
 

Due to the number of queries coming
into our Synod office it’s becoming

increasingly difficult for people,
congregations, presbyteries and

organisations to stay abreast of what is
and isn’t permitted. In a bid to assist

you, our Coronavirus Crisis Team has
gathered your frequently asked

questions and attempted to provide
easy answers, saving you from having to
pick up a phone or send an email.                     
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Birthdays

We would like to celebrate with you
significant events and milestones such as
birthdays and anniversaries.  You may
forward the details to Lynne Rankin and
then watch this space.                                    
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Invitation - Virtual Morning Tea
Who says that we can no longer get together for a good old yarn and a catch up over cuppa after worship
service of a Sunday morning? Those of us who joined did just that at 11.00am last Sunday morning. It was
great to see each other and to hear each others voices at the same time sharing what has occupied us in the

last few weeks. We would like to invite you to join us every Sunday morning at 11.00am for a time of catch -
up and fellowship. Join us for half an hour or just for 5 minutes. We would love to see you. A Zoom invitation
will be emailed to you on Friday each week. Hit the link provided, bring your cuppa and your story to share.

See You Sunday Morning!!!     

W e e k l y  E m a i l  N e w s l e t t e r
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HOLY COMMUNION

As you are aware, since the beginning of the COVID19 restrictions, 
we ceased all face to face worship gatherings including our monthly 
Holy Communion. Although our National Assembly has authorised 
and given guidance to congregations who may wish to receive 
Holy Communion online, we took the view that our congregation 
shall observe a period of Holy Communion 'fasting' until such time as 
we are all able to meet together physically. 

It has been some time since we made that decision and in light of the latest information on restrictions, it is
only proper that the Executive review our current practises including Holy Communion. Over the coming
weeks, the Executive will engage in this work and will inform the rest of the congregation of any changes. 

The Executive will appreciate any general comments from members in relation to how we are going and more
specifically on ways that would enhance and build up the life and vitality of our community. 

*********************************
Kalkee Murray News
A warm hello from Uniting AgeWell Kalkee Murray.
 
Since March I’ve only been allowed to minister as Chaplain at this one Kalkee site so unfortunately I don’t have
news from Nangatta, Costa Court or Day Respite.
 
Our Murray residents still connected with Belmont Uniting Church have really appreciated receiving your
weekly newsletters.  I would like to thank all those who have been involved in putting that together over so
many weeks now.
 
During the lock down and subsequent visitor restrictions, residents have been extremely accepting but are
understandably frustrated.  I really feel for them and believe they have been very brave. Please uphold them in
your prayers.
 
George Tresidder went into hospital in mid-June and underwent a complete knee reconstruction.  We are
incredibly grateful that the surgery was successful and that George's rehabilitation went well and that he has
recently been able to return to Murray.
 
I ask you to also remember George in your prayers. He’d be very happy for you to phone him. His direct line
here is 03 5244 1180.
 
We are very much missing the wonderful volunteers from Belmont UCA who so faithfully give of their time in
service here and we can’t wait to be able to welcome you back when that is allowed!
 
Sincere thanks,
 
Rev Robert Van Zetten

******************************************

HALL USE 

The Mini Maestros program has returned to our Hall. Previously they have used the Meeting Room (Sunday
School) each Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday mornings.

To meet the Social Distancing requirements they are conducting their program in the Fellowship Room. This
will mean that the Fellowship Room will be “Off Limits” for us until we resume our regular Church functions
and the social distancing rules are relaxed.

Mini Maestros will carry out all the necessary recording and Hygiene requirements for their program and the
areas they use.

Church members are requested to refrain from using The Fellowship Room and the Disabled Toilets unless
absolutely necessary. 
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Greetings to you all in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,

When I left on my annual leave just over three weeks ago, we were beginning to see some of the restrictions
lifted. In just a matter of days, things turned for the worse as we experienced a spike in the number of
infections in hot spot areas in Metropolitan Melbourne. 

We discovered that although our experiences were unique and often very different, each one of us shared how
this time has profoundly changed us. I believe that this is a collective experience for all of us who are living
through this strange time. Being forced to spend time away from family, having to relate to them via zoom or
other online mediums, working from home and social distancing are necessary and important at this time.
Yes, I know that we must all do all these things! But it is not easy.  

In our reading this week from Genesis, we hear about a man called Jacob. He’s taking a long, hard journey, and
there have been very challenging moments along the way. One evening, he stops to rest for the night. He takes
a stone to put under his head and goes to sleep. He has a dream and, in that dream, God says, “I am the Lord,
the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your
offspring…”

This story is meant to remind us that God keeps promises. Jacob was promised a safe place to live, a long line
of children and grandchildren, and God’s constant loving presence in his life. Maybe Jacob was scared these
things weren’t going to happen anymore. Perhaps the challenges that Jacob had faced made him doubt his
journey was worth anything. Maybe he wondered if God was still there, or if he’d been forgotten, left behind.

All throughout the Bible, and in so many ways, we’re reminded of God keeping God’s promises, through
stories and other people’s experiences. I think the biggest and best promise of all is this one: God makes
promises to be with us no matter what. To love us, no matter what. 

My fellow sojourners in the faith, this time of pandemic can easily make us feel alone and isolated. But rest
assured of God’s promise that in our loneliness and isolation, God is there with us. It is my prayer that in the
days and weeks ahead, you would encounter a sense of God’s presence with you even in the strangest of
circumstances or the unlikeliest of moments. For Jacob, it came in the middle of the night, in a foreign land by
way of a dream. May Jacob's experience of God be so for you too - for God, everything is possible. 

Your Servant In Christ,     Rev Ikani Vaitohi

We should not be surprised because this year has been
marked by the fact that things kept changing all the
time. We have had to get used to so many new
routines: different ways of being in community
together, be it worship, pastoral care, meeting or
outreach; we have had to navigate this time by
adopting new ways of being the people of God in this
pandemic time. It is exhausting, I know.

Taking time away from the routine of life in an
intentional way can be a great way of reflecting and
appreciating the journey that we are in. My family and
I went away for a few days, and it was such an excellent
opportunity to stop and take stock. We reflected on
what has been new for us as family and individuals
during this time. What were some of the things we
enjoyed most and what were some of the most
difficult things?
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Lectionary Readings

July 19 - Pent 7
Gen 28: 10-91
Psalm 139: 1-12, 23-24
Rom 8: 12-25
Mt 13: 24-30, 36-43

July 26 - Pent 8
Gen 29: 15-28
Psalm 105: 1-11
Rom 8: 26-39
Mt 13: 31-33, 44-52

Materials for 'Worship at home" are prepared by the © ROOTS for Churches Ltd 2020 www.rootsontheweb.com

August 2 - Pent 9
Gen 32: 22- 31
Psalm 17: 1- 7, 15
Rom 9: 1-5
Mt 14: 13-21

August 9 - Pent 10
Gen 37: 1- 4, 12-28
Psalm 105: 1- 6
Rom 10: 5-15
Mt 14: 22-33, 16-22, 45b

How often do you hear a good story?
Why do you think Jesus told stories (parables)?  
Why are stories powerful?

A Prayer of Approach
Lord, it is so good to read your Word, and hear the parables you told. But, Lord, we can’t leave it there.
We must take note of the explanation, and work it out in our own lives. Help us, O Lord, to listen, to learn and
to act. Amen.

Notes on the Bible Reading
The telling of parables was a common method of teaching. Parables are short stories to illustrate a point;
sometimes – but not always – the elements in the narrative are intended as metaphors for something that
helps us to understand the meaning.
In this passage, we hear Jesus telling us the ‘parable of the sower’ and afterwards taking the time to explain it to
the disciples (he does not always do this!). In the Gospels, Jesus often uses illustrations that would have had a
particular resonance with his agricultural audience.
We use pictures and metaphors to communicate ideas all the time. It is a powerful method of teaching. Both
Old Testament writers use pictures to speak of abstract concepts (e.g. God’s word). Paul uses metaphors of
walking and dwelling to speak of the ways in which believers’ lives are bound up with the Spirit of God. Jesus,
the master storyteller, conjures up pictures to communicate deep truths about people and the work of God.
In this parable, the sower was ‘broadcasting’ the seeds, indiscriminately. This is what we are called to do with
the word of God as disciples of Jesus. In what ways can we share the story of Jesus with those we meet?

Questions for Refection
1.
2.
3.

A Prayer for Others
Lord God, we pray today for all the people given the great privilege of spreading your Gospel. We pray for the
Church worldwide, but in particular in the places where people are still persecuted for their beliefs. We pray
for our ministers, who prayerfully seek your face, and bring us the words and understanding we need to
become more faithful followers of you. We pray for writers and poets, as they pore over your word, and seek
the guidance of the Holy Spirit to bring your message to life on the page. We pray for artists and all
craftspeople who draw inspiration from your word, and speak to us through their creations. Amen.

Live your Faith
Look for an opportunity to tell your Christian story this week.



Beryl Johns
Yvonne Johnston
Ann Jones
Bill & Pam Jones
Ron Jones

Each week, in alphabetical order     
as per our Church Roll, we are         
asked to pray for 5 members or    
 families of our congregation. This
week we are praying for the
following: 

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.                       Prayer Requests:

                       Please forward your prayer requests to Liz Moss 
                                 by emailing - liz.moss@bigpond.com
                                               Mobile: 0428 579 479

                                                   *************************************

b y  P e t e r  W o o d s

Dear Heavenly Father, help us to know the importance of
developing a healthy spiritual life whereby we meditate on Your
Word, spend time in prayer, seek the guidance of Your Holy Spirit
and accept the loving grace of Jesus.

Dear God, we pray for people who are struggling with different
types of cancer.  Draw close to them and may they know Your
healing power.  Guide doctors and specialists to provide the best
treatment and on-going care for their  patients.

Dear Lord, help us to never neglect to glorify You and give You
thanks and praise for all You have done in this world and in our
lives.  May we remain open to Your leading and daily rely on Your
strength and power.                                                       Amen
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Let’s celebrate the blessing of God in all creation as we pray

God of the glistening sun on the ocean,
The wind whispering in the trees,

The laughter of the children,
The wisdom of the elders.

Help us to recognise
The oneness of all things

And celebrate human creativity,
Compassion, endurance and love.

Empower us to recognise
The oneness of all things

In the wonder of Your creation.
Amen



NEW PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES AND FUTURE GIVING.

Envelopes for the 2020-21 are now available for any of our members who desire to use them.  These
envelopes have numbers on them but the recording of these has been discontinued in view of the difficulties
caused by of lack of person-power to record and the fact that the reason for doing the recording has been
found to be of minimal use. The weekly dates are still on the envelopes.

Envelopes can be collected from the church and are available on the table in the foyer and can be collected
for you by a friend or your visitor if you are at the church at any time.  

Jeannine and Graeme continue to be at the church each Sunday from 10.00 to 10.30 am and envelopes can be
collected then. Any members may use the envelopes even if you haven’t used them in the past.  No recording
of the numbers will be done so just take the envelopes as required.

Our Treasurer, Jeannine, on behalf of Church Council, thanks sincerely all of our members who have
continued their giving so generously throughout the whole year, but especially in the past few months of
lockdown.
Many of you have been using direct debit in the past few months and may wish to continue to give in this way
in the future.  That option is still available for you.  In the meantime current methods of giving remain.

Graeme Allen
(Planned Giving)

Could any cheques sent in the mail have; "Attention Treasurer" on the front of the envelope as this saves Glen
opening them. 
 
1. Direct Debit
Please contact myself or Graeme Allen if you require any help doing this, and so we can supply you our
banking details 

2. PayPal (via Belmont Uniting Church website) 

3. By mail (cheques only - do not send cash)   Belmont Uniting Church    PO Box 480   Belmont 3216

Please DO NOT place money or envelopes in the letterbox at the Church. Feel free to contact myself or
Graeme if you have any queries:  Jeannine Oman -Treasurer - jeannineoman62@gmail.com 0499119101 
                       Graeme Allen— Assistant Treasurer - 0416148080
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Young People's Program
We offer all our young people our prayers and support as they continue to adapt to the new online learning
environment from the comfort of their homes. Part of that support is the offering of online YPG's program
provided by their leader Lynne Rankin. A weekly story and activities are prepared and posted up onto our

website for our young people to enjoy. 
Thank you Lynne for this great initiative. 

 

b y  J e a n n i n e  O m a n
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If you wish to contribute to our
Newsletter, please email Ray & Julie

Ferguson at the News Desk  
rayjulie@internode.on.net

Something to ponder about on a rainy day!!!!

What always ends Everything?



Pastoral Care Committee 
Convenor: Liz Moss - 0428 579 479
Elizabeth Wood - 03 52434684
Loris Jackson - 0418 334 994
Katrina Hass - 0400 465 023
Brian Couper - 0403 591 635
Neville Funston - 0423 712 398
Ikani Vaitohi - 0432 680 028

The Great Carpenter
 Time is a River
 50 Countries affected by
COVID19

What's New on our secure
page this week -
Please go to
https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au,
click on 'Member Area' then put in
password and ENJOY!

Inspirational videos contributed
by Sharon Welgus
The Blessing Australia
Inspirational Videos contributed
by John and Marlene Wilson

1.
2.
3.

You can either email Ikani with
your contribution or record a
video clip and send it through and
Ikani will post it up on our page
for everyone to enjoy.
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New Password
The secure page on our website is
for our members access only. In
order to maintain the security of

this page, we will change the
password access from time to

time. The new password will be
emailed to those with email

addresses or is available by phone
from the minister.   

 
Website

https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au
We encourage all of you with internet access to keep checking our website for up-to-date

information on services and activities of our congregation. Every week, there will be a pre-
recorded service for that Sunday posted up on the front page of our website.

YOUTUBE 
https://m.youtube.com/channel/UC6mXx6ryp1AegGlrhv3W2Lg  

Please check out our YouTube channel for all our recorded Sunday services and other
congregational related videos.

Please Note

A change to the foyer of the church. 
                                            

•    a hand sanitizer station
•    sanitizing wipes (for door handles etc)

•    signage for hand washing
•    a book to record persons entering the church building

Although we are not yet able to hold services, many of our members
come in and out of the buildings during the week.

We would encourage you to practice hand washing and to wipe down
surfaces that you might touch.

This will also help us get into practice for when we are able to hold
events at the church!

Please take note of new signage within the church building

---------------------------------------------------

The new password will give you
access to our secure page on our
website. The contents on this
page is for our members only

                RECIPE  FOR  HAPPY  HEARTS                

To make these lovely happy hearts, 
take down a bowl and make a start:

       1 good Cup  of FRIENDLINESS add
       Half a pound of CHEERFULNESS,

       3 BIG SMILES are needed next and 
       please make sure these are your best.

       Half a cup of SWEETNESS will do when       
        added with 2 large cups of KINDNESS too.

              Flavour with ESSENCE OF PEACE AND CONTENT        
       Then add a large PINCH OF MERRIMENT

          If you want these to rise as though they ought        
        Beat together with a HAPPY THOUGHT.

          Always take these with you when you’re able and       
       Dish them out with your biggest LADLE.

       This recipe has stood the test 
    From one who knows   

IT  IS  THE  BEST.
                                                                                                            Loris Jackson



J e a n  M u r r a y  -  2 6 t h  J u l y  
 

 Happy birthday to you, happy birthday to you, happy birthday dear Jean, happy birthday
to you. Hip hip hooray! Hip hip hooray! Hip Hip Hooray!!!

                                                                                                                                                                              from Lynne Rankin  
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Editor's Note - As birthdays are not included on Pastoral Care lists we only have some
members' birthdays at this stage. Could all members email Lynne Rankin or if you have no

email let your Pastoral Care visitor know your birthday if you wish to be included.

Take six coins and arrange them in a triangle as shown in the
image. Your goal is to rearrange the coins into a hexagon with
only four moves. Every move consists of sliding one coin to a

new location where it touches at least two other coins.



O f t e n  i n  t h i s  t i m e  o f  r e s t r i c t i o n  w e  f i n d  t h e  d a y s  l o n g  a n d  l o n e l y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  w e  a r e
a l o n e .  I t  i s  a  t i m e  w h e n  w e  o f t e n  d r a w  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  i n s p i r e  u s  a n d  g i v e  u s  a
l i f t  f o r  t h e  d a y  o r  a t  l e a s t  m o m e n t a r i l y .  I t  m a y  b e  o u r  f a v o u r i t e  b i b l e  s t o r y  o r  a
p a r t i c u l a r  v e r s e ,  w o r d s  a n d  t u n e  o f  a  h y m n ,  a  p o e m ,  a  v i d e o  f r o m  y o u t u b e ,  o r  t h o s e
p h o t o s  f r o m  y o u r  f a m i l y  o r  t h a t  m e m o r a b l e  t r i p .  T h e s e  t h i n g s  a s s i s t  a n d  s u s t a i n  u s  a n d  I
i n v i t e  y o u  t o  s h a r e  t h e m  w i t h  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  a s  a  w a y  o f  i n s p i r i n g  u s  a l l .  F o r w a r d  y o u r
c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  u s  v i a  e m a i l  ( r a y j u l i e @ i n t e r n o d e . o n . n e t ) a n d  w e  w i l l  i n c l u d e  i t  o n  t h e
C o m m u n i t y  S h a r i n g  p a g e  o f  o u r  N e w s l e t t e r .

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
      

From Elizabeth and Brian Wood
“Brian & I were invited to attend Kees De Meester’s service in Castlemaine on 29th June. It was a privilege to
join with Kees adult children and Kees’ friends to celebrate his life. 
                      Kees de Meester: Eulogy given by his daughter Yvonne Deans 29 June 2020.
Christened Cornelis, Dad adopted the colloquial abbreviation of Kees, but soon discovered when arriving in
Australia in 1958 that his name was going to be problematic – long form or short form.  Keys, Keith, Casey,
Cornelius.  His friends called him Kees pronounced Case.

He was born in 1928 in Ellewoutsdijk, a small village in the low country of an already low country.. Holland.
He was the son of Jozina and Pieter de Meester.  An older brother to his sister Cornelia.

It was a life few of us would relate to in today’s world. It revolved around God, family, tradition and work.  A
life uncomplicated by ambition or high expectations.
His father worked as a farm hand for a rich man who owned 6 horses, a few cows and had 4 men working for
him.  During the depression there were only 2 work days a week but Pieter maintained that “It is God’s will.
Just carry your cross and don’t complain.” 

Dad rarely spoke of his childhood.  The reality was that they were poor, living through a depression with
unskilled parents.  Then, in 1940, when dad was 12, the Germans took over and occupied Holland for 5 years.
Dad told me the war years were not too bad for his family because they were farmers and grew their own
food.  His education was basic - he attended the local School of the Bible with his sister.

Soon after the war ended, dad got a job on a barge that plied the canals of Holland delivering goods.  He
would watch the cargo being unloaded from his barge onto the seagoing ships and dreamed about working on
the bigger boats which would also enable him to see the world.
  
The opportunity came, and he joined the Merchant navy. For 12 years his work took him as far north as the
Arctic circle in Sweden to North Africa in the Mediterranean, transporting goods as varied as timber from
Scandinavia to oranges from Spain.  
His mother asked in a letter once whether the boats anchored on Sundays to observe the day of rest and
worship.  He didn’t tell me what he wrote back. These were the halcyon days.

His favourite ship was the Westerdok, which he worked on for 10 years.  
There is a model of it here today. The Westerdok had a couple of cabins 
and would occasionally take passengers and in 1957 my mother travelled 
on board going to England for a short holiday. He offered to show her 
around London. Romance blossomed but before any wedding bells could 
chime a promise was extracted – "When we marry you leave the sea."  
Needless to say my mother got her way.
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died aged 35. Mum had baby Richard in Port Moresby in 1969 and I am told that I was very disappointed that
he was not like all the other babies in PNG were. 

The Dream #3 Travel
Dad made the most of the travel that became available to the family through his employment with Ansett and
we made a number of trips back to Holland.  While living in PNG, we travelled the country extensively visiting
remote mission stations in the Highlands, active volcanos in Rabaul, Leprosy colonies, the Trobriand Islands.
We travelled to places I’m sure you could not travel to today.  Dad loved PNG and was sorry to leave it in 1972,
but independence was imminent and the impact was unknown.
Later on, when Ron, Rick and I had left home mum and dad travelled to Vietnam, Indonesia, South Africa,
New Zealand, a Mediterranean Cruise, European bus trip and a number of visits to Holland.

The Dream #4 Become Australian
While he loved Australia and called it home, Dad hated vegemite, never went to a footy game, only just
managed to eat a meat pie but said tomato sauce ruined it.  He adopted happily the Ozzie uniform of singlet,
shorts and thongs.  In 2006 he, with mum, finally became an Australian citizen.
As far as shorts go, they were provided by Ansett as part of his uniform.  In PNG I don’t think he wore a pair of
long pants the whole time we were there.  He went a beautiful brown colour and his blue eyes lit up his brown
face.  

There is no time to tell about his 32 years at Ansett, his “Clerk of the Decade” award for being an all round
good bloke, his commitment to raise his children in a Christian family, his legacy of a box of super 8 home
movies, his hobby of building model ships, perfectly suited to his steady hand and patience; some of his work
is here today and his love of bike riding which was his form of transport to and from work for most of his
working life and which he pursued until his mid 80’s.  I think his highlight would have been when he and Ron
rode to Sydney in the late 70’s.
 

They married in 1958 and shortly after, with the promise of a better life, they sailed to Australia.  The ship
docked at Port Melbourne at 10am and by 3pm mum had started work as a live in housekeeper.  Dad obtained a
job a couple of days later.

In time they had enough money to put a deposit on a block of land in Airport West.  The great Australian
dream had begun. The dream #1: Own your own home.  Mum sewed all the curtains, dad made all the
cupboards.  They decorated the house with the 10 pieces of furniture and 3 pictures they had brought from
Holland.

The dream #2 Start the family.  I was born in 1959. The first child of these new migrants, I spoke Dutch as easily
as I spoke English.  A year later mum gave birth to Judith who was born with a genetic condition.  She never left
the humidicrib.  Mum was sent home and Dad would go into the hospital every day by tram, to deliver
expressed milk.  She survived for 2 weeks.
In 1963 the middle child, the first boy was born.  How adorable he looked; the artist of the family, the black
sheep, funny, adventurous Ron.  How could anyone know that our hearts would be broken in 1998 when he 

Dad had a good life.  Dad was a good man.  He used his hands to build things and to create things.  He used his
time for his work and his family.  He used his voice to speak when he had something to say and knew what it
was.  He was disciplined, not given to excess, he was ordinary and uncomplicated.  He did not seek company
but enjoyed it when it came his way.
 
He was not on committees, clubs, not a sportsman nor a sports follower.  He attended concerts and other
events because he was so good to my mother.  He was so very good to my mother and especially in her last
years when her health deteriorated and her spirit declined.  After mum died in October 2018 there was a
massive shift in my relationship with dad.  He became part of my everyday life.  He saw how I lived, met my
friends, regularly helped in the garden, helped me make marmalade, sat at peace and looked through our
books, watched the birds, bonded with Blue the dog.  From my side I discovered my father and got to know
him very well.  Not an effusive man, not given to spontaneous affection, he told me he loved me.  And I told
him that I loved him.  We ran out of time and I will miss him dearly – there is a hole in my life.
 
Special hello to Hepburn House who are watching this via livestream. For the last three years Dad has lived
there and over that time it became his home and my second home.  That’s how we both felt.  Thank you to the
staff and residents who knew, cared for and appreciated dad.  Some of you had a special relationship with him,
you know who you are.  Thank you.  Many of you have stopped me to share warm thoughts and words, a
gentle man, a beautiful man, a kind man, the man with eyes that twinkled, the man who was so predictable and
so reliable.  No more laps of the building Dad, your exercises are done.  The jigsaws are back in the cupboard
and the models are on display. The room is tidy and your bed is made just how you like it.  Rest in peace Dad,
rest in peace.



A DAY IN THE LIFE OF TWO INTREPID TRAVELLERS – PAT AND JEAN
In a recent Newsletter, Ray and Julie asked “Do you have a holiday story to tell?”  Well, that really brought
back numerous holiday memories for me!

Austria is one of my favourite countries, particularly the cities of 
Vienna and Salzburg, and the little village of Hallstatt.  In the last 
20 years I have been privileged to have visited these places four 
times.  However, I will start by sharing a snippet which Pat saw 
published recently in The Age under the heading “Odd Spot”.

“Business has stopped for Vienna’s ornate, centuries-old horse-drawn carriages since the city has been in
lockdown caused by coronavirus.  Now without tourists, many of the carriages and their bowler-hatted
drivers are delivering free meals to Vienna’s elderly.  Driver Christian Gerzabek said his horses still needed
their exercise.  “It’s also a bit of a signal that despite all this we are here for people and glad to do our bit”, he
says.  The free meals – 350 each day for those too old or too ill to cook – are coming from the kitchens of
Vienna’s InterContinental Hotel, which was forced to close because of the corona crisis.”

These horse-drawn open carriages are called FIAKERS. 
No, it’s not a typo, and no, I am not swearing!   
In “non-virus times” the fiakers are very popular with 
tourists who are taken on a ride around the cobbled 
streets of Old Vienna with their driver giving an 
interesting commentary along the way.  It is like stepping 
back into an earlier age.  You quite expect to see Mozart 
and his contemporaries walking by!  I’m sure some readers 
will have enjoyed a fiaker ride in Vienna or Salzburg.

                               The grandest building in Vienna is St Stephansdom- St Stephens Cathedral.  
It is said that the cathedral is the very heart and soul of Vienna. 
Its spire dominates the skyline.  Largely destroyed in World War II, 
the cathedral was restored to its former glory by the efforts of the 
entire nation.  Pat (my sister) and I attended worship there on 
Ascension Day in 2005 and again in 2007 when we were on our 
month-long “Murray Girls’ Musical Tour” in Europe, doing our 
own thing, travelling on public transport, staying in cheap hotels 
and following in the footsteps of some of our favourite musicians!  
We planned our trip so we could be in Vienna for Ascension Day, 
Salzburg for Pentecost and Leipzig  (Germany) for Trinity Sunday.  
On all three occasions, celebrating very significant dates in our 
Christian calendar, we experienced very special worship services 
with magnificent organ playing, plus choirs singing - all in German, 
very inspiring and edifying  (even though we don’t speak much German)!!!

Ascension Day is celebrated 40 days after Easter Day, so it always falls on a Thursday and is a public holiday
(half-day or full-day) in many European countries. On Ascension Day in 2005 and 2007 we arrived at St
Stephens at least an hour before the service starting time in order to get a seat!  The huge cathedral was
absolutely packed, with hundreds more standing in the aisles or sitting on the floor for the whole service.  A
full orchestra along with the mighty, thunderous organ provided the music!  It really was an exceptional
worship service and it thrilled our souls to see so many people in attendance.  As the music transported us, we
felt as if we were soaring “up there” amongst the angels!  Wow, what a day in Vienna!               
                                                                                                                                               Jean Murray and Pat Lloyd

                                                                                                                     

                                                                     Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
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JULY IS FRONTIER SERVICES MONTH

OUR FUND-RAISER FOR FRONTIER SERVICES

“DRIVE-THROUGH VIRTUAL COFFEE EVENT” IS FAST APPROACHING!
Please refer to recent Newsletters for details.  SATURDAY, 25th JULY is the date, FROM 10.30 AM TO 11.00 AM!  
Being a “Virtual Coffee Event” means you don’t actually get a cup of coffee, but you do have the opportunity to
financially support Benjamin Quilliam and his ministry through Frontier Services. The red buckets will be there to
receive your donations, plus members of the Mission and Outreach Committee. 
 
For those wishing to receive a RECEIPT from Frontier Services, please place your donation in an envelope labelled
with your name, address and the amount of your donation.

How we all look forward to the time when we can get together for a coffee, a chat and fellowship!  However, that’s not
happening just yet  They say “patience is a virtue” and we need lots of that at the moment!  In the meantime, may we all
do the best we can in the current circumstances – supporting, caring and praying for the Quilliam family, our friends
and neighbours, and indeed our own Church Family.

If you have any questions, please contact Rosslyn Buckwell (Ph 0407 326 023) or myself    (Ph 52 43 4103).

                                                                           THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!!
                                                 Jean Murray and members of the Mission and Outreach Committee.

*********************************************************

                                                   THE FRONTIER SERVICES STORY CONTINUES………

This article confirms my belief that John Flynn was a very humble servant!  It is an excerpt from “The Man on
the Twenty Dollar Note – Flynn of the Inland” by Everald Compton.

Flynn happily recalled one pleasant Sunday when he had attended a morning service here as one of the
congregation.  As he walked outside at the conclusion of worship, not wearing his clerical collar, an elderly
woman approached him.  She was totally unaware of who he was.

“My friends tell me that you are a clergyman, sir,” the woman said.  “Yes, I am,” Flynn replied politely.  “And
where is your congregation located?”  Flynn waved his arm towards the horizon.  “Out there where the sun goes
down,” he said.  “So it is a country parish.  Is it a large one?”  Flynn replied, “Actually, it is the largest in
Australia.  It covers about 80% of the continent.”

Her eyes widened in amazement, so he gave her a brief version of the Australian Inland Mission’s work.  “Oh,
my goodness me, you are Flynn of the Inland,” she stammered.
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“Actually, I am just John Flynn, a bush parson.”  The woman went on to say, “I really don’t know what to say,
Mr Flynn.  I find it hard to comprehend that one man could have dreamed this vision, let alone achieved it.” 
 Flynn replied, “It has not been too difficult.  I have had many wonderful helpers.”

A gleam returned to his eye as he thought about this conversation.  No matter what the Board* may do to him,
his life would always be centred and focused on the valiant and friendly people who lived out there where the
sun goes down.  In his view, they had been, and still were, and always would be, the very fibre of the nation.

* Unfortunately the Presbyterian Board of Missions in Sydney didn’t always agree with Flynn’s proposals and made things
very difficult for him from time to time!

                                                                   

                                                                    

  FLYNN’S “MANTLE OF SAFETY”

In providing his Mantle of Safety across this vast land, Flynn’s vision from 1912, as Superintendent of the
Australian Inland Mission, had four components:   1. To establish small bush hospitals, each staffed by two
nurses serving the people in remote areas;    2. To place ordained ministers as Outback Padres in various
Patrol Areas;  3.  To establish the Aerial Medical Service with flying doctors; and  4.  To build a “cathedral”
right in the centre of Australia at Alice Springs.

The first hospital was built in 1912 at Oodnadatta, followed by twenty others in subsequent years at places such
as Alice Springs, Beltana, Birdsville, Dunbar, Esperance, Fitzroy Crossing, Halls Creek, Innamincka, Marble
Bar, Port Hedland, Victoria River Downs, etc etc. (I imagine many readers have visited some of these outback
areas in more recent times, in the comfort of air conditioned 4-wheel drive vehicles or tour buses!)

In a previous issue of the Newsletter (14 June 2020) you would have read that the Royal Flying Doctor Service
currently operates out of 24 bases with 69 planes.  That Mantle of Safety continues to grow with the times and
to evolve year after year!
    
                                                                                                                                                 Article by Jean Murray

************************************************

Australian Inland Mission Hospital - Lake Clare - Central Wheatbelt

From Flynn of the Overland to the Royal Flying Doctor Service 
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COVID SAFE APP
Should we encourage downloading the Federal Government’s COVID-Safe tracing app? Synod Ministries
and Operations would strongly recommend that all people in ministry download the COVID-Safe tracing

app and also encourage all Uniting Church members to do so. 

GLOBAL WARMING
From 1977 to 2008 Synod passed many proposals recommending the church as a whole and individual
congregations take steps to reduce its carbon footprints. As a result our church installed solar panels.

Now Synod is suggesting the following draft proposals be put to its meeting next year (since Synod will not
meet until then):
 
The Synod resolves: Recognising the imperative for the Synod to embody its prophetic role in the public
sphere and acknowledging our relationship and responsibility within and with God’s good creation:

                    a) Acknowledges that God calls us into a particular relationship with the rest of creation. A               
              relationship of mutuality and interdependence which seeks the reconciliation of all creation withGod.  
                    b)  Acknowledges the need for immediate and substantial action by governments, businesses and           
                         communities globally to mitigate climate change caused by human activity and the threat it poses     
                         to God’s creation. 
                    c) Thanks the Commonwealth Government for its efforts to promote greater recycling and             
                         reduction in waste generation in Australia.  
                    d) Calls on the Commonwealth Government to commit to: 
         a. sufficient actions for Australia to contribute its fair share towards limiting global average temperature          
             rise from human activity to 1.5oC;
         b. net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 at the latest;
         c. no financial or other support for new coal-fired power stations;
         d. no approval for new coal mines and coal mine expansions of existing mines; and
         e. meaningful engagement and support for communities currently dependent on coal mines or coal-fired      
             power stations for a just transition away from financial dependence on fossil fuel production and            
             consumption.
         f. To write to the Prime Minister, the Minister for Energy and Emissions Reduction, the Leader of the            
            Opposition, the Shadow Minister for Climate Change and Energy and the Leader of the Greens          
             informing them of this resolution.  

  
                                                                       Climate change is real. 
                                                                 Can you support these proposals? 
                                            How can each of us help reduce our carbon footprints?]                                                             
                                                                                                                                                                                Pam Jones

******************************************

Restrictions continue to be in place across Victoria:     17th July 2020

Victorians outside the Metropolitan Melbourne and Mitchell Shire are being asked to use common sense when
it comes to visiting friends and family, especially those who are more vulnerable. That means seeing only those
you need to – if you need to.

Those in the Metropolitan Melbourne and Mitchell Shire can only go in and out of these areas for three
reasons: shopping for food and supplies, medical care and caregiving, and study or work – if you can’t do it
from home. Exercise and recreation will not be a reason to travel into or out of these areas.

If you need to travel through the Metropolitan Melbourne and Mitchell Shire, you can. You should plan your
trip so that you don’t need to stop in an impacted area unless it is for one of the three reasons.

Stay safe by washing your hands regularly, coughing and sneezing into your elbow, keeping at least 1.5 metres
from others and staying home if you feel unwell.

If you have symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) get tested.


