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Sunday September 13th. Forest Day

It is with great sadness we announce the
passing of Ikani's dear mother Ana in
Brisbane on Tuesday 8th September. 

Ana was a much loved mother and
grandmother and will be very sadly
missed.
A wonderful Devotion Evening for Ana
was held on Wednesday followed by a
beautiful funeral service on Thursday. 

Our whole church community sends
their sympathy and loving prayers to
Ikani's father, all the extended families
and especially to our loved Ikani,
Moana, Ben, Siale, Mona Lise, Fane &
Viliami.
                 Our love to you all.

Ana Langikovi Vaitohi

Sympathy to Ikani and Family



We will join St. Luke's for worship on September 13 & 20. The services are
available on youtube from 9:30am each Sunday and are approx. 20 minutes
duration. 
We suggest you watch the service at least by 10:00am so the Virtual Cuppa can
begin at 10:30am.

https://www.facebook.com/stlukeschurchgeelong
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJAL8289CyXTVBd-Y8dvT6Q             

PLEASE NOTE  Service Changes 

  For September 13 & 20 

As Rev. Ikani is on Compassionate Leave in Queensland he will not be leading our services                 
                                       on Sundays September 13 & 20                                             

                                                             

 Our Virtual Morning Cuppa on these dates WILL continue with the same link copied below.

https://zoom.us/j/97002448188?pwd=U1BROTd4eEQ0QWdTK3RVc1Izc3l0Zz09

Meeting ID: 970 0244 8188
Passcode: 1234

************************************

****************************************

                   iPad to Borrow
       If you would like to watch our service but do 
       not have a computer, please speak with the 
       Executive as we now have an 
       iPad that you can borrow any time during the week.
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       Pastoral Care Committee 
Convenor: Liz Moss - 0428 579 479
Elizabeth Wood - 03 52434684
Loris Jackson - 0418 334 994
Katrina Hass - 0400 465 023
Brian Couper - 0403 591 635
Neville Funston - 0423 712 398
Ikani Vaitohi - 0432 680 028

What's New on our secure page
this week -
Please go to
https://buc.unitingchurch.org.a
u, click on 'Member Area' then
put in password and ENJOY!

New Password
The secure page on our website is for our members access only. In order to maintain the security of

this page, we will change the password access from time to time. The new password will be emailed to
those with email addresses or is available by phone from the minister. 

***********************************  
 



Lectionary Readings
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September 13 - Pent 15
Ex  14: 19- 31
Psalm 114: 1-11, 20-21
Rom 14: 1 - 12
Mt 18: 21 - 35

September 20 - Pent 16
Ex  16: 2- 15
Psalm 105: 1-6
Phil 1: 21 - 30
Mt 20: 1 - 16, 37 - 45

September 27 - Pent 17
Ex  17: 1- 7
Psalm 78: 1-4
Phil 2: 1 - 13
Mt 21: 23 - 32

October 4 - Pent 18
Ex  20: 1- 4
Psalm 19
Phil 3: 4 - 14
Mt 21: 33 - 46

Uniting Church in Australia Prayer ‘For The Sake
Of The Planet’ 

Creator God, breath and source of life, in love you
called the world into being and in grace you made
us and call us your children. 

We stand in awe of the wonder of your creation:
its beauty and wildness; complexity and power;
resilience and fragility. 

God of life, you call us to be participants in the
web and wellspring of life: to be nurtured by the
planet; to be nurturing of the planet; to cherish the
world and all that lives. But we have failed and
creation groans under our weight. 

God of grace, forgive us in our brokenness: when
we have taken too much from the earth; when we
have not spoken out against greed and destruction;
when we have allowed our most vulnerable
neighbours to be harmed. We seek courage and
forgiveness to be made whole. 

God of love, we pray for those people,
communities and nations already suffering the
devastating effects of climate change; and we pray
for the diversity of life on earth, so much of it
already threatened by our actions. 

God of hope, we pray for the world’s leaders. Bless
them with wisdom and creativity, and a shared
vision of hope for all creation. May they find the
determination to take strong action against climate
change, and the political will to act together for the
common good. 

Creator God, we pray for us all, that we might
restore our relationships with each other and work
together to heal the earth. Renew us in your grace
for the sake of your creation. Amen. 

© 2015 Uniting Church in Australia Assembly

God, you created our planet, the birds, fish, and
other animals and you saw all that you had created
and called it good.
 
God of life, you also formed us, the human family to
act compassionately and gently to all forms of life. 
Remind us, O God, and help us to change. 
We confess that we often forget that we are utterly
dependent upon you and interdependent with the
rest of your creation. We confess that instead of
acting compassionately and gently, we have instead
over-used and abused creation, forgetting that our
lifestyles impact others around the globe. 

Forgive us, O God, and help us to change. 
We confess that we have not done enough to protect
our planet. We confess that we have failed to insist
that our government act urgently and swiftly on
climate. We confess that we, as consumers, have not
held companies accountable for their reckless
pollution and carbon consumption, nor have we
worked hard enough to limit our own consumption
and pollution. 

Forgive us, O God, and help us to change. 
God of wisdom, help us understand that whatever
we do to the web of life we do to ourselves. God of
power, help us acknowledge that we must act now
and wake up to our moral obligation to the future of
the planet, which you have entrusted to our hands. 
Forgive us O God, and help us to change. 

God of grace and salvation, today we open our eyes,
ears, and hearts to the pain of our planet amid the
changing climate. We open our hearts to your truth,
to see in you the way of healing and hope for our
planet. We are beloved children of God, forgiven,
renewed, and sent out into the world to work for the
healing of our planet and for justice, in faithfulness
to God.                 Amen. 

A New Creed 
We are not alone, we live in God’s world. We believe in God: who has created and is creating, who has
come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new, who works in us and others by the
Spirit. We trust in God. We are called to be the Church: to celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect
in Creation, to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,
our judge and our hope. In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. We are not alone. Thanks
be to God. 
(from the United Church of Canada)





  Prayer Requests:
          

Please forward your prayer
requests to Liz Mos

 by emailing -
liz.moss@bigpond.com
 Mobile: 0428 579 479

      ********************

Let us remember in our prayers -

John and Doreen Stephens - For comfort and healing during
treatment.

Peter Woods - for continued healing after his operation.

Helen Barry - Whose much loved 96 year old mother-in-law
and friend, died this week in Minyip.

Prayer Points For the Week

The Beauty of Nature

O God, we thank you for this earth, our home;
For the wide sky and the blessed sun,

For the salt sea and the running water,
For the everlasting hills

And the never-resting winds,
For trees and the common grass underfoot.

We thank you for our senses
By which we hear the songs of birds,

And see the splendor of the summer fields,
And taste of the autumn fruits,

And rejoice in the feel of the snow,
And smell the breath of the spring.

Grant us a heart wide open to all this beauty;
And save our souls from being so blind

That we pass unseeing
When even the common thorn bush

Is aflame with your glory,
O God our creator,

Who lives and reigns forever and ever.

                                                           Walter Rauschenbusch

 Raye Pearson
 Norma & David Phillips
 Coral Picklum
 Barbara Pink
 Bev Pullin

Each week, in alphabetical
order as per our Church Roll,
we are invited to pray for 5
members or families of our
congregation. 

This week we are praying for
the following members: 

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Where trees breathe
New life is born

Where each branch reaches out to
me

I know myself held in the arms
of purest generosity
Where the leaves fall

I am blessed with a giving back
that nourishes the roots of my soul
For the trees reflect who and how I

can be
Standing tall, true, honest and

undeniably me
Unafraid to love, to give, to share and

to bend
So I bless the forests
As I learn from them

                            by Clare Dubois
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This week we

pray for - 



PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES AND FUTURE GIVING.

Envelopes can be collected from the church and are available on the table in the foyer. They can be
collected for you by a friend or your visitor if you are at the church at any time.  

Jeannine and Graeme continue to be at the church each Sunday from

10.00 to 10.30 am and envelopes can be collected then. Any members

may use the envelopes even if you haven’t used them in the past.  No

recording of the numbers will be done so just take the envelopes as

required.

Our Treasurer, Jeannine, on behalf of Church Council, thanks sincerely all of our members who have
continued their giving so generously throughout the whole year, but especially in the past few months
of lockdown.

Could any cheques sent in the mail have; "Attention Treasurer" on the front of the envelope as this saves
Glen opening them. 
 
1. Direct Debit
Please contact myself or Graeme Allen if you require any help doing this, and so we can supply you
our banking details 

2. PayPal (via Belmont Uniting Church website) 

3. By mail (cheques only - do not send cash)   Belmont Uniting Church    PO Box 480   Belmont 3216

Please DO NOT place money or envelopes in the letterbox at the Church. Feel free to contact myself
or Graeme if you have any queries:  Jeannine Oman -Treasurer - jeannineoman62@gmail.com
0499119101      Graeme Allen— Assistant Treasurer - 0416148080
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Young People’s Program 

We offer all our young people our prayers and
support as they continue with online learning

from the comfort of their homes. 

The Young People’s program for the next month
will be based on Creation and will continue to be

provided via the church website. Sunday 6th
September was the reading of the Creation Story
from the Bible. For Sunday, 13th September the

theme will be Forests, followed by Land,
Outback/Wilderness and will culminate with

River on 4th October. 

I am looking forward to thinking more about the
Spirit of Creation and how we can care for God’s

World with the Young People’s Group.  

Thank you so much to those young people and
families who have contributed pictures,
drawings, and videos for the program. 
                                Kind regards, Lynne 
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Contribution to the Newsletter

If you wish to contribute to our
Newsletter, please email Ray & Julie

Ferguson at the News Desk  
rayjulie@internode.on.net

From the Treasurer

                                                                                                          b y  J e a n n i n e  O m a n



Recollections of Some Things My Father Taught 
Me When I Was Quite Young by Mary E. Thomas

1. I did not like vegetables (but had to eat them.)
    My father said, "What won't fatten will fill."

2. Some things were quite hard when I started 
Primary School.

   My father said, "When at first you don't succeed, 
try, try again.

3. When I complained about things I found hard to do as I grew older I was told -
    "Where there's a will there's a way," and there usually was.

But the most important thing I learned at my father's knee as a tiny child was a Bible verse :-
Revelation 3 : 20 "Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I

will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.

This is the King James Authorized version, "Still the version dear to our hearts."

***************************************
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CONGRATULATIONS

To the Grandparents John & Jenny Tiglias & of course the Parents Cheri & Ian on the
safe arrival of Isla Rose on Tuesday 8th September in W.A. 

 Proud Dad Ian & proud big sister Aria                     Isla Rose

An offering of our lives 

There are many ways to
care for the earth in our

everyday life. Composting,
gardening, taking more
active and sustainable

transport options (walking,
cycling, public transport),
holidaying domestically

rather than internationally,
switching to renewable

energy, and reducing meat
consumption are just a few

examples. 

Creating God, your name is written in
every leaf, every bird, every river,
every stone, every living being. 

Thank you for calling us by name. 
Thank you for your continued creating
power in moisture, rivers, forests and

oceans. 
Make us attentive to the wounds of the

earth and willing to work for the
healing of the whole creation. 

Send us out as your hands and feet to
care for the earth and take action on
climate change so that we and our

children can enjoy an abundant nature
and live a long life on earth. Amen. 

***************************************************************



  

E n i d  W i s e  -  1 5 t h  S e p t e m b e r
( A  H a p p y  9 5 t h  B i r t h d a y )

M a r i l y n  F u n s t o n  -  1 7 t h  S e p t e m b e r
L o r n a  F r a n c i s  -  1 8 t h  S e p t e m b e r
R o b i n  H a r t l e y  -  2 0 t h  S e p t e m b e r

H a p p y  B i r t h d a y  t o  Y o u ,  h a p p y  b i r t h d a y  t o  y o u ,
h a p p y  b i r t h d a y  d e a r  E n i d ,  M a r i l y n ,  L o r n a  &  R o b i n

h a p p y  b i r t h d a y  t o  y o u .
 
 

Hearing young voices
Are you under 50? Would you like your voice to be heard? We’ve created a new survey 
that seeks to identify issues, challenges and opportunities members of our Synod have 
experienced that have led and/or prevented them from sharing their gifts, voices and 
talents in the church. The data collected will inform a report to Synod 2021. 
For more information, contact your Presbytery or our Young Adults Coordinator, 
Robin Yang.

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                             Please note : The Crosslight is not                    
                                                                                                                             mailed out at this time. If you wish to            
                                                                                                                             view a copy please go online 

                                                       
                                                                                                             https://crosslight.org.au/

Staying cyber safe

COVID-19 has seen a dramatic escalation in cyber attacks and we urge you to remain 
vigilant in protecting your digital assets, particularly your email accounts. Some of 
the hackers are very sophisticated and are using COVID-19 themed emails to try to 
trick people out of money. 
The Government’s Scamwatch has received more than 3060 COVID-themed reports, 
with more than $1.3 million in reported losses. IT Services has compiled a resource 
explaining some of these recent attacks and also tips on how to protect yourself 
from scams.
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Thank you to those who have let me know about birthday celebrations particularly the
Pastoral Carers. I will continue to include these in the newsletter and also will
announce them at the service on Sunday when possible. Please let me know if there
are any more birthdays and celebrations to be included via my email.            
             lynne.rankin@bigpond.com                     Kind regards Lynne

e-news update



Community Sharing  
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Some wonderful photos  based on our September theme - The Spirit
of Creation.

Supplied by Brian & Elizabeth Wood - The photos are from the local countryside.

A wonder of nature, grass trees
regrow within weeks after fire at

Anakie
*********************************

A rainbow over a Canola crop at
dawn - Inverleigh

The triplets having lunch at
Shelford

      Supplied by Jenny Tiglias  - The photos are some of our endangered species

WILDERNESS
There are worlds waiting to be

discovered in your own
backyard.  Learning more
about the world you live in

will give you more to
celebrate.  Go outside as if
you are on an expedition. 

 Bring binoculars and a
magnifying glass.  Search for

new forms of life hiding
under rocks or at the top of
trees.  Once you’ve got to

know your backyard, think of
exploring the local river, tidal
pool, check out wild life, bird
watching, watch sea lions –

you’ll see how each life-form
is a unique celebration of life

itself. (Lorraine Leitch)  

SOWING SEEDS
Plant something that will outlive you so

that the next generation can enjoy it. 
 Plant a tree and imagine the way it will
brighten the landscape long after you’ve
gone.  Planting seeds of any kind gives
you a special connection to the larger
flow of life.  Have fun with it.  Plant a

loved one’s favourite flower in a pot for
their birthday.  Plant quick growing
edibles such as pick-again lettuce for

Christmas.  (Lorraine Leitch)



CURRENT FROM 11:59pm 13 SEPTEMBER FOR REGIONAL VICTORIA

Stay safe by washing your hands regularly, coughing and sneezing into your elbow,
keeping at least 1.5 metres from others and staying home if you feel unwell.

If you have symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) get tested.

 Only leave home for 4 reasons: school or work (if these can not be 
 done from home), care or caregiving, to purchase essentials, exercise.

Key points
1.

   2. Public gatherings: up to 5 people from a maximum of 2 households         
       can meet outdoors for social interaction (infants under 12 months of    
       age are not included in the cap) 

   3. Visitors to the home: "Single person bubble" 1 nominated visitor if    
        living alone/single parent (all children under 18)
 
   4. Childcare is open to all children

   5. Schools return to onsite learning from Term 4 with safety measures

   6. Outdoor exercise and recreation allowed

   7. Restaurants and cafes open for takeaway and delivery only

   8. Retail: open, with density and other restrictions, hairdressing open
**************************
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This is an anxious and uncertain time for everyone, and support is vital and available. For more
information about managing stress and support options, call the Coronavirus Mental Wellbeing Support

Services on 1800 512 348 or visit coronavirus.vic.gov.au.

Road map out of lockdown

Victorian Premier Daniel Andrews has provided details of coming changes to
COVID-19 restrictions.


