
  

 

UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA 
 

BELMONT CONGREGATION 

42 Thomson Street, Belmont Vic. 3216 

https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au 
 

SUNDAY 5th August, 2018  H.C. 

 

WORSHIP LEADER:  Rev. Ikani Vaitohi 

We welcome all who are worshipping with us today,  

especially newcomers and visitors. 
 

   2018 WINTER WARMERS   
                                                  

Our congregation has been 

supporting Uniting Barwon –                                

previously Pex/Concern,  

UnitingCare -  for many years and 

at this time of the year we make a 

concerted effort to help stock the 

pantries at the Grovedale and 

Norlane centres. Your support is 

requested for this annual appeal.    

This year there is a small change 

in emphasis with one week 

focussed on providing goods to fill 

insulated bags for the homeless 

(those sleeping rough, couch 

surfing or in transition situations).  

Next week, Week Two, the 

suggested items are spreads 

(vegemite etc. honey, peanut 

butter and jam), coffee and oil – 

in particular olive oil.  

 

 

Our asylum seeker and refugee 

folk prefer to use olive oil in 

their food preparation. 

 

Of course, any items of non- 

perishable food or donations of 

money will be appreciated. 

Monetary donations will be 

spent on supplying perishable 

goods such as margarine and 

yoghurt.  

 

Thank you for your continued 

support. 
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The Ministry Team is based at the Belmont Church Office 

on most Tuesdays to Fridays from 9.30a.m. – 12.30p.m. 

Rev. Ikani Vaitohi will be in attendance on most of those days. 

Pastor Geoff Aitken, on some Wednesdays and most Fridays. 

They welcome any congregational members 

who would like to drop in for a cuppa or chat. 

Please Note: In case of emergency, the Ministry team remains 

available at any time. See back page for contact numbers. 

CONTRIBUTE TO OUR WEBSITE: Belmont Uniting Church 

(BUC) website is at https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au  (or Google us). 

Please remember to go there for information, to make a suggestion or 

make a contribution. 

 

WELCOME MAT: Operates every week on Fridays from 10 a.m. – 

1.00 pm.  Join us for a cuppa, chat, games and lunch at 12.  You are 

most welcome. Bring a friend and enjoy the fellowship and fun. Any 

queries, contact Carl Schaller, Muriel Bullock or Fay Harper. 

 

FAITH SHARING GROUP: meets every Tuesday at 10.00 am. in 

the main hall.  Everyone is welcome to come along and have a cuppa 

from 9.45 a.m. 

  

CRAFT FELLOWSHIP  will meet on Tuesday August 7th at 10 

am.  All welcome.  Please bring your own craft and enjoy the 

camaraderie.                                                                                              

 

CHURCH COUNCIL  will meet on Tuesday, 14 August, in the 

Meeting Room at 7.30pm. Items of business and reports from Council 

Committees should be sent to the Secretary  in the “C” pigeon hole by 

Sunday, 5 August    Agenda papers will be available on Sunday, 12 

August. 

 

      

https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au/
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CHURCH FAIR 2018 - SHEEP MANURE  

We are bagging earlier this year because we have easy access to 

manure. 

The team plans to go out on Friday 10th August, so if you want manure 

please forward your orders to John Rankin , Brian Wood  or Bill 

Jennings  ASAP.  

Bags of sheep manure  -  $5.00/bag or $45/ten bags, delivered to your 

door. 

Manure Bags: If you have any empty bags from previous years would 

you please leave them at 167 Roslyn Rd.  

If you are able to assist with the bagging of manure would you also 

inform Brian, Bill or John. 

 

                                      PRODUCE STALL 

 New this month - Blood Orange Marmalade, 4 Fruits Marmalade, 

Cherry Jam, Plum & Cherry Jam, Plum & Rhubarb Jam. New last 

month: Plum Sauce, Lime & Ginger Marmalade, Lime & Lemon 

Marmalade, Fig & Ginger Jam. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 

 

                                God’s Unseen Work 
 1 Samuel 5:1–7:17; James 1:19–27; Psalm 119:33–48 

   We often fail to discern when and how it happens: God will work something 

out in our lives that seems virtually impossible. We get an unexpected insight 

into the workings of God in 1 Sam 5.  

    After defeating Israel in battle, the Philistines stole the ark of the covenant, 

recognizing it as a powerful weapon of war. They didn’t realize that it couldn’t 

be wielded by human hands. They set it up next to the idol of their god, 

Dagon, unaware that the ark was the representation of Yahweh on earth. 

Yahweh does what He wills. In this case, He willed the ark to be returned to 

Israel, so He destroyed the idol and afflicted the people with disease. First 

Samuel notes, “The hand of the Lord was heavy against the people,” (1 Sam 

5:6); in fact, it was so heavy that the Philistines wanted the ark gone. After 

seven months, they returned it to the Israelites (1 Sam 6:10–16). 

    If the Philistines could recognize the work of Yahweh among them, you 

would think the Israelites could do the same. They should have responded to 

the ark’s return by praising God, rejoicing, and turning back to Him. But in 

their failure to discern God’s hand in the event, they continued to worship 

foreign gods until Samuel, their judge and prophet, demanded that they 

change their actions (1 Sam 7). 

     This illustrates a problem with our perception of God’s work: We fail to see 

His work on our behalf and chalk things up to circumstance or coincidence. 

We stick with our idols because it’s easier than admitting the truth to 

ourselves—for the moment we acknowledge God is at work, we must turn 

away from the easy path of selfish ambitions and actions. 

     When God’s people pray, He answers—often in unexpected and 

miraculous ways. While we don’t often see His hand at work, we do have an 

opportunity each day to look for God acting among us and turn away from 

anything we put in His place. Let’s do so today. 

 

 Where have you seen God working in your life? What idols is He asking you 

to turn away from?                                                                         John D. Barry 

 

 Barry, J. D., & Kruyswijk, R. (2012). Connect the Testaments: A One-Year Daily Devotional with 

Bible Reading Plan. Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 
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PRAYER POINTS 

Loving God, our hearts are deeply concerned for all the people who 

have lost loved ones in the disastrous fires which have occurred in 

Greece and the U.S.A.  We pray that you will provide comfort and 

strength to the families involved and also to the fire fighters and 

emergency workers. 

 

Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for the abundant life which is ours 

through Jesus Christ.  Guide us according to your will and help us to be 

worthy servants as we live out our faith day by day. 

 

Dear Lord, help us to know the importance of daily prayer.  Encourage 

us daily to take our concerns, plans and hopes to you in prayer, trusting 

the answers that you provide. 

 

 

SERVING THE BELMONT CONGREGATION 

Sunday,  12th August, 2018    H.C. 

Worship Leader:  Rev. Ikani Vaitohi 

 

Duty 8.30 a.m. 10 .00 a.m.   

Stewards N. Phillips (M) 

K. Haas (I) 

P. Woods (M) 

D. Stephens (I) 

Readers P. Leitch 

C. Schaller 

R & J Ferguson 

Porch 

Stewards 

R. Angus (P) 

B. Coomber 

N. Woods (P), D. Woods 

L. Vaitohi, N. Lyons 

Host/ess  K & M Moore 

P.A. L. McCann W. Jones 

Flowers  Elizabeth Wood 

Morning 

Tea 

H & L McCann F & W Harper, M & S Vaitohi 

D & J Stephens 

Transport (1) B. Couper  (2)  I. Henricus 

 (3) L & H McCann  
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BELMONT UNITING CHURCH MINISTRY TEAM 
 

Rev. Ikani Vaitohi     ……………………….    0432 680 028 

    Evenings only       ……………………….     03 5298 3699 

Pastor Geoff Aitken  ..………........................    03 5241 2897 

     …….................. ………    0413 585 45  

Congregational Coordinator     0423 712 398                                                 
 

CHURCH OFFICE:    42 Thomson Street, Belmont Vic. 3216 
     Phone  03 5243 4226        Fax  03 5243 4637 

Email    buc8@bigpond.com 

 

 

 

 

Email    buc8@bigpond.com 

 

                           SERVICES IN AGED CARE HOMES 

Kalkee – Nangatta: Thurs. 2p.m. 9th August   Pastor Geoff Aitken HC 

Kalkee Murray Hostel: Thurs.3.30p.m. 9th  August  HC Pastor G. 

Aitken 

Opal South Valley: Wed. 10.45a.m.  

Alan David Lodge:   Wed. 2.45p.m.  

 

 

 

LECTIONARY 

NEXT SUNDAY  12th AUGUST 

2 Samuel 18: 5-9, 15, 31-33      Psalm 130 

Ephesians 4: 25-52            John 6: 35, 41-51 

 

 

 

 

                                                   CONTRIBUTIONS for the NEWS SHEET 

Please include author’s name & phone number, number of repeats 

required and place in the Church Letterbox at the top of church steps 

next to the meter box on the right before 4p.m. on Wednesday.       

mailto:buc8@bigpond.com
mailto:buc8@bigpond.com

