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W e e k l y  E m a i l  N e w s l e t t e r

I n s i d e  t h e  I s s u e

A message from Rev

Ikani

Greetings to you in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
 
As we come to term with the
implications on our lives of a stage
three restriction, I want to assure each
one of you of my prayers and
ongoing comfort and support. p.02

I, Marcious

My name is Marcius. I am a Roman
Centurion Officer in the Imperial
Roman Army. My loyalty is to my
country and Caesar my Emperor.
This is my story.  p. 03

Paper towels at the

Supermarket

We are all very aware of the shortage of
certain supermarket items which we all
have experienced in recent days. p. 10
 

The kindness of a (Bikie)

Stranger

b y  J e a n  M u r r a y

continued from last week Newsletter 
 
Chapter 2:
I was back at Portarlington again for a service in January (with
no dramas  that day), and again on 8 March. p.09
 
 

Celebrations
We would l ike to celebrate with you significant events and

milestones such as birthdays and anniversaries.  You may forward
the details to Lynne Rankin and then watch this space.     

Ikani's dad turned 91 on the 6th of April - details p.4
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From the Minister  

b y  R e v  I k a n i  V a i t o h i

 Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 
 
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
As we come to term with the implications on our lives of a stage three restriction,
I want to assure each one of you of my prayers and ongoing comfort and
support. 
 
The magnitude of the health challenge we are facing at the moment is no doubt
unprecedented and overwhelming. The timely advice of our leaders and health
officers assists us in maintaining good health and keeping safe as we navigate
together these times of uncertainty and heightened concern. 
 
How timely it is, too, that the season of Lent and Easter provides us with the lens
through which we can see through doubt to faith and fear to renewed hope
again, through the cross to resurrection life. 
 
In Matthews account of Easter morning, the two Mary’s approach the sealed
tomb and suddenly all heaven appears to break loose. An earthquake occurs, then
an angel from heaven appeared and rolled back the tomb stone. We are told that
both Marys and the guards were all afraid, and then the angel reassured them
“Do not be afraid…” And suddenly,  just when they needed reassurance, Jesus
appeared to them. 
The reassurance they received it is not that nothing can go wrong because often
things do go wrong. It is not assurance that everything turns out for the best,
because, if we are honest about it, it seldom does.   Rather, it is assurance that,
whatever may happen to us, whatever a day may hold, God has power to
strengthen us and uphold us; that whatever we must face, we do not face it
alone; that nothing we encounter is stronger than God’s love. 
 
The heart of the resurrection story is that we must find in the risen Christ
the assurance we need to be able to navigate our way through the scary
maze of life.  In a time like now, the best reassurance we need to hear is that
death did not succeed, death did not have the last say, for Christ is Risen, he
is risen indeed! Hallelujah!
 
My family and I wishes you a spirit-filled Easter and may God keep you and
your family safe in this tumultuous time. 
 
Yours In Christ
 
Rev Ikani Vaitohi
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Passing of Muriel Hyatt

 
Our most sincere and heartfelt
condolences is extended to Debbie and
the family for the passing of a much
loved and revered member of the
family and a faithful follower of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Our Church family
will remember Muriel fondly and will
miss her dearly. 
 
Rest in the loving arms of the God of
the universe Muriel as we bid you
farewell with the words from the Bible:
 
And I heard a voice from heaven saying,
“Write this: Blessed are the dead who from
now on die in the Lord.” “Yes,” says the
Spirit, “they will rest from their labours, for
their deeds follow them.”  Revelation 14:13



I ,  M a r c i u s

from p. 1 
I was in the Officer’s Mess recently and the talk turned to religion, which is
not surprising, living in a place like Jerusalem. The conversation was about the
differences between the Roman worshipping of many gods and the Jewish
single God worship. Here in Palestine some people would rather throw
themselves on our swords than bow before Caesar and this was causing quite a
concern, especially for my boss and the local Governor Pilate. 
 
Pilate called me into his chamber the other day with some disturbing news
that was brewing with the upcoming Passover Feast. There was a rumour
concerning some troublemaker by the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 
 
I selected four good men, and dressed in civilian clothes, we went to the local
market to see what was happening. On arrival we ran into this fellow Jesus
riding into town on a donkey and everyone shouting, “Our King, Our King”. I
knew then that we had a problem, big problem. As Jesus rode passed me, I still
don’t know why it happened, but I felt myself being drawn to him. I was in a
quandary.  Jesus looked straight at me and said, “You aren’t cheering.” I said,
“No my Lord.” Then I bowed to him. He smiled a smile that I can only
describe as love.
 
It soon became obvious that this Jesus was on a collision course with the
Jewish heavies and public opinion was shifting too because they were
expecting him to lead them on a rebellion.
 
It came to the crunch on the Thursday night when I was awakened and told to
report to Pilate on the double. I grabbed a squad of men and rushed over to
find Pilate trying to weasel out of making a decision. Apparently the Jewish
leaders had capitalised on the public mood and were demanding Jesus’ death
because he was claiming to be the Son of God. The people were now yelling
and screaming that Caesar is their King and Jesus is a traitor. 
 
Pilate turned to me… pale and sweating. I knew how he felt, because I was
feeling pretty weak myself at this stage. He ordered me to have Jesus flogged
to satisfy the mob. What could I do? It was my duty as a loyal officer. So I
arranged the flogging. I can’t forget Jesus’ response through all this… he was
silent, calm and dignified. He didn’t say a word. After the massive flogging we
dragged him back to Pilate. Well, we hoped that would end the matter but it
was no use. The Jews wanted Jesus killed. I couldn’t believe what happened
next. Pilate’s self-preservation came to the fore. He called for a bowl of water
and washed his hands saying, “The guilt for this man’s death will not be on
me. My hands are clean of it.” Then he turned to me and said, “Marcius, take
care of this. Crucify him for them!” I was horrified and for the first time ever I
questioned an order and cried, “My Lord I can’t do this, this man is innocent.”
 

...to be continued on next week Newsletter
 

Community Sharing

Please share with others how you
are going in this time of self
isolation. Your story or
experience may put a smile on
someone else's face and lighten
up their day. 
 

You can check out Ms Anna
Wood and friends dancing
to "The Blessing - Heart of
Grace Dance"
 
Please go to
https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au,
click on 'Member Area' then put
in password - buc2020 and
ENJOY!
 
You can either email Ikani with
your contribution or record a
video clip and send it through
and Ikani will post it up on our
page for everyone to enjoy.
 

Website Secure Page

Password - buc2020

The above password will give
you access to our secure page on
our website. The contents on
this page is for our members
only
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                                                                                                                      A Monologue by Ray Ferguson



 people all over the world, was given the green light and we
decided to give it go and set up the meeting. With family members
calling in from Brisbane, NSW, Melbourne, New Zealand and even
America, our happy, not so little family, was able to celebrate and
enjoy the presence of each other’s company.
 
With a prayer offered by my uncle in New Zealand, the cake was
cut, songs were sung, and greetings and blessings bestowed upon
Fehoko from each family. Then, it was time for each family to
share an item. Whether it be words of wisdom and encouragement
or songs of praises for the Most High, it was a great way to connect
and celebrate during this time of panic and misfortune.
 
After two and a bit hours of chat, good-byes and well wishes were
offered, before each family, one by one left the meeting. I was so
grateful for the time spent with my family in celebration, worship
and fellowship. In which case, I remind you that Fehoko
thoroughly enjoyed his time and adored the smiling and laughing
faces of his family. Thank you, Zoom!

Celebration of a

kind! 

b y  B e n  V a i t o h i

 
Monday 6th of April presented us with the
opportunity to celebrate our Grandpa, Fehoko
(Ikani’s Dad) 91st birthday. A significant milestone
like this deserves celebration, and this family
won’t let COVID 19 ruin the party. 
 
With all the restrictions in place, the question
arose on how the family was going to celebrate. 
Zoom, a free program used for conference calls
and meeting places for students, workers and

 
Jean Kelly - 9th of April
Heather Mitchell - 11th of April
Marion Neale - 12th of April
Ikani Vaitohi - 14th of April
 
 
Happy birthday to you, Happy
birthday to you, happy birthday
to you Jean, Heather, Marion and
Ikani, Happy birth day to you.
Hip hip Hooray!!!!!
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Community Sharing

b y  R a y  &  J u l i e  F e r g u s o n

 
This space on our Weekly Newsletter enables our members to
share how they are living during COVID-19 
 
How are you coping with our current Stage Three Restriction?
 
Ray: It’s a very strange feeling and I miss the family very much so
I have been spending time in the garden. 
 
Julie: I do find it very strange and surreal and I too miss our family
so very much so I am using the time to go through the many
boxes of souvenirs and photos we have saved over many years.
 
What has been keeping you occupied in the last week?
 
Ray : With a paint brush in one hand and a shovel in the other I’m
meeting myself coming back!!! I asked a neighbour the other day
what day it was!! He didn’t know either!!
 
Julie : Looking forward to our Facetime chats with our family
especially our 2 year old grandson showing us what he’s playing
and watching our 6 month old granddaughter beginning to
crawl.The rest of the time I am strolling down Memory Lane
while sorting through the many boxes!! There are eight 50 litre
boxes! 
 
Name three favourite things you have stopped doing since the
restrictions were in place?
 
Ray : 1. Playing with grandchildren. 2. Choir Practice & Church
Services 3. Catching up with friends
 
Julie : 1. Playing with grandchildren 2. Choir Practice, Church
Services & Evening Fellowship 3. Catching up with friends 
 
Name three things you look forward to doing once the
restrictions are lifted?
 
Ray : All of the above especially the grandchildren
 
Julie : Yes all of the above especially the grandchildren -Oh and
seeing the hairdresser!!!
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Contribution to the Newsletter

If you wish to contribute to the content of our weekly Newsletter,
you are welcome to email it to Ikani no later than 6.00pm
Wednesday evening.  ikaniv@bigpond.com



From the

Treasurer

b y  J e a n n i n e  O m a n

Friends, as you are aware we are facing a
very difficult time and we as a community
are continually working to keep everyone’s
welfare and safety as our main priority.
 
You would also be aware that our Church
relies heavily on the generosity of your
giving to keep us going.  
 
To continue to make your offering, or to
make a donation towards the work and
ministry of the Belmont Uniting Church,
here are three options we would prefer you
to use at this point in time. 
 
1. Direct Debit
Please contact myself or Graeme Allen if
you require any help doing this, and so we
can supply you our banking details 
 
2. PayPal (via Belmont Uniting Church
website) 
 
3. By mail (cheques only - do not send
cash)   Belmont Uniting Church    PO Box
480   Belmont 3216
 
Please DO NOT place money or envelopes
in the letterbox at the Church. 
 
Please feel free to contact myself or
Graeme if you have any queries: 
 
Jeannine Oman -Treasurer
jeannineoman62@gmail.com 0499119101 
 
Graeme Allen— Assistant Treasurer
0416148080

  Online resources

 

Queen Elizabeth II  is Queen of Canada, Australia, New Zealand,
South Africa, and all up to, 16 countries. Her position is non-party-
political, so we tend to trust her more than politicians. Her address
has been particularised for each country in writing to the Governors-
General of those countries, but the video for the Brits has more
impact than just words. It is worth watching.
 
Copy & paste address: https://youtu.be/2klmuggOElE
 
Those who may be interested in a more deeper level engagement on
the topic of  faith and science in relations to COVID 19 or
Coronavirus- this website contains podcasts and articles you may
find helpful:  Copy & paste - https://biologos.org 
 

Family Resources - Copy & Paste
https://victas.uca.org.au/resources/covid-19-worship-resources/
https://engageworship.org 
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/children-youth-family-
ministry/being-a-community-when-you-cant-meet/
  
 

Holy Week Services

We will continue to record and make our services available online.
The videos will be available to watch at the scheduled starting time
of the services. If you need any technical assistance, you may
contact Ikani or Ian. During the Holy Week, our services will be as
follows:
 
Monday                    -      7.00pm            (online)
Tuesday                    -      7.00pm            (online)
Wednesday               -     7.00pm            (online)
Maundy Thursday   -    7.00pm             (online)
Good Friday              -   10.00am            (online)
 Easter Sunday          -   10.00am            (online)
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Prayer of the Week

b y  P e t e r  W o o d s

Loving God, we thank You for the resurrection
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that He conquered
death and rose from the grave.  
 
Help  us to know that He is with us always, even
to the end of the world and that nothing can
separate us from His eternal love.
 
Dear Heavenly Father, we pray for people
involved in medical research who are working
diligently to discover a way of overcoming the
coronavirus.
 
Dear Lord, we pray for staff working in nursing
homes where it is quite difficult at present
because family members are unable to visit
their loved ones.  May the residents feel secure
and not agitated, trusting in the staff to provide
love, care and support.
 

This week we

pray for 

Myrtle Barnes 
Helen Barry
Terry Bethune
Jan & Paul Breen
Hazel Bregeut

Each week, in an alphabetical
order as per our Church Roll, we
are asked to pray for 5 members
or families of our congregation.
This week we are praying for the
following: 
 
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

P r a y e r  R e q u e s t s

Please forward your prayer
requests to Ikani by

emailing -
ikaniv@bigpond.com
Mobile: 0432 680 028

 

A p r i l  1 2  2 0 2 0 P a g e  7



Caring in the time of Crisis

Avoid cheery reassurances; it is better to be silent
Be honest without telling more than it is asked
Listen to the emotions expressed and attend to it sensitively
When time permits, share some good and funny times 
Listen to their often masked needs of practical things need done.
Take note of a one or two things that you wish to explore further in
the next opportunity

Providing pastoral care is a fundamental responsibility of every
Christians who are called and empowered by our Lord Jesus Christ to
exercise love, care and companionship to one another. This
responsibility is even more important in a time of crisis such as that we
find ourselves at this point in time. 
 
As pastoral carers, in this time of crisis, we seek to embody hope in a
time of hightened anxiety and stress. We do that by listening to each
other's story, by acknowledging the deep emotions we feel and to hold
each other in love and prayers. It gives those we minister to hope
because we are not there to fix their problems but to walk alongside
with the person in pain, physsical, emotional, mental, and spiritual, -
no matter how bad it is or how long it takes.
 
The importance of being there with and for each other - of sensitive
listening in these times is immeasurable both to the person and to
others as well.
 
In this time of social isolation, it is important that we keep in contact
with each other especially those who are on their own. Our Pastoral
Care Committee has asked of us that we maintain a regular phone
contact with those on our visiting list and also those we know that they
may need a phone call to lift their spirit up and be assured that they are
not alone.       
 
Here are some useful tips for a phone conversation in a time of crisis:

 
In times of crisis, here are two well-known models, framed as stages of
grief and loss.
 
Elizabeth Kübler-Ross’ five stages of grief: 
1. Denial and isolation                    2. Anger
3. Bargaining                                    4. Depression
5. Acceptance and hope
 
Granger Westberg’s ten stages:
1. Shock                                           2. Emotion
3. Depression and loneliness       4. Possible physical symptoms 
5. Panic                                            6. Guilt
7. Hostility                                      8. Unable to return to usual activities
9. Hope                                           10.Readjustment

Pastoral Support

It is a very difficult and
uncertain time. Helping one
another to get through this
stressful and trying time is at
the heart of who we are called
to be and do as Christians. If
you know any one that do not
have the support system in
place to assist with their
weekly grocery shopping or
other basic home help
assistance. Please share that
with the minister or any one
of the Pastoral Care
Committee members. These
information will be kept
confidential.
 
If you know of anyone in the
community that would be
helped by a phone call please
make it known to the minister
or any of the Committee
members.
  

Pastoral Care

Contacts

Convenor: Liz Moss - 0428
579 479
Elizabeth Wood - 52434684
Loris Jackson - 0418 334 994
Katrina Hass - 0400 465 023
Brian Couper - 0403 591 635
Neville Funston - 0423 712
398
Ikani Vaitohi - 0432 680 028
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The kindness of a (Bikie)

Stranger

b y  J e a n  M u r r a y

continued from last week edition...
Chapter 2:  
I was back at Portarlington again for a service in January (with no
dramas  that day), and again on 8 March.  As I was parking my car
outside the church a big black motorbike roared up beside my car,
being ridden by a big man dressed in his black leathers and helmet!  
 
For a moment I was wondering what was happening!  
 
However, this kind bikie pulled up beside me informing me that one of
my rear tyres was flat and offering to change it for me!  
I thanked him very much for his kindness and explained I was about to
conduct a worship service in the church, and would ring the RACV.  
I left my car keys with a church member who was on door duty and he
dealt with the RACV, so that by the time we sang the three-fold amen
and the final blessing, the RACV mechanic had done his job and was on
his way. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo: Geelong Advertiser
 
Conclusion:  
 
My opinion of bikies changed that day!  I was ever so grateful that one
of them went out of his way to tell me about the flat tyre, and even
offered to go a step further.  
For me that was a perfect example of the KINDNESS OF A STRANGER
– AND A BIKIE AT THAT! 
In these times of challenge and distress, may we, too, be prepared to
bring a gift of kindness to a stranger we meet along the way.
 
 

Asking TECH guru - 

We understand that this new way of
being community together involves
most of our communications are
conducted online. Every week we
encourage you to ask any technology
related questions and we will attempt
to answer them for you. 

Website

https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au

We encourage all of you with internet
access to keep checking our website for
up-to-date information on services and
activities of our congregation. Every
week, there will be a pre-recorded
service for that Sunday posted up on the
front page of our website.
Efforts are still undertaken to see if we
could stream our services live at
10.00am each Sunday. When we have
that capability, you will be informed
immediately with instructions on how to
access the live stream.
 

UTUBE 
https://m.youtube.com/channel/UC6

mXx6ryp1AegGlrhv3W2Lg  
 

Please check out our YouTube channel
for all our recorded Sunday services
and other congregational related
videos.
  

A p r i l  1 2  2 0 2 0 P a g e  9



Lectionary Reading

PAPER TOWELS AT THE SUPERMARKET

b y  J e a n  M u r r a y

                                                               
 
 

We are all very aware of the shortage of certain
supermarket items which we all have experienced in
recent days.
Last week I was in a large supermarket to buy a few
items, including paper towels.  There were just a few
packets on the shelf, and I placed one packet in my
trolley.  The remaining packets were all on the very top
shelf and at the back of the shelf.  (Anyone less than the
very tall would not be able to reach them.)
 
On tip toe I reached the packets, then proceeded to put
them down on a lower shelf so that others could reach
them.  At that, a female customer came up to me and
very loudly, rudely and quite aggressively, told me I
could have only one packet.  I told her my one packet
was in my trolley and that I was moving the other
packets to a lower shelf so that others could reach
them!  At this the woman turned and strode off with a
loud, rude grunt!
 
Nearby another customer had seen and heard
everything.  In her wheel chair she came over to me and
in a lovely voice thanked me for what I did.It doesn’t
take much to express a sincere “thank you” to
someone!  May we all be like the second woman, and not
the first!!!
 

April 12 - Easter Sunday 
Jeremiah 31:1-6 or Acts 10:34-43
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Colossians 3:1-4
Matthew 28:1-10 or John 20:1-18
 

April 19 - Easter 2
Acts 2:14a,22-32
Psalm 16
1 Peter 1:3-9
John 20:19-31
 

April 26 - Easter 3
Acts 2:14a,36-41
Psalm 116:1-3, 10-17
1 Peter 1:17-23
Luke 24:13-35
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