dunedin, New Zealand. For any who
don't know, these wonderful people are
much-loved Belmont members, originally
from Ghana, who moved to NZ for work.
With Eliana 4 and Judah 2, they are well and
enjoying NZ life. Dominic lectures at Otago
University and Ellen is tutoring students in
Public Health. They are now receiving our
Newsletter to keep up to date with Belmont.
We send our love to them.
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  Prayer Requests:
          

Please forward your prayer
requests to Liz Mos

 by emailing -
liz.moss@bigpond.com
 Mobile: 0428 579 479

      ********************

Let us remember in our prayers -

The Willet Family - on the sad news of the passing of Allan.

Mary Gleghorn - for a speedy recovery from her illness.

John Stephens - for continuing courage, patience and
comfort during prolonged treatment and 

Doreen Stephens - for peace awaiting surgery. 

Peter Woods - for continuing progress at home.

Barbara Rush - for comfort and peace on the passing of her
brother Keith Raymond Hill.

Len Champness -on the passing of his daughter-in-law Jill.
************************

Thank you to members of Belmont Uniting Church for
their thoughts and prayers sent when my sister Dorothy
Finlayson passed away.  Dorothy was a loving caring older
sister to me and our younger siblings. Wishing you all 
           God's Blessings................ from Beryl Hair.

Prayer Points For the Week

 Jenny Stevenson 
 John Stewart
 Mary & Eric Thomas 
 John, Jenny, Ian & Andrew
Tiglias
 George Tresidder

Each week, in alphabetical
order as per our Church Roll,
we are invited to pray for 5
members or families of our
congregation. 

This week we are praying for
the following members: 

1.
2.
3.
4.

5.
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This week we

pray for - 

You are a personal, saving God, creating each of us with a
purpose, allowing us to feel Your love and extend it to others.
May Your love rule our hearts, because all life flows through it.

Forgive us for allowing the ways of the world to overwhelm us.
Help us to be a consistent source of light for all those around us.

You see us, God. You hear us. You are good and You are fair.
Prepare our hearts, Lord who goes before us. Repair our
wreckage, God of our memories. Bless and empower us with
Spirit-fueled confidence, Lord of our hearts. May all we do
bring glory and honor to You—as shards of light piercing the
darkness.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Short Prayer for Thankfulness

God, sometimes life gets  us down

and  we find it hard to see things

to be thankful for. Open  our eyes

to see the gifts you’ve given  us in 

 our lives.  We are going to start

by thanking you for loving us

enough to come to earth and die

so we can live together forever.

Amen.



PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES AND FUTURE GIVING.

Envelopes can be collected from the church and are available on the table in the foyer. They can be
collected for you by a friend or your visitor if you are at the church at any time.  

Jeannine and Graeme continue to be at the church each Sunday from

10.00 to 10.30 am and envelopes can be collected then. Any members

may use the envelopes even if you haven’t used them in the past.  No

recording of the numbers will be done so just take the envelopes as

required.

Our Treasurer, Jeannine, on behalf of Church Council, thanks sincerely all of our members who have
continued their giving so generously throughout the whole year, but especially in the past few months
of lockdown.

Could any cheques sent in the mail have; "Attention Treasurer" on the front of the envelope as this saves
Glen opening them. 
 
1. Direct Debit
Please contact myself or Graeme Allen if you require any help doing this, and so we can supply you
our banking details 

2. PayPal (via Belmont Uniting Church website) 

3. By mail (cheques only - do not send cash)   Belmont Uniting Church    PO Box 480   Belmont 3216

Please DO NOT place money or envelopes in the letterbox at the Church. Feel free to contact myself
or Graeme if you have any queries:  Jeannine Oman -Treasurer - jeannineoman62@gmail.com
0499119101      Graeme Allen— Assistant Treasurer - 0416148080
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Young People's Program
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From the Treasurer

                                                                                                          b y  J e a n n i n e  O m a n

We offer all our young people our
prayers and support as they return
to school for Term 4, whether at the
school buildings or online. 
Special wishes to those who are
preparing for exams.  
The theme of Young People’s
Program this week is ‘Paul’ as there
are many readings from the letters
of Paul in the lectionary over the
next few weeks. As always, I would
love to receive drawings, photos or
art work that are relevant to the
theme to include in the video.
 Kind regards, Lynne 



   

J a n n e t t e  M i t c h e l l  -  O c t o b e r  7 t h
( C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  J a n n e t t e  o n  t h e  y o u n g  a g e  o f  8 0 )

K a n e  O m a n  -  O c t o b e r  1 4 t h
B r i a n  W o o d  -  O c t o b e r  1 9 t h

( C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  B r i a n  o n  t h e  y o u n g  a g e  o f  8 0 )

H a p p y  b e l a t e d  B i r t h d a y s  t o  L o r r a i n e  L e i t c h  &  J o h n  S t e p h e n s .
H o p e  y o u  b o t h  h a d  e n j o y a b l e  d a y s .  A  s p e c i a l  b e l a t e d  B i r t h d a y  t o

M a l c o l m  G r a h a m  o n  h i s  6 0 t h .  C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  M a l c o l m  &  b e s t
w i s h e s  f r o m  u s  a l l .

H a p p y  B i r t h d a y  t o  Y o u ,  h a p p y  b i r t h d a y  t o  y o u ,  h a p p y  b i r t h d a y
d e a r  J a n n e t t e ,  L o r r a i n e ,  J o h n ,  M a l c o l m ,  K a n e  &  B r i a n  h a p p y

b i r t h d a y  t o  y o u .

If you wish to contribute to
our Newsletter, please email
Ray & Julie Ferguson at the    
                  News Desk.            
 rayjulie@internode.on.net

                                                          Congratulations
  To Les and Heather McCann on the safe arrival of their 5th great grandson Tom Fanti        
                               on the 6th October. He is their 7th great grandchild.
 
Please let me know if there are any more birthdays and celebrations to be included via my email.          
                                                           lynne.rankin@bigpond.com      
                                                                                                                                                Kind regards Lynne

*****************************************
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          CURRENT FROM  8th OCTOBER FOR REGIONAL VICTORIA

                                               What does this mean I can do?

There are no restrictions on the reasons to leave home.

Stay safe as restrictions ease by washing your hands regularly, wearing a
face mask when you leave home, coughing and sneezing into your elbow,
and keeping at least 1.5 metres from others.

Keep your friends and family safe by meeting outdoors. There is a lower
risk of spreading coronavirus (COVID-19) between people if you are
outdoors. Groups of up to ten people will be able to meet outdoors.

Restrictions are easing to allow for cafes, restaurants, beauty and personal
care, and some outdoor entertainment venues to open. Restaurants will
open in a predominantly outdoor capacity, with a group limit of 10
people, and density limits.

You must not travel to metropolitan Melbourne except for permitted
work purposes, care and compassionate reasons or shopping for food and
supplies, if necessary.

Face masks must be worn by all Victorians when they leave home, unless
they have a lawful exception.

If you have symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) get tested and stay
home. Stay at home if you feel unwell.
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This is an anxious and uncertain time for everyone, and support is vital and available. For more
information about managing stress and support options, call the Coronavirus Mental Wellbeing Support

Services on 1800 512 348 or visit coronavirus.vic.gov.au.

Road map out of lockdown (Third Step)
Victorian Premier Daniel Andrews has provided details of changes to 

COVID-19 restrictions.


