
I n s i d e  t h e  I s s u e

In Memoriam: Ravi

Zacharias on Life, Death,

Love, and More

This morning, the Christian world lost a
beloved brother in Christ: Ravi Zacharias.
If you haven’t heard of Ravi, let me
introduce him. Born in Madras, India, in
1946, Ravi spent most of his childhood in
Delhi.  ...             continue on p.04

Victoria - FAQs

Due to the number of queries coming
into our Synod office it’s becoming
increasingly difficult for people,
congregations, presbyteries and
organisations to stay abreast of what is
and isn’t permitted. In a bid to assist you,
our Coronavirus Crisis Team has
gathered your frequently asked questions
and attempted to provide easy answers,
saving you from having to pick up a
phone or send an email.                                      
continue       p. 16

Community Sharing Page

Members of our congregation sharing with
you their answers to the question of the
week "What is the best thing about being
your current age?   continue     p. 12
 

Community Celebrations
We would l ike to celebrate with you significant events and milestones such as

birthdays and anniversaries.  You may forward the details to Lynne Rankin and then
watch this space.     

We rejoice together with the Fergusons - find out why?           p.11

90 YEARS OF “FRONTIER NEWS”

MAGAZINE

Dear friends,
 
In these many weeks of separation and restriction we are being
greatly blessed by the production of the Belmont Uniting Church
Weekly Email Newsletter.. ...

continue p.03
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Executive Committee Update

As you will be aware, some of the COVID-19 restrictions were lifted in Victoria from Wednesday, 13 May. 
 
Places of worship are now able to open for pre-arranged worship or small religious ceremonies of up to 10
people.  This includes baptisms and weddings.  Up to 20 people may now attend an indoor funeral, and 30 if the
funeral is held outdoors.  A prayer group can be held in someone’s home as long as there are no more than 5
visitors at a time.
 
In all these situations, physical distancing measures continue to apply, including keeping 1.5 metres apart, and
following the “4-square metre” rule for the number of people who can be in a building.
 
There are additional requirements for places of worship that include cleaning between services and allowing at
least an hour between services to reduce the risk of crowds at entrances and exits.
 
Our Synod has asked congregations to refrain from holding worship services or meetings of any sort this
Sunday (17 May) in our church buildings. Meetings in homes should only occur if they are absolutely
necessary.  The Synod is preparing guidance on hygiene, cleaning and social distancing to help congregations
determine what needs to be done to ensure the new regulations are met and to protect vulnerable groups who
might attend worship or use our buildings.
 
Our Church Council Executive Committee is monitoring this closely and as information becomes available, we
will share it with you via the weekly newsletter and our website.
 
For the moment our situation remains unchanged.  A Sunday Service will continue to be recorded and made
available on our website, and a “Virtual Sunday Morning Tea” has commenced. Our weekly newsletter is
available by email and can be delivered to those who do not have internet access. Our Pastoral Care Committee
and Visitors will make sure that we remain connected to each other.
 
Thank you to everyone who has helped to make it possible to find new ways of “doing church”. I saw these
words recently and felt they were very appropriate to Belmont UC - "Our buildings are closed.  Our church is
still open and at mission in our world". 
 
Glen Coomber 
Secretary, Church Council

Prayer in the time of Coronavirus   
 
 
God of love, God of grace, God of surprises, 
We are grateful for the moments of love and community we share. We know you are with us. We know the
promise we have in you. Yet we live with our hurt in the present and uncertainty in the time ahead, and
wonder what the future holds for us and our communities.
We pour out our hearts and souls to you … and pray:
for your world, your peoples and all who inhabit the face of the earth;
for those who are grieving for loss of loved ones,
for those who fear for their safety,
for those who feel most isolated and alone;
for those who give of themselves to support others: health care workers, cleaners, teachers, truck drivers and
delivery personnel, pharmacists, grocery sales assistants, phone counsellors, personal care assistants, those
who prepare meals for emergency food relief … bring your comfort, hope, strength, and healing love.
We pray for our communities of faith, that we may be beacons of hopefulness, of promise, of peace with
each other, and of inclusive love for neighbour. We pray in the hope we know in Jesus, in whom we see and
know the fullness of the grace and love of God. Amen.
 

Rev Denise Liersch, Moderator, Synod of VicTas  - 14 May 2020

M a y  2 4  2 0 2 0 P a g e  2



90 YEARS OF “FRONTIER NEWS” MAGAZINE

B y  J e a n  M u r r a y

 In 1912 - 108 years ago - the Presbyterian Church formed the Australian Inland Mission and appointed Rev
John Flynn as its first Superintendent. He remained in that position until his death in 1951. 
In 1928 - 92 years ago - the Aerial Medical Service began, later renamed the Royal Flying Doctor Service,
and today a world-renowned first-class organization.
In 1929 - 91 years ago - Alf Traeger invented the pedal radio thus opening up communication (by Morse
Code) across Outback regions. He continued to modify the system, later transferring from Morse Code to
voice communication.
In 1930 – 90 years ago – the first volume of “Frontier News” was published. Over the years the format has
changed, with the quarterly issues today being bright and interesting with coloured photos.
In 1977 – 43 years ago - at the formation of the Uniting Church, the new name of Frontier Services was
given to the combined inland missions of the Presbyterian, Methodist and Congregational Churches.

In these many weeks of separation and restriction we are being greatly blessed by the production of the
Belmont Uniting Church Weekly Email Newsletter.  To produce and distribute such a lengthy, inspirational
and informative newsletter each week involves a great amount of time and effort from Rev Ikani and
others.  How blessed are we, and how grateful are we! A BIG THANK YOU to all involved!  In recent issues we
have rejoiced to read of members’ birthdays and wedding anniversaries, and we have been saddened to read
of the passing of several dear and faithful members.  This weekly newsletter binds us together as we share
news, both happy and sad.
I have a significant anniversary to share with you.  The May issue of the little magazine, “Frontier News”,
published by Frontier Services is full of interesting news, including the important 90 year anniversary of its
first publication, back in 1930.  Over the years the format has changed, but its aim has always been to inform
and inspire its readers.
To give you some perspective, here are some other relevant Australian Inland Mission / Frontier Services
anniversaries:· 

Items of news contained in the May 2020 Frontier News include: 
National Reconciliation Week is from 27 May to 3 June 2020.
The newest Bush Chaplain is Rev Lindsay Ginn, based in Kalgoorlie. He brings his love of music, playing four
instruments, and his passion for connecting communities through his music. He writes “In these days of fear
and uncertainty, let us remain strong and continue to give people hope.”
 
Rev John Dihm, who has served as Bush Chaplain for over 17 years, formerly serving in outback South
Australia and now based in Tom Price in the Pilbara, WA writes: “Being a Bush Chaplain means a lot of things
to a lot of people.  You’re a minister of presence, a minister of listening. You’re a comfort to some and for
others it means someone walking beside them, just being there.  For “Fly In, Fly Out” workers on the mine site
it’s a welcome presence. They have someone they can trust, someone they can talk to, and someone who’s
their friend.
 
”TO BE CONTINUED NEXT WEEK – when we’ll hear news of Bush Chaplain Benjamin Quilliam. Some of
you will remember that at our Frontier Services special service and BBQ in 2018, Benjamin, his wife, Melanie,
and children were our special guests.
 
We have a quantity of the latest FRONTIER NEWS magazine in the church foyer. If you would like a copy
delivered to your letterbox or posted via Aust Post, please contact me, and I will be very happy to get a copy to
you.  JEAN MURRAY, Ph 52 43 4103 or email  jeanmurray45@bigpond.com
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In Memoriam: Ravi Zacharias on Life, Death, Love, and More

 
This morning, the Christian world lost a beloved brother in Christ: Ravi Zacharias. If you haven’t heard of Ravi, let me
introduce him. Born in Madras, India, in 1946, Ravi spent most of his childhood in Delhi. He professed atheism until age
17 when he attempted suicide by poison. While recovering in the hospital, a local Christian worker gave him a Bible,
instructing him to read John 14. Upon reading verse 19, “Because I live, you also will live,” his life was forever
changed.Ravi went on to become a passionate defender of the Christian faith. He was intensely evangelistic from a
position of deep compassion. An expert in the disciplines of world religions, cults, and philosophy, Ravi was passionate
about answering the skeptic’s questions. He spent his life working to remove obstacles that prevented people from
believing in Jesus. His mission was to “help the thinker to believe, and the believer to think” and to accompany people as
they “traverse the longest journey in life—the journey from the head to the heart.”
 
And perhaps, through a handful of his quotes, he will influence you.
 
Life - We do not live so that we can eat, nor do we just eat so that we can live. Life is worth living in and of itself. Life
cannot be satisfied when it is lived out as a consuming entity. When it is filled by that which satisfies a hunger that is both
physical and spiritual in a mutuality that sustains both without violation of either, only then can life be truly fulfilling.
 
Struggle - Do not fear the struggle; rather, embrace it. Embrace it in the knowledge that the Grand Weaver will take all of
your struggles, questions, disappointments, and fears and use them to build your faith and increasingly make you into a
man or woman who looks like Jesus Christ.
 
Evil - When you say there’s too much evil in this world, you assume there’s good. When you assume there’s good, you
assume there’s such a thing as a moral law on the basis of which to differentiate between good and evil. But if you assume
a moral law, you must posit a moral Law Giver, but that’s Who you’re trying to disprove and not prove. Because if there’s
no moral Law Giver, there’s no moral law. If there’s no moral law, there’s no good. If there’s no good, there’s no evil.
What is your question?
 
Skepticism  - How tragic that so many are living in the darkness of unreason, clinging to their absolute skepticism. The
prophecies, person, and work of Christ, his resurrection from the dead, and numerous other affirmations do have points
of verification in history. What does the naturalist do with them? . . . The Christian’s faith is not a leap into the dark; it is a
well-placed trust in the light—the Light of the World, who is Jesus.
 
Calling - God often calls us to things that don’t make sense to us. Some come to their calling through winding paths,
some through the nicely paved road of privileged birth or influential friends. Others come through the visitation of
circumstances with wanderings and sudden signposts. Finding one’s calling is one of the greatest challenges of life,
especially when one has gifts that fan out in many directions.
 
Death - At the end of your life one of three things will happen to your heart: it will grow hard, it will be broken, or it will
be tender. Nobody escapes. Your heart will become coarse and desensitized, be crushed under the weight of
disappointment, or be made tender by that which makes the heart of God tender as well. God’s heart is a caring heart.
God seeks those with tender hearts so that he can put his imprint on them. Your hurts and your disappointments are part
of that design, to shape your heart and the way you feel about reality. The hurts you live through will always shape you.
There is no other way.
 
Death -  is either a full stop or a comma. In the Christian worldview, it is a comma. There is for the Christian both the
passing of all things and the abiding in Christ’s provision. The resurrection makes the difference. Jesus’s triumph over
death captures my defeat and takes me into his victory.
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 By Karen Engle

https://blog.logos.com/author/karen-engle/

God’s love - The idea that God loves us can easily become
merely a theoretical statement. We say it often enough, yet I am
absolutely certain that even if this truth sinks home, the
significance of it seems to wear off with time. We forget the
immensity of the truth that God loves us just as we are, in the
frailty and the struggle with which we live. Understanding this
must more than inform the mind; it must stir the heart with
emotion. That is the understanding that feeds wonder. When the
truth remains abstract, the soul does not live off the treasure.



Prayer Points For the Week

b y  P e t e r  W o o d s

Dear Lord, we pray that we may have thankful hearts as
we receive Your love and blessings day by day.  Motivate
us and guide us to use the gifts and resources You have
blessed us with to help those in need.
 
Dear Heavenly Father, we pray for Uniting, Red Cross,
World Vision  and other agencies which seek to provide
food, clothing, shelter and medical care to people who
are desperately in need of help.
 
Dear God, we pray for people involved in medical
research that they may discover better ways for treating
cancer, the pandemic, M.S., Parkinson’s disease, motor -
neurone disease and other fatal diseases.
 

This week we

pray for 

Robyn Edwards
Anthea Enterkin & Terise
Wilby
Ray and Julie Ferguson
Judith Fort
Lorna Francis

Each week, in an alphabetical
order as per our Church Roll, we
are asked to pray for 5 members
or families of our congregation.
This week we are praying for the
following: 
 
1.
2.

3.
4.
5.

Joan Hill
We pray God's peace and comfort be upon Joan and her family
in this difficult time. May the close companion of the Holy
Spirit will be her constant helper and assurance. 
 
"You have God who hears you, the power of love behind you, the Holy
Spirit within you, and all of heaven ahead of you." Max Lucando 
 

Prayer Requests:   
It is with sadness Jean has informed us that her friend Rev Murray Little passed away
peacefully on Saturday afternoon, 16 of May, surrounded by his family. Let us continue to
uphold them in prayer for peace and comfort to surround Jean, Cheryl and the family
during this difficult time. 
 We continue to remember Gwen in our prayers that the path to full recovery is sooner and
the comfort and ongoing love of family and friends offer her encouragement.
   Blessed be God ... the God of all comfort." 2 Corinthians 1:3 KJV
 

Please forward your prayer requests to Ikani by emailing - ikaniv@bigpond.com
Mobile: 0432 680 028
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Make A Joyful Noise

b y  B a r b a r a  A l l e n

During lock down, many have missed gathering together and
singing. Singing is a beautiful way we praise God. Singing is also
beneficial, we usually feel better physically, emotionally, spiritually.
 
Perhaps we need to be more mindful of our feathered choirs.
Every morning I wake up to the dawn chorus. They are my alarm,
and much nicer than a mechanical ring! The magpies warble, the
collared doves coo to each other, galahs and lorikeets join in. ‘Make
a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.’ (Psalm 100) Birds remind
me of congregations in another way.
 
Lorikeets and rosellas are bright and colourful. Currawongs,
blackbirds, and starlings are more subdued in appearance. All are
different but together, they create a wonderful community of
colour, hues of light and dark, on God’s canvas.
 

From the Treasurer

b y  J e a n n i n e  O m a n

Could any cheques sent in the mail have; "Attention Treasurer" on the front of the envelope as this saves Glen
opening them. 
 
Also just a reminder that Graeme and I are still available at the Church Sunday mornings, from 10am -.10.30
am
 
To continue to make your offering, or to make a donation towards the work and ministry of the Belmont
Uniting Church, here are three options we would prefer you to use at this point in time. 
 
1. Direct Debit
Please contact myself or Graeme Allen if you require any help doing this, and so we can supply you our
banking details 
 
2. PayPal (via Belmont Uniting Church website) 
 
3. By mail (cheques only - do not send cash)   Belmont Uniting Church    PO Box 480   Belmont 3216
 
Please DO NOT place money or envelopes in the letterbox at the Church. Feel free to contact myself or
Graeme if you have any queries:  Jeannine Oman -Treasurer - jeannineoman62@gmail.com 0499119101 
                       Graeme Allen— Assistant Treasurer - 0416148080
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Perhaps our time in lockdown has reminded us of God’s many blessings, which include bird song and
children’s laughter.
As we wake in the morning, and give thanks to God for being alive, may our voices rise in praise, joining
with choirs of angels, with feathered choirs, and with the whole of creation. There are crows and nightingales
in every congregation (I’m a crow) but worship is not a concert. Each of us is a note that needs to be played
in God’s symphony.
 
So sing out loud (if you are physically unable-sing in your headand heart), don’t worry if you are off key:
God loves to hear you, and God made you that way!      



Website Secure Page

Please share with others how you
are going in this time of self
isolation. Your story or experience
may put a smile on someone else's
face and lighten up their day.  
 

Whats New on our secure
page this week -
 

John Davey's
Thanksgiving
Service
 
 
Please go to
https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au,
click on 'Member Area' then put in
password and ENJOY!
 
You can either email Ikani with
your contribution or record a
video clip and send it through and
Ikani will post it up on our page
for everyone to enjoy.
 

Website

https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au

We encourage all of you with internet access to keep checking our website for up-to-date
information on services and activities of our congregation. Every week, there will be a pre-
recorded service for that Sunday posted up on the front page of our website.
 

UTUBE 
https://m.youtube.com/channel/UC6mXx6ryp1AegGlrhv3W2Lg  

Please check out our YouTube channel for all our recorded Sunday services and other
congregational related videos.
  

 

Invitation - Virtual Morning Tea
Who says that we can no longer get together for a good old yarn and a
catch up over cuppa after worship service of a Sunday morning? Well,

19 of us did just that at 11.00am last Sunday morning. It was great to
see each other and to hear each others voice at the same time sharing

what has occupied us in the last few weeks. We would like to invite you
to join us every Sunday morning at 11.00am for a time of catch -up

and fellowship. Join us for half an hour or just for 5 minutes. We
would love to see you. A Zoom invitation will be emailed to you on
Friday each week. Hit the link provided, bring your cuppa and your

story to share. See You Sunday Morning!!!     
 

 

New Password
The secure page on our website is for our members access only. In

order to maintain the security of this page, we will change the
password access from time to time. The new password will be emailed
to those with email address or available by phone from the minister.   
 

 
“How Do You Get Your Quiet Time?”

 
A Christian in the North of England tells of a woman who lived in one

room in a poor part of that town. The Christian worker said to her,
“How do you ever get your quiet time?” to which she replied, “I puts

me apron over me head and shuts meself in with the Lord!”
 
 

Stott, J. (2018). The Preacher’s Notebook: The Collected Quotes, Illustrations, and Prayers of John
Stott. (M. Meynell, Ed.). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.

Website Secure Page

new password

available from the

minister 

The new password will give you
access to our secure page on our
website. The contents on this
page is for our members only
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Pastoral Care Committee 
 
Convenor: Liz Moss - 0428 579 479
Elizabeth Wood - 52434684
Loris Jackson - 0418 334 994
Katrina Hass - 0400 465 023
Brian Couper - 0403 591 635
Neville Funston - 0423 712 398
Ikani Vaitohi - 0432 680 028



Community - At- Home

b y  G e o r g i n a  Y a t e s

How our members are living during COVID-19
How are you coping with our current Stage Three Restriction?
Thank-you I am well and coping quite well with the COVID-19 restrictions. I am glad to talk to my neighbours and
family and friends. Skyping and Zoom sessions have been fun but I am looking forward to the real thing!
 
What has been keeping you occupied in the last week?
I have been occupied with appointments and shopping and working. As a cleaner, my workload has increased but I have
my normal hours at the school this term. I have enjoyed walking with my sister, along the Barwon River.
 
Name three favourite things you have stopped doing since the restrictions were in place?
I have not been able to visit my family, especially my nephews and nieces. 
I missed Easter and singing in the choir.
I have not been able to attend Church Services.
 
Name three things you look forward to doing once the restrictions are lifted?
I look forward to hugging and kissing all my family, especially the nephews and nieces!
I hope to host all my family for a makeup Easter dinner and Easter egg hunt. 
The Easter bunny left me some eggs for hunting.
I will be glad to attend Church Services and sing and worship again.

 

 

Community - At- Home

b y  R i c h a r d  a n d  R o s s l y n  B u c k w e l l

 
How our members are living during COVID-19  

 
How are you coping with our current Stage Three restrictions?
 
Richard and I have been coping reasonably well with the shutdown. There was plenty to do in the garden and the house, but I
must admit the novelty of tidy cupboards is wearing a little thin.   Our dog Konni has enjoyed the extra attention and twice
as many walks so happy dog happy life. Richard and I have also enjoyed meeting a lot of friends, also out walking, and
catching up on a lot of news. All at a distance of course.
 
What has been keeping you occupied in the last week?
One of the few things still legal is bike riding so Richard has been on his bike a lot.  We have tidied up the house a bit and
found a few forgotten things that have brought back memories, like the boy’s school reports, and photo albums of holidays long
past.
 
Name 3 favourite things you have stopped doing since the restrictions were in place?
Catching up with friends for coffee. Worshiping on Sundays with friends. Going Line Dancing (to keep fit) and riding the
bike with mates (that’s Richard). We also miss our trips to Ballarat to see our family up there.  Not seeing the grand children
and being able to be together for birthdays is especially hard.
 
Name 3 things you both look forward to doing once the restrictions are lifted.
Meeting friends and going to church are things we look forward to’ As the song goes. “You don’t know what you’ve got till it’s
gone”. We will miss our trip to Queensland this year and our holiday in Rainbow Beach (first time in 14 years) so  we are
looking forward to that. I would like to return to Uniting as a Volunteer but that might not be possible because of my age. We
are very conscious of young families who are really struggling during this time and pray that things improve for them very
soon.
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Community - At- Home

b y  J o h n  a n d  M a r l e n e  W i l s o n

How our members are living during COVID-19
 
How are you coping with our current Stage Three
Restriction?
We are coping OK BUT it’s becoming very boring not seeing
anyone particularly family members
 
What has been keeping you occupied in the last week?
John got a new computer playing with that kept him busy,
Marlene did some gardening and housework
 
Name three favourite things you have stopped doing
since the restrictions were in place?
 
Abebvale singing group,each tuesday afternoon         
Abervale Devotions on a Wednesday morning. John does the
overheads for this service        
Sunday Church service at BUC
 
Name three things you look forward to doing once the
restrictions are lifted?
 
Seeing our friends and family
Going out for a meal
The things mentioned above
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 John (Pop) and great grandson  Xander

 Marlene with Daughter Tamara  and Son

John at Tamaras wedding in Aprl 2019

 

Use of Time
A study revealed that an average seventy-year-old man has spent
twenty-four years sleeping, fourteen years working, eight years in
amusements, six years at the dinner table, five years in
transportation, four years in conversation, three years in
education, and two years in studying and reading.
 
His other four years were spent in miscellaneous pursuits. Of those
four years, he spent forty-five minutes in church on Sundays, and
five minutes were devoted to prayer each day. This adds up to a
not at all impressive total of five months that he gave to God over
the seventy years of his life.
 
Even if this man had been a faithful churchgoer who attended
Sunday school and three one-hour services per week, he would
have spent only one year and nine months in church!
 
If you have a question about the above arithmetic, sit down and
figure out how you have been using your time. How large a
portion of it is for the things related to God? When you finish this
exercise, ponder what Jesus said: “What good will it be for a man if
he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul?…” (Matt. 16:26, NIV).

 
Michael P. Green. (2000). 1500 illustrations for biblical preaching (p.

377). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books.



FOOD FOR UNITING,

GROVEDALE

b y  J e a n  M u r r a y ,  ( C o n v e n o r  M i s s i o n  a n d  O u t r e a c h
C o m m i t t e e )

maintain safe distancing, remaining at least 1.5 metres from
all other people;
not gathering in groups to chat (even though we would love
to do that!!!);
leaving as soon as you have deposited your  food items.

Some time ago when we used to gather for worship each
Sunday, many of you would quietly pop food into the Uniting
basket for distribution at Uniting, Grovedale.  Even though
many welfare organisations are currently closed, Uniting
continues its work, albeit in a very restricted manner. There is
still a great need for non-perishable food, and if you would
like to assist, here is our plan…….
on SATURDAY, 30 MAY FROM 10.30 AM TO 11.00 AM
there is an opportunity for you to place food in the box at the
bottom of the front steps of our church.
We are exercising extreme care in that you are asked to –

 
Also, the church building will not be open. Thank you for
your co-operation!
Food items which will be greatly valued include:   Small pkts (1
kg) of rice, pasta, pasta sauce, tinned meat & vegies, tinned
vegies, pkts of cup-a-soup; toiletries such as soap, body wash,
& small bottles of shampoo.  Coles Vouchers are also very
welcome.
Any queries can be addressed to Rosslyn Buckwell or Jean
Murray.
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Contribution to the

Newsletter

If you wish to contribute to the
'Community At Home page of our

Newsletter, you may make your
interest known to Ray & Julie

Ferguson - email on
rayjulie@internode.on.net

 

Young People's Program
We offer all our young people our prayers and support as they

continue to adapt to the new online learning environment from
the comfort of their homes. Part of that support is the offering

of online YPG's program provided by their leader Lynne
Rankin. A weekly story and activities are prepared and posted

up onto our website for our young people to enjoy. 
Thank you Lynne for this great initiative. 

 

Reconciliation Week
2020

 
Next week Uniting Barwon will be marking
National Sorry Day on 26th May and
celebrating “Reconciliation Week” which
runs from 27th May to 3rd June. Included in
the week on 27th May is the
commemoration of the 1967 referendum,
which resulted in Australians agreeing that
parts of the Constitution that discriminated
against the country’s First Peoples should be
removed, and the High Court Mabo decision
on 3 June 1992, which recognised Native
Title in Australia for the first time. The
theme for this year is appropriately “In this
Together”.
 
COVID-19 considerations will mean our
celebrations this year will be different to past
years and this year one of our main activities
will be to take part in “Virtual”
Reconciliation in the Park 2020. Usually
local Aboriginal Groups and the Community
stages Reconciliation in the Park in
Johnstone Park Geelong each Reconciliation
week as a celebration of our local Aboriginal
people and as a way of bringing First Peoples
and other Community members together.
 
Attached is a notice giving details of “Virtual”
Reconciliation in the Park 2020 and links to
access the online-event. The event site
content will be updating and changing
during Reconciliation Week so try and visit
more than once. 
 
https://www.facebook.com/recinthepark/ 
http://djillong.net.au/virtual-reconciliation-
in-the-park-2020.html
 
Uniting Barwon invites you to join
Wadawurrung Aboriginal Corporation,
Wathaurong Aboriginal Cooperative,
Geelong One Fire Reconciliation Group,
Geelong Connected Communities, City of
Greater Geelong, Barwon Water and
Reconciliation Victoria to Celebrate
Reconciliation Week and be part of Virtual
Reconciliation in the Park.
 
Happy Reconciliation Week
 
Des Younghusband
Senior Manager 
Uniting Vic Tas



Community Celebrations

b y  L y n n e  R a n k i n

Fay and Wally 60th Wedding
Anniversary

How we celebrated our 60th Wedding Anniversary – FAY AND
WALLY We were married on 23rd  April 1960, at Belmont
Methodist Church.    Because of the Isolation restrictions we
were unable to have family and friends celebrate with us, so
that meant our daughter Alison was unable to travel to see us,
and with Craig not with us anymore – our celebration looked
dim. To our surprise, the phone calls and cards arrived and
continued for a fortnight. 

Congratulations to the Ferguson
family as they celebrate this
Sunday Campbell's 40th birthday.
We wish Campbell a happy and
joyous celebration. May God bless
you with success & happiness all
the days of your life.
 

Congratulations to Jill - Happy birthday and
best wishes to Jill as she celebrate her birthday
on Monday 25. Our best wishes is that Jill will 
 continue to hope in the Lord and He will guide
your path. 
"But for those who hope in the Lord will renew their
strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they
will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not
faint." Isa 40:31
 

Our grandson Aaron, who works in West Australia, rang to say he would order tea for us – (Nan you are not
cooking tonight). Then a baked cheesecake arrived ordered by Alison – so a special meal had been arranged.
In the afternoon we heard shouting coming from the driveway – “Happy Anniversary”, our Daughter in Law
and her daughter arrived with 2 huge balloons and some chocolates. Not long after, two bouquets of flowers
arrived. That left us to enjoy our meal and using Christmas left over Bonbons, things went off with a bang. A
different celebration but very special because of family and friends’ thoughtfulness. 
Sincere thanks to all,   Fay and Wally.
 

M a y  2 4  2 0 2 0 P a g e  1 1

Happy birthday to you, happy
birthday to you, happy birthday

dear Jill and Campbell, happy
birthday to you. Hip hip hooray!

Hip hip hooray! Hip Hip Hooray!!!  
 



Community Sharing

I n  t h i s  t i m e  o f  r e s t r i c t i o n ,  o f t e n  w e  f i n d  t h e  d a y s  l o n g  a n d  l o n e l y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  y o u
a r e  o n  y o u r  o w n .  I t  i s  a  t i m e  w h e n  w e  o f t e n  d r a w  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  i n s p i r e  a n d
g i v e  u s  a  l i f t  f o r  t h e  d a y  o r  a t  l e a s t  m o m e n t a r i l y .  I t  m a y  b e  o u r  f a v o u r i t e  b i b l e  s t o r y  o r  a
p a r t i c u l a r  v e r s e ,    w o r d s  a n d  t u n e  o f  a  h y m n ,  a  p o e m ,  a  v i d e o  f r o m  y o u t u b e ,  o r  t h o s e
p h o t o s  f r o m  y o u r  f a m i l y  o r  t h a t  m e m o r a b l e  t r i p .  T h e s e  t h i n g s  d o  a s s i s t  a n d  s u s t a i n  u s
t h r o u g h  t h e s e  d a y s  w i t h  m o n o t o n o u s  r o u t i n e .  I  i n v i t e  y o u  t o  s h a r e  t h e m  w i t h  o u r
c o m m u n i t y  a s  a  w a y  o f  i n s p i r i n g  e a c h  o t h e r  t h r o u g h  t h e s e  t i m e s  o f  u n c e r t a i n t y . Y o u  c a n
f o r w a r d  y o u r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  m e  v i a  e m a i l  a n d  I  w i l l  i n c l u d e  i t  o n  t h e  C o m m u n i t y
S h a r i n g  p a g e  o f  o u r  N e w s l e t t e r .
      

 
 
 

Question for the week - What one piece of advice you would give your younger

self?

"I would say to my younger self “Knock and the door will be opened to you.”It may not be in the way that you
expect and the door might be even better than you had hoped for. Be patient and wait for another way. And
have fun along the way."                                                                                                                     -   Lynne Rankin 
 
"I would say not to worry so much about things you can't change as things have a way of working out in the end
and having faith makes a difference."                                                                                           -   Gwen Chapman
 
"Do unto others as you would have them do unto you'."                                                             - Rod Leitch
 "You are a unique and special person. Trust your instincts, God has you in His care. "       - Lorraine Leith
 
“Life will give you much happiness and wonderful enriching experiences, but challenges and disappointments
may also confront you. Continue to embrace God’s love, walk with Jesus, and be thankful.”  - Elizabeth Wood
“Listen with care and empathy and ensure you have the full facts before offering advice.     -  Brian Wood
 
"Dream is not stuff of fantasy, it is real as long as you believe and enjoy God's company along the way.
Life is not only what you make of it, it is also what you allow it to make off you.
Be true, be kind, be alive, there is nothing else left to do - other than be you."                       -    Ikani Vaitohi    
 

 
 

Community Sharing - Your Newsletter Feedback
 
 
The ladies I deliver our Weekly Newsletter to each Saturday just LOVE receiving it!  Last Saturday Dolly saw
Richard Bryden's name on the front page and immediately said that she remembered the family from their
time worshipping at Belmont. When I mentioned that John had died she recalled how her late husband, Bruce,
had worked with John (many decades ago) as telephone technicians with the PMG in Geelong!  It's a small
world!
 
Marcia, too, loves catching up on church news, and Win, a relative newcomer also enjoys the newsletter, even
though she doesn't know many of our church people by name.  The new lady to Abervale, Gwenda from
Buninyong UC greatly appreciates it, too.  Moving into Abervale during the current restrictions means she has
not been able to go to the many activities we have here, or to church activities, so she really looks forward to
my weekly visit with the Newsletter!  We have a "good old chat" on her front verandah.         -   Jean Murray
 
Thank you for the weekly newsletter. We are really enjoying the feeling the newsletter brings into our lives, of
being a church community . I'm sure others will feel the same. We walk everyday and yesterday we walked
along Cambridge St and had a conversation about the Bryden family who used to live in Cambridge St. This
was before the newsletter arrived. Such a coincidence to find their story in the newsletter the same day. We
knew Sue and the boys well, but Richard not as well.   We were involved in study groups and Sunday School
together over quite a few years. They were a lovely family and our church was able to support them during the
time Richard was very ill when their own families were far away.                                             -   Jill & Rob Jeffers
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Weekly question is asked of our members to share with you. Here are some of your answers to this week's question. 



 
Friends, enclosed below, a letter from Anne Wandendeya in appreciation of your prayers and support during this
difficult time for her and the Bushikori community. I commend this letter to you as we continue to uphold Anne, David
and the Bushikori family in our prayers.
 
In terms of work at Bcc am blessed to have a team who have understood and now are able with some
support run the tasks am not afraid of what is going wrong I do believe God has a way. We are working
together to have some writeup soon. 
 
In terms of my health just to mention, that its has been very tough and hard to think after the news was
delivered,  my hope of visiting the doctor that day was to have the lession removed  it did happen as I  had 
expected, and  we were guided to go to cancer institute this was  a day to the lockdown which has lasted
close to a month. 
 
I was not able to go home back to Mbale. I needed to rest away from home I did not need to be around the
young family who are stressed and cannot look after me, so all I have been away at the mission home with
friends who are taking care of me away from home.  My challenge is the ulceration with the gum. It bleeds
and very painful makes it hard to eat and talk. I still have pain in the head and weight, bring lots of  concern
and anxiety, This is how my day is characterized, am still very skeptical about the medical guidance because
it has addresses only one aspect which is the lesson which is malignant,  am not sure about the other aspect
of the weight and pain in the head?? This is where my dilemma is?????. More prayer is required here. 
 
As we wait for another lockdown period to come to an end who knows what the powers that be want to do
with us! The king's heart is in the hands of the Lord  the bibles says"we may need to find further guidance
yet, This is so you know what is happening. 
 
Again I want to thank you for your support without you, We Could not be. May the Lord keep you and
make his face to shine upon you daily.
Amen Anne

Please pray for Anne and the whole Bushikori community as they are
anxious at this time and not sure what the future holds. 
The students who attend JPS receive morning tea and a proper lunch,
these may be their only daily meals and now they are not at school, we
pray for  provision of sufficient food for them. 
For the staff at the clinic we are sending funds from a special donation to
purchase protective equipment, we pray that there will be sufficient for
clinic and staff needs. 
For all who are unable to access their land that provides essential food. 
Pray for wisdom for the Ugandan Government as they navigate the
Corona situation.
Pray for peace within the country and for all Ugandans.

PRAYER POINTS: 
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Worship At Home

 

                                                               
 
 

What do you think these three figures are doing? 2. What sort of things do you ‘glorify’ by the way you live?
3. How best can we lift each other up?

Glorify My Name - John 17:1-11
 
Prayer of Approach
Lord of all glory, we come before you seeking your wisdom that we may glorify you through our thinking;
we come seeking your love, that we may glorify you through our emotions; we come seeking your strength,
that we may glorify you at all times; we come seeking your perseverance, that we may glorify you in all places.
Show us how to live, that our lives shine with your glory, and those who encounter us may know you and that
you are at work in your world. Amen.
 
Notes on the Bible readings• 
As the Gospel reaches the climax, John presents Jesus’ last ‘speech’, which is in fact a prayer, crying out to his
Father the desires of his heart, that through his actions to come God would be glorified. There is something
here of the relationship between Father, Son and Spirit lifting one another up to be glorified; something the
theologian Richard Rohr calls the ‘divine dance’ of the Trinity, in which each part glorifies another, but never
itself.
 
The term glory - often associated with heavenly light - has other meanings. The crucifixion will be the hour in
which Jesus is glorified. Jesus has also glorified his Father by finishing the work he was sent to do. And Jesus
even says that he has been glorified in his disciples. Glory is deeply relational and mutual: Jesus asks the
Father to glorify the Son so that the Son may glorify the Father. Glory is something to bestow on another.
 
Here is the great challenge for us today, as followers of Jesus that we would continue to lift him up, and bring
glory to God through our actions and our relationship with one another, echoing the relationship between the
Trinity – as Jesus prayed: ‘that they would be one, as we are one’.
 
Questions for reflection
1.

 
A prayer for others
We bring before you, O God, our concerns for our world: where there is violence, we pray for peace; where
there is sickness we pray for health; where there is despair we pray for hope.We pray that you would be active
in health care: in the work of doctors and dentists, psychiatrists and psychologists, nurses and
administrators,pharmacists and researchers.
Guide our activity in the church: may we find ways to grow; may we always honour you; may we serve our
communities. Lord, hear us, heal us and shine through our lives. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
 
Live your faith
In any situation you find yourself in this week, look for an opportunity to do something that will glorify or lift
up God/Jesus.
 
Materials for 'Worship at home" are prepared by the © ROOTS for Churches Ltd 2020 www.rootsontheweb.com
 
 

Lectionary Reading
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June 7 - Trinity Sunday
Gn 1:1-2:4a
Psalm 8
2 Cor 13:11-13
Mt 28:16-20

June 14 - Pent 2
Gen 18:1-15, (21:1-7)
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19
Rom 5:1-8
Mt 9: 35-10:8, (9-23)

May 24 - Easter 7
Acts 1: 6-14
Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35
1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11
John 17:1-11

May 31 - Day of Pentecost           
Acts 2:1-21
Psalm 104:24 -34,35b
1 Cor 12:3b-13
Jn 20:19-23 0r Jn 7:37-39
 



Eulogy  - John Edward Samuel Davey
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
He was in Darwin during the Japanese invasion of 1942 and subsequent attacked on Northern Australia
throughout the next year. As the fleet flagship the HMAS Australia was bombed heavily by the Japanese
kamikaze bombers. 
Dad made a comprehensive list of the places the he saw while serving in the Navy, including
New Guinea, New Caledonia, The Panama Canal, various places in the Britain including London, Brighton,
Liverpool, also New York, the Philippians, The Arabian Sea, The Caribbean Sea and the Red Sea.
He served in the navy for 5 years. 
On leaving the Navy, he joined the PMG (Post Master General department which eventually became
Telecom Australia and Telstra) where he advanced to Senior Technical Officer. He lived with his family in
Bentleigh after returning from the war, where he met Joan Ristrom who lived opposite in Carins Grove. 
 
He was posted to Geelong telephone exchange in 1949 and lived in Shannon Avenue while they built the
house in Cambridge Street, Belmont. He and Joan married in 1950. Dad lived in Belmont for 68 years. 
 Mum & Dad were one of the first residents of Cambridge Street. 
Dad got involved in the Regent Street Methodist Church, where he became associated with what he called “a
great bunch of men”.  They offered him compassion and strength in the post-war years, which many of
them could relate to.
He studied to be a Methodist lay preacher and was accredited in July 1964. His mother attended the
ordination ceremony and told him how proud she was of him. Dad was always pursuing further learning
and education. He studied psychology, counselling, public speaking, and other studies to further his career. 
He took an active interest and was very encouraging of his children’s sporting activities, taking us to tennis,
netball and football games. He also encouraged us academically.
 
We remember lots of great Summer holidays in Adelaide, Port Campbell, Upwey, Buchan, Inverlock, Bega,
and Metung near Lakes Entrance.
 
We spent a week in Kerrang where we stayed with another family on a dairy farm and learned ride horses.
Following retirement, he remained very active in community support services. He joined Lifeline in 1980
and was involved with them for 8 years. He also joined the Life Enrichment Centre where he did
counselling for 11 years. He was also involved in the Order of St Luke
In addition to this he had frequent lay preaching engagements throughout his life.
These activities slowly came to a close following major heart surgery in 2009. A great deal of energy was
then spent looking after Mum, who started suffering from dementia. He did his best to look after her and
was very devoted during some difficult years. 
He needed increasing help after Mum’s passing and went into care in September 2018. 
He always maintained a keen interest in the wellbeing of his family including grandchildren and great-
grandchildren, even as his own health was failing.

We are grateful to John's family in giving us permission to publish John's Eulogy in response to requests from our members.

John's Thanksgiving Service is also available for members to watch on our secure page. 

Dad was born in Footscray on 30th August 1923. The family moved to Sale
within 2 years of his life, where Dad’s father (“Pop”) was a captain at the
Sale Steamboat Company, operating between Sale and Lakes Entrance.
Dad remembers spending time with his father on the boat and the crew
saying, “here comes red light”, due to his red hair at the time.
In the 1930s the family moved to Maffra. Dad spoke very fondly of his
time in Maffra. He joined a boys band, playing the cornet, and the boy
scouts. After leaving school in year 9 he held various jobs to assist the
family, including paper boy, butcher boy, grocery assistant, furniture
upholsterer, and lab assistant at the sugar beet factory, to name a few. He
loved to swim in the rivers and channels around Maffra with friends. He
was a good marksman and often shot rabbits to contribute to family meals.
He enrolled in the navy in 1941, at 17 and a half years old. His father
encouraged him to join the navy band, which proved fortuitous. After
being initially drafted to the HMAS Sydney and HMAS Perth which both
sunk with all hands lost, he was finally commissioned to the HMAS
Australia. He worked on HMAS Australia as a bugler, a gunner, a
marksman, a quarter master and a coxswain. 
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V I C T O R I A  F R E Q U E N T L Y  A S K E D  Q U E S T I O N S
D u e  t o  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  q u e r i e s  c o m i n g  i n t o  o u r  S y n o d  o f f i c e  i t ’ s  b e c o m i n g  i n c r e a s i n g l y
d i f f i c u l t  f o r  p e o p l e ,  c o n g r e g a t i o n s ,  p r e s b y t e r i e s  a n d  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  t o  s t a y  a b r e a s t  o f  w h a t
i s  a n d  i s n ’ t  p e r m i t t e d .  I n  a  b i d  t o  a s s i s t  y o u ,  o u r  C o r o n a v i r u s  C r i s i s  T e a m  h a s  g a t h e r e d
y o u r  f r e q u e n t l y  a s k e d  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  a t t e m p t e d  t o  p r o v i d e  e a s y  a n s w e r s ,  s a v i n g  y o u  f r o m
h a v i n g  t o  p i c k  u p  a  p h o n e  o r  s e n d  a n  e m a i l .  h t t p s : / / v i c t a s . u c a . o r g . a u / a l l - y o u - n e e d - t o -
k n o w - a n s w e r s - t o - y o u r - f r e q u e n t l y - a s k e d - q u e s t i o n s /

What face-to-face gatherings are permitted away from church? 
 
Gatherings of up to 5 people may be held in a private residence, plus the residents of the household. Prior to
visiting, you should always check the residents’ willingness to receive visitors and their ability to observe
social distancing requirements.
Church Council and congregation committee meetings should continue to only be held via teleconference
and/or videoconference unless face-to-face meetings are absolutely necessary.
                                                                                                                                                                        As of 21/05/2020

 
SAFE (DIGITAL) MINISTRY    
What safety measures should be adopted for ministry within the digital space? The Culture of Safety Unit
has prepared some guidelines for local leaders and communities, offering commentary and interpretation
of how our existing Child Safety resources and policies, and the Uniting Church Code of Ethics, continue
to shape our digital ministry practices. To view the guidelines visit: www.victas.uca.org.au/safedigital-
ministry                                                                                                                                       As of 21/05/2020
 
CORONAVIRUS FUNERALS 
Are there any special requirements for holding the funeral of someone who has died of Coronavirus? The
Victorian government has guidelines for cases of suspected or confirmed COVID-19. These mean that some
cultural and ministry funeral practices need to change, especially how families interact with the body of a
person who has (or may have) died with COVID-19. Ministers need to consider how their ministry practice
may need to alter and should discuss with Church Councils ahead of time how families can be supported in
this situation.
                                                                                                                                                                 As of 17/04/2020
 
KINDERGARTEN
We have a kindergarten operating from a church-owned building. Do we need to close it? Early Learning
Centres, including kindergartens, are considered to be “education” and, as such, are not currently covered in
the list of services to be closed. Social Distancing regulations should be encouraged wherever possible.
                                                                                                                                                         As of 21/05/2020
COVID SAFE APP
Should we encourage downloading the Federal Government’s Covid-Safe tracing app? Synod Ministries and
Operations would strongly recommend that all people in ministry download the Covid-Safe tracing app
and also encourage all Uniting Church members to do so. As worship services recommence, this is a simple
measure to help maintain the safety of our members as they start to gather again
                                                                                                                                                   As at 14/05/2020
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