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Sunday September 6th. Creation Day



The worship will start at 10.00am. The Zoom meeting room will be open from
9.30am. If you think that you will need help with the Zoom technology please
join at 9.30am. This will allow Ben to assist you as needed. 

 Please also note that the Sunday service will be recorded and made available
through our website and YouTube page later in the day.

Belmont Uniting Church invites you to our Sunday Service
at 10.00am followed by our Virtual Morning Cuppa

                                             
                                  Sep 6, 2020 - 10.00am Service, Sep 13, 2020 - 10.00am Service, 
                                 Sep 20, 2020 - 10.00am Service, Sep 27, 2020 - 10.00am Service 

 Both our Service and Virtual Morning Cuppa each Sunday will share the same link copied
below.

https://zoom.us/j/97002448188?pwd=U1BROTd4eEQ0QWdTK3RVc1Izc3l0Zz09

Meeting ID: 970 0244 8188
Passcode: 1234

************************************

                  
                 iPad to Borrow
       If you would like to watch our service but do 
       not have a computer, please speak with the 
       Executive as we now have an 
       iPad that you can borrow any time during the week.
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       Pastoral Care Committee 
Convenor: Liz Moss - 0428 579 479
Elizabeth Wood - 03 52434684
Loris Jackson - 0418 334 994
Katrina Hass - 0400 465 023
Brian Couper - 0403 591 635
Neville Funston - 0423 712 398
Ikani Vaitohi - 0432 680 028

What's New on our secure page
this week -
Please go to
https://buc.unitingchurch.org.a
u, click on 'Member Area' then
put in password and ENJOY!

New Password
The secure page on our website is for our members access only. In order to maintain the security of

this page, we will change the password access from time to time. The new password will be emailed to
those with email addresses or is available by phone from the minister. 

***********************************  
 



An Invitation from Faith Leaders to join the Season of Creation

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

You shall thus consecrate the fiftieth year and proclaim a release
 through the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee
 for you. (Leviticus 25:10, NASB)

This year, the global reach of the novel coronavirus revealed
 our shared human nature and the inter-connectivity of our 
economies, political structures, health care systems, food 
production chains, energy and transportation systems in devastating ways. 

The pandemic also demonstrated that the entire web is rooted in the Earth and limited by the Earth’s
capacity to sustain our economic and ecological demands. The unjust effects of climate change are a
consequence of our inability to find a sustainable balance of this web.

From September 1st to October 4th, the Christian family celebrates the good gift of Creation. This
global celebration began in 1989 with the Ecumenical Patriarchate’s recognition of the Day of Prayer for
Creation and is now embraced by the wide ecumenical community.

During the Season of Creation, we unite as one family in Christ, celebrating the bonds we share with
each other and with every living creature on Earth.” (Genesis 9:10) The Christian family celebrates the
season by spending time in prayer, considering ways to inhabit our common home sustainability, and
lifting our voices in the public sphere.

The scriptures begin with God’s affirmation that all of creation is “very good.” (Genesis 1:31) As co-
creatures and caretakers of God’s creation, human beings are called to protect and nurture its goodness.
(Genesis 2:15, Jeremiah 29:5-7) Our vocation to protect and nurture life relates to the sustainability of
ecological, economic, social and political systems. A just balance between these aspects of life must be
maintained for health of the Earth and all creatures.

According to this wisdom the Law of Moses included provisions for the Sabbath. On the seventh day of
each week, God’s people were free from the need to produce or consume. The rest was extended to
animals, and the land itself, honouring the Creator by allowing creation to rest. Following the seventh
(49th) year, God’s people were to dedicate a year to this ecological, social and economic restorative
justice. A Jubilee for the Earth.

As we live into a post COVID-19 world, can we imagine new, just and sustainable ways of living that give
the Earth the rest it requires, that satisfy everyone with enough that restores habitats and renews
biological diversity? May Holy Wisdom inspire our imagination.

In hope born of grace, we pray that the Lord who is our Creator, Sustainer, and Redeemer will touch
our hearts and that of the human family this Season of Creation. 

In God’s Grace,

Members of the Season of Creation Advisory Committee.

The steering committee is comprised of World Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation, World Evangelical
Alliance, Global Catholic Climate Movement, Anglican Communion Environmental Network, Lausanne Creation
Care Network, the World Communion of Reformed Churches, the European Christian Environmental Network,
and Christian Aid.

From the Minister's Desk -  
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Lectionary Readings
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In today’s church, there is growing concern about how we can connect better with our natural
environment. Not just in terms of our worship and teaching, but also because what we actually do on
Sunday in church doesn’t always consider environmental sustainability. For example, our worship
may rely on ‘tech’ (the lithium in our laptop battery comes from endangered places); we use electricity
and, due to its very nature, the church building itself probably has a carbon footprint even with our
newly installed solar panels: Well this month is an opportunity for us to worship in a sustainable way.
Throughout this month there will be suggestions on how we may seek to do that from our homes.
There are two suggestions below. 

Firstly, throughout this month, one way of responding at home in this time of restriction is to share
photos, poems or paintings to tell the story of nature around you and your relationship with creation.
Write a poem or an article in our weekly newsletter about the signigifance of creation as you see it. You
can also send Ikani photos of nature from around your home, along your daily walks or from your
favourite nature spots. I will post them up to our website under the theme of each week's service.
Sunday 6 is Creation, Sunday 13 is Forest, Sunday 20 is Land, Sunday 27 is Wilderness/ Outback,
October 1 is River. 

Secondly - Engage your local ecology through this Earth Examen: 
An examen is a way of beholding an object or being in prayerful wonder. choose to do alone, or with
your partner. Pick a natural or agricultural place to contemplate. A forest. A river. A city street Find a
comfortable place to rest in or near this place. Enter into prayer in whatever way is natural to you.
Invite the Holy Wisdom to open the eyes of your heart. When you are ready, reflect on the following
questions:  

1. Become aware of God’s presence in a natural or agricultural place that you are contemplating. How is
God present in this place? How does all the life you see exist in God's spirit? How do you feel knowing
that the Holy Spirit has filled this place for geological ages, with every creature that has been here in
the deep past, is here with you now, and will be here with creatures in this place in the future? How do
you feel knowing that you, Earthling, belong to this place, are made of the same carbon, breathe the
same air, are nurtured by the same cycles and life processes, and are enlivened by the same Spirit of
the Creator? 
2. Pay attention to what you feel as you contemplate the fragility, health of this site. Is this ecosystem
healthy? How is this ecosystem at risk of illness? What are the keys to sustaining the equilibrium and
balance of this place? What are the sources of stress that threaten the balance of this particular
ecosystem? How do you feel when you consider the fragility of life that depends on the health of this
place? What is your effect on this balance? 
3. Choose one feature of the site and pray for it, its rest and its renewal. When you consider the ways
that this place is under stress, what does it need for rest, restoration and renewal? What needs to be
conserved for this site to heal itself? What features need to be reclaimed? Pray for this site, and the
wisdom to care for it.

What we can do at home to celebrate this Season

of Creation

September 6 - Pent 14
Ex  12: 1 - 14
Psalm 149
Rom 13: 8 - 14
Mt 18: 15 - 20

September 13 - Pent 15
Ex  14: 19- 31
Psalm 114: 1-11, 20-21
Rom 14: 1 - 12
Mt 18: 21 - 35

September 20 - Pent 16
Ex  16: 2- 15
Psalm 105: 1-6
Phil 1: 21 - 30
Mt 20: 1 - 16, 37 - 45

September 27 - Pent 17
Ex  17: 1- 7
Psalm 78: 1-4
Phil 2: 1 - 13
Mt 21: 23 - 32





  Prayer Requests:
          

Please forward your prayer
requests to Liz Mos

 by emailing -
liz.moss@bigpond.com
 Mobile: 0428 579 479

      ********************

Let us remember in our prayers -

John and Doreen Stephens - For comfort and healing during
treatment.

Peter Woods - for healing and speedy recovery after his
operation 

Jannette Mitchell - for healing and speedy recovery after her
operation

John Russell - for healing and speedy recovery

Dear God, help us to understand the Parable of the
Sower which helps us as Christians to know the
importance of developing a personal faith in Jesus
Christ.  May we bare the fruits of the Spirit: love,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, joy, peace, humility
and self control.

Dear Heavenly Father, we pray for people who have
been locked down in their units or homes in recent
days due to government regulations related to COVID
- 19.  May You assure them of Your love and peace
during these difficult times.

Loving God, may we see that trust is an essential
thread which runs through the whole of life.  Teach us
the art of trusting and maintaining a complete
confidence in You, day by day.    Amen
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Prayer Points For the Week

                                                   b y  P e t e r  W o o d s

This week we

pray for - 

 Sandra Oriander
 Alex Page
 Val & Keith Palmer
 Sue Paulke
 Alison Peake 

Each week, in alphabetical
order as per our Church Roll,
we are invited to pray for 5
members or families of our
congregation. 

This week we are praying for
the following members: 

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Dear Lord, as we pray for
others, help us to see them

with the same eyes of
compassion you have. Show
us how we should pray for
the people in our lives. Use

us to pray fervently and
effectively for everyone you

want us to pray for each day.
In your holy name we pray,

Amen. 



PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES AND FUTURE GIVING.

Envelopes can be collected from the church and are available on the table in the foyer. They can be
collected for you by a friend or your visitor if you are at the church at any time.  

Jeannine and Graeme continue to be at the church each Sunday from

10.00 to 10.30 am and envelopes can be collected then. Any members

may use the envelopes even if you haven’t used them in the past.  No

recording of the numbers will be done so just take the envelopes as

required.

Our Treasurer, Jeannine, on behalf of Church Council, thanks sincerely all of our members who have
continued their giving so generously throughout the whole year, but especially in the past few months
of lockdown.

Could any cheques sent in the mail have; "Attention Treasurer" on the front of the envelope as this saves
Glen opening them. 
 
1. Direct Debit
Please contact myself or Graeme Allen if you require any help doing this, and so we can supply you
our banking details 

2. PayPal (via Belmont Uniting Church website) 

3. By mail (cheques only - do not send cash)   Belmont Uniting Church    PO Box 480   Belmont 3216

Please DO NOT place money or envelopes in the letterbox at the Church. Feel free to contact myself
or Graeme if you have any queries:  Jeannine Oman -Treasurer - jeannineoman62@gmail.com
0499119101      Graeme Allen— Assistant Treasurer - 0416148080
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Young People's Program
We offer all our young people our prayers

and support as they continue to adapt to the
new online learning environment from the
comfort of their homes. Part of that support

is the offering of online YPG's program
provided by their leader Lynne Rankin. A

weekly story and activities are prepared and
posted up onto our website for our young

people to enjoy. 
Thank you Lynne for this great initiative. 
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Closed For Tourists
After having to cancel successive holidays to various states, I decided to rename them:

NT: No trespassing.
SA: Stay away.

OLD: Quietly locked down.
VIC: Very inconveniently closed.

WA: Withdrawn association.
NSW: Not so welcoming.
Tas: Totally alone state.

ACT: Authorised coronavirus tacticians.

Contribution to the Newsletter

If you wish to contribute to our
Newsletter, please email Ray & Julie

Ferguson at the News Desk  
rayjulie@internode.on.net

From the Treasurer

                                                                                                          b y  J e a n n i n e  O m a n



                                                  

                                                                                                    
We are so pleased and very thankful to all our wonderful contributors to our Church's Seniors Month
recipe book. This is going to be an exciting part of this year's Virtual Seniors Festival in October.
  
  So many people have spoken or written about lovely memories that are attached to a particular recipe.           
        It makes us all realise how connected our lives are to special people and relatives and food.

                                   A HUGE THANK YOU to everyone from Ray and Julie

**************************

We so often hear the expression "the voice of an angel" that I began to wonder what an angel would
sound like. After much research I discovered an angel's voice sounds remarkably like a person saying,
"Hurry up!"

Until my interest I found research had been blocked based on 
the delusion angels would always sound beautiful. The words 
"Get up" are rarely beautiful especially at 6 am! Yet that is 
what angels always say when they speak in the Bible. I can't 
think of anything an angel ever said but "Get up and hurry!" 
An angel comes to Peter in jail and says, "Rise quickly." 
An angel says to Gideon, "Arise and go in this thy might.

 An angel says to Elijah, "Arise and eat." An angel appears 
to Joseph in a dream, when Herod is slaughtering the infants, 
and says, "Go quickly." An angel appears to Philip and says, 
"Arise and go."
Really, the angels are monotonous talkers! It's always the same - "Arise, hurry!" But so is a fire alarm
monotonous. If we are to be saved, it will be by monotony, the reiterated command, "Get up and get
going!"

If you listen above the world's din you can hear the voice of angels calling to get us out of our comfy
chairs and beds saying "Arise, go quickly!"
Be on the alert, as we are for alarms, maybe the loud constant noise is an angel calling us to action.

                                 Abridged by Julie Ferguson from an article by Halford Luccock in The Christian Century

*****************************************
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October
2020

 g r a n d m a ' s
   s p e c i a l
 c o o k  b o o k

by Members of the Belmont

Uniting Church

The Voice Of Angels

EACH MOMENT IS PRECIOUS
Live in the moment, just take it all in. Pay attention to everything, right there and right then. Don't let

your mind wander to what's coming next. Cherish this moment
and give it your best. Don't let tomorrow make you rush through today, or too many great moments

will just go to waste. And the person you're with, in that moment you share,
give them all of your focus; be totally there. Laugh till it hurts, let the tears drop.

Fill up each moment with all that you've got. Don't miss the details;
the lesson is there. Don't get complacent; stay sharp and aware. It can take but a moment
to change your life's path. And once it ticks by, there is no going back. In just 60 seconds,

you may make a new friend. Find your true love, or see a life start or end.
You become who you are in those moments you live. And the growth's not in taking

but in how much you give. Life is just moments, so precious and few.
Whether valued or squandered, it's all up to you!



  

J a n i c e  S c h n e i d e r  -  6 t h  S e p t e m b e r
D a v i d  Z u c c a r o  -  6 t h  S e p t e m b e r
D o n  G o l d i n g  -  1 0 t h  S e p t e m b e r

L i n d a  H e n r i c u s  -  1 1 t h  S e p t e m b e r
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Our Presbytery is running a further two online Safe Church Training Sessions on September 7, 2020                    
                            from 10am -12pm and also on September 10 from 7pm - 9 pm

The training will be held using Zoom. Anyone who might work with children, or has oversight of
activities involving children is encouraged to undertake this training.
 This includes:
·         Church Council members
·         members of Committees involved with children (includes Christian Education, Pastoral Care and
Accommodation Committees)

·         Sunday School and youth group leaders

·         Pastoral Visitors

Hosts/Hostesses and Stewards are also encouraged to do this training.

You need to register for the training through this Trybooking link
https://www.trybooking.com/BKWGU 

You may need to cut and paste the link into your web browser.

You will receive a Zoom link for the session in a registration email.
Please feel free to pass this email on to members of Committees and anyone else in the congregation
you think might be interested.

Even if you are not directly involved with children at our congregation, you are welcome to do the
training as part of our ensuring that we are a child safe organisation.

If you have any queries, please contact Glen Coomber.
********************************

Please note : The Crosslight is not mailed out at this time. If you wish to view a copy please go online 

                                                        https://crosslight.org.au/

Thank you to those who have let
me know about birthday
celebrations particularly the
Pastoral Carers. I will continue to
include these in the newsletter and
also will announce them at the
service on Sunday when possible.
Please let me know if there are any
more birthdays and celebrations to
be included via my email.            
             lynne.rankin@bigpond.com                     
Kind regards Lynne

Executive Update

Happy Fathers', Grandfathers', Great
Grandfathers' day to all. 



Community Sharing  

The world wide appeal of Margarete Steiff's happy
animals was clearly obvious by the increasing
number of foreign orders. By 1893 there were
enough animals to merit a catalogue and that
same year a display booth was taken at the great
Leipzig Fair.
When demand again exceeded capacity of the
workshop Margarete parcelled out jobs to home
workers and eventually in 1903 a real factory was
built - a strikingly modern structure built mainly
of glass which is still in use. That year her nephew
Richard, who along with his 4 brothers, had joined
the business, produced sketches he'd made on a
visit to the Stuttgart Zoo. Did they interest Aunt
Margarete? She began fashioning a new animal,
made of fuzzy brown mohair instead of smooth
felt. She decided legs, arms and head should be
movable - a real innovation. The completed
animal had black shoe button eyes and a longer
snout. No one thought kindly enough of the toy to
give it a name. It was simply "Bear."
Bear had a poor start. The Steiff 
nephews didn't bother displaying 
him at the Leipzig Fair. Then on 
the Fair's last day an American 
buyer asked if they had anything 
new. Without much conviction 
they pulled Bear out of his hiding 
place and the buyer said, "I'll take 3000!!!" But
Bear was still a long way from winning children's
hearts and sales were sluggish in the first 3 years. 

However in 1906 American President Theodore
(Teddy) Roosevelt was giving a party. A steward
racked his brains for a novel table decoration. In a
store he saw Bear and since the President was a
keen bear hunter, the problem was solved.
At the gala party a friend asked the President what
species of bear it was. Another guest grinned and
said "Why this is the teddy bear." After 3 years of
waiting Bear finally had a name - one that was to
become a household word in most nations.
There is no doubt teddy bears were named after
President Roosevelt but 2 others claim credit for
the name: an American political cartoonist who
used the bear as a symbol for Roosevelt and an 
American toy 
manufacturer who began 
selling plush brown bears 
at the same time as the 
Steiffs.  
In Giengen frantic orders 
for teddy bears poured 
into the little factory. 
Astronomical numbers were demanded. In 1907
over a million were produced. Giengen-on-the-
Brenz became known as teddy bear town.          
                                                                     By J.D Ratcliff

The year is 1885 and a little 
lady called Tante Gretle - or 
little Aunt Margaret - is in 
her wheelchair propelling 
herself round the twisting 
lanes of the Christmas-card 
village of Giengen-on-the-
Brenz in southern Germany. 
Tante Gretle born Margarete
 Steiff in 1847 and severely 
affected by polio at age 2 was 
destined to win an enduring place in the hearts of
children by creating that most loved toy, the teddy
bear.
Unable to have children of her own, Tante Gretle
made the children of the world her family. She
created a vast zoo of stuffed animals: smiling tigers,
peaceful lions, sleepy kittens, friendly elephants. For
her neighbours she created hundreds of jobs, and
for her country one of the most important toy-
exporting industries.
As a chairbound invalid, Margaret Steiff found
employment opportunities virtually non-existent,
however, she was a good dressmaker, so she opened
a little shop on the ground floor of the family
cottage. It was mildly prosperous and provided her
a modest livelihood. There was always time between
orders so children, who knew she was a talented
storyteller, began flocking to her shop. Her stories
were about animals and children begged to SEE the
animals. One day in 1880 Tante Gretle made an
elephant with some scraps of white felt, put on
button eyes and added a blue saddle. The children
loved it - possibly the world's first stuffed toy
animal.
They pleaded for more. Soon Margarete was
spending all her spare time making stuffed animals.
Would children in other towns like her toys too? she
wondered. Her brother Fritz filled a sack with her
animals and set out for a nearby country fair.  He
sold out! Demand grew, orders came in from many
towns, the new industry thrived! More and more
women helpers were hired. By 1886 the tiny shop
was turning out more than 5000 stuffed elephants,
monkeys, donkeys, horses, pigs and camels.
Margarete moved to a larger house in Mill Street
which, in 1947, on the 100th anniversary of her
birth, became Margarete Steiff Street.
Tante Gretle never complained about her infirmity.
There was always a toy for the sick child of an
employee. Each spring she held a picnic for all the
town children and each Christmas there was a big
tree in the shop with a mountain of presents
underneath.
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Current Restrictions as at Thursday 3rd September  2020

Regional Victoria including Geelong is still in the Stage 3 Restrictions.

There are only four reasons to leave home; for food and supplies,
medical care and caregiving, exercise and work or study, if you can’t
work or study from home.

All Victorian students have moved to remote learning from Wednesday 5
August 2020.

All Victorians must now wear a face covering when leaving
home. More information on face masks and coverings is
available on our website.
 

Stay safe by washing your hands regularly, coughing and sneezing into your elbow,
keeping at least 1.5 metres from others and staying home if you feel unwell.

If you have symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) get tested.
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COVID SAFE APP
Should we encourage downloading the Federal Government’s COVID-Safe tracing app? Synod Ministries
and Operations would strongly recommend that all people in ministry download the COVID-Safe tracing

app and also encourage all Uniting Church members to do so. 

This is an anxious and uncertain time for everyone, and support is vital and available. For more
information about managing stress and support options, call the Coronavirus Mental Wellbeing Support

Services on 1800 512 348 or visit coronavirus.vic.gov.au.

Road map out of lockdown

This Sunday, Victorian Premier Daniel Andrews will provide details of coming changes to
COVID-19 restrictions. We will be publishing a special e-news bulletin next Thursday to keep
Victorians up to date. Our FAQs will unpack what Sunday's announcement means across the

life of the church.


