
  
UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA 

 

BELMONT CONGREGATION 

42 Thomson Street, Belmont Vic. 3216 

https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au 
 

SUNDAY 19th August, 2018   

 

WORSHIP LEADER:  Rev. Ikani Vaitohi 

We welcome all who are worshipping with us today,  

especially newcomers and visitors. 
 

Cottage by the Sea 

An invitation has been extended 

to visit the Cottage by the Sea to 

hear of their works, see over the 

facility and join them for 

Afternoon Tea. 

When – Wednesday September 

19th                                               

Time – 1.30pm                    

Numbers – Maximum 35                       

If you wish to attend contact 

Heather McCann on or before 

Sunday Sept 16th  

Open to all Church members and 

Knitters. 

 

                         

 

PASTOR BENJAMIN QUILLIAM 

and his wife Mel, send greetings 

from Alice Springs to all of us at 

Belmont.    

Last weekend Jean Murray 

caught up with them in Alice 

Springs at the Old Timers Village 

Fete on the Saturday (11th Aug) 

and at the John Flynn Memorial 

Church last Sunday.   

Benjamin, Mel and their four 

children are all well and have 

had a busy time since arriving 

home from their holiday in 

Tasmania.  We have very  

fond memories of their visit to 

us for our Frontier Services 

worship service and barbeque 

on Sunday 15 July.  Further 

news will be included  

in the September issue of "The 

Star". 
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The Ministry Team is based at the Belmont Church Office 

on most Tuesdays to Fridays from 9.30a.m. – 12.30p.m. 

Rev. Ikani Vaitohi will be in attendance on most of those days. 

Pastor Geoff Aitken, on some Wednesdays and most Fridays. 

They welcome any congregational members 

who would like to drop in for a cuppa or chat. 

Please Note: In case of emergency, the Ministry team remains 

available at any time. See back page for contact numbers. 

CONTRIBUTE TO OUR WEBSITE: Belmont Uniting Church 
(BUC) website is at https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au  (or Google us). 
Please remember to go there for information, to make a suggestion or 
make a contribution. 
 
WELCOME MAT: Operates every week on Fridays from 10 a.m. – 
1.00 pm.  Join us for a cuppa, chat, games and lunch at 12.  You are 
most welcome. Bring a friend and enjoy the fellowship and fun. Any 
queries, contact Carl Schaller, Muriel Bullock or Fay Harper. 
 
FAITH SHARING GROUP: meets every Tuesday at 10.00 am. in 

the main hall.  Everyone is welcome to come along and have a cuppa 

from 9.45 a.m. 

 

CRAFT FELLOWSHIP will meet on Tuesday August 21st at 10.00 

am.  All welcome.  Please bring your own craft and enjoy the 

camaraderie. 
                           

EVENING FELLOWSHIP  shall meet Wednesday 22nd August at 

1.30 pm in the Church Hall, when a representative of GIDEONS 

INTERNATIONAL shall be our Guest Speaker. 

Devotions:   Thelma   Supper: Julie and Doreen 

    

https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au/
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                          WINTER WARMERS 2018                                              
Another stack of food was taken to Uniting last week. The approximate 

value of the 120 or so items is $430.  In particular, the oil and peanut 

butter were especially gratefully received.  According to the pantry staff 

at Uniting, the BUC congregation is “amazing”. 

 The final week of out Winter Warmers blitz is focused on setting up 

supply bags for the homeless. Insulated bags (available at 

supermarkets) small ring pull cans and plastic utensils are items on 

the list. 

 Of course, any items of non- perishable food or donations of money 

will be appreciated. Monetary donations will be spent on supplying 

perishable goods such as margarine and yoghurt. 

 

 

CHURCH FAIR 2018 - SHEEP MANURE  

Bags of sheep manure  -  $5.00/bag or $45/ten bags, delivered to your 

door.  If you want manure please forward your orders to John Rankin , 

Brian Wood  or Bill Jennings  ASAP    

PRODUCE STALL:     New this month: Mango Chutney, Spicy Zucchini & 

Tomato Kasundi (hot), Blood Orange Marmalade, Cherry Jam, Four Fruits 

Marmalade , Pineapple & Lemon Marmalade, Plum & Cherry Jam, Plum & 

Rhubarb Jam 

New last month: Fig & Ginger Jam, Lime & Ginger Marmalade, Lime & Lemon 

Marmalade, Plum Sauce. 

KEEP THE EMPTY JARS COMING IN!                                            
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Discernment, Knowledge, and Action 
                    1 Samuel 10:1–11:15; James 2:14–18; Psalm 119:65–80  

 

  We often wonder whether God hears our prayers. Even when we 

acknowledge that God deals with each petition we send His way, we 

experience doubt because we don’t understand how He has handled our 
plea. Yet instead of asking “Is God hearing me?” we should be asking God to 
help us grow closer to Him and gain a better understanding of His ways. We 

should echo the words of the psalmist, “You have dealt well with your 
servant, O Yahweh, according to your word. Teach me good discernment and 

knowledge, for I believe your commands” (Psalm 119:65–66). 

   We often misunderstand the concepts of discernment and knowledge. 

Discernment allows us to know God’s will and perceive the decisions He 
would have us make. Knowledge helps us to understand God Himself, 

primarily His character.  Both of these concepts are grounded in our 

relationship with God and others, both empower us to work for Him—and we 

are called to cultivate both qualities in our lives. 

   Unless we know God, we’re incapable of successfully doing His work. We 
must be willing to talk to God honestly about our relationships, as the 

psalmist does in Psalm 119:69–72. The psalmist acknowledges that he needs 

God’s help in all matters of his relationship with God and all matters of his 

relationship with others. He understands that he cannot even begin to know 

God without the power of God helping him. 

   We must be empowered for action, both in the intimacy of prayer and in 

the reality of relationships. And we must support what we believe with our 

works, as the letter of James call us to do: “For just as the body without the 
spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead” (Jas 2:14–26). 

   Reflecting regularly on how God has worked with us and is working in us 

allows us to recognize that everything in our lives has a purpose. God often 

works in others through us, and that great calling requires us to have 

knowledge of Him and discernment about His workings in our world.  

 

How are you discerning the great work of God in your life? How are you 

enhancing your knowledge of God?                                   John D. Barry  

 
Barry, J. D., & Kruyswijk, R. (2012). Connect the Testaments: A One-Year Daily Devotional with 

Bible Reading Plan. Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. Faith 1 Samuel 12:1–13:23; James 
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PRAYER POINTS 

Dear Lord, help us to live by your commandments and centre our lives 
in loving others.  Give us the wisdom to walk righteously in the 
footsteps of Jesus and may we place our trust in you, today and forever. 
 
Dear God, at times it is difficult to make good choices due to the 
pressures of living in today’s society.  Give us a discerning spirit so that 
we can make the best possible choices.  Help us to always choose to 
serve you and look to you for love and guidance. 
 
Dear Heavenly Father, help us to understand that Jesus is the bread of 
life and provides us with spiritual nourishment each day.  If we believe 
in him we will receive the free gift of eternal life. 
 
 
 

SERVING THE BELMONT CONGREGATION 

Sunday, 26th August, 2018     

Worship Leaders:  Cherry & Hugh Collins 

 

Duty 8.30 a.m.  10 .00 a.m.   

Stewards C. Schaller B. Dickie (M) 
L. Jackson (I) 

Readers B & E Wood A. Jones, G. Allen 

Porch 
Stewards 

R. Leitch (P) 
C. Fyffe 

A. Merritt (P), K. Cameron 
G. Coomber, J. Stewart 

Host/ess  L. Moss, R. Buckwell 

P.A. M. Richards B. Jennings 

Flowers  Pat Rankin 

Morning 
Tea 

E & M Richards G. Chapman, L. Moss 
E. Wise, L & F Barnard 

Transport (1) B. Couper  (2)  I. Henricus 
 (3) L & H McCann  
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BELMONT UNITING CHURCH MINISTRY TEAM 
 

Rev. Ikani Vaitohi     ……………………….    0432 680 028 
    Evenings only       ……………………….     03 5298 3699 
Pastor Geoff Aitken  ..………........................    03 5241 2897 

     …….................. ………    0413 585 455  
Congregational Coordinator                               0423 712 398        
 

CHURCH OFFICE:    42 Thomson Street, Belmont Vic. 3216 
     Phone  03 5243 4226        Fax  03 5243 4637 

Email    buc8@bigpond.com 

 

                           SERVICES IN AGED CARE HOMES 

Kalkee – Nangatta: Thurs. 2p.m. 23rd  August  Rev. Ikani Vaitohi  
Kalkee Murray Hostel: Thurs.3.30p.m. 23rd August   Rev. I. Vaitohi 
Opal South Valley: Wed. 10.45a.m.  
Alan David Lodge:   Wed. 2.45p.m.  

 

 

 

LECTIONARY 

NEXT SUNDAY  26th AUGUST 

1 Kings 8: (1,6,10-11) 22-30, 41-43      Psalm 84 

Ephesians 6: 10-20            John 6: 56-69 

 

 

 

 

                                                   CONTRIBUTIONS for the NEWS SHEET 

Please include author’s name & phone number, number of repeats 
required and           place in the Church Letterbox at the top of church 

steps next to the meter box on the right before 4p.m. on Wednesday.       

mailto:buc8@bigpond.com
mailto:buc8@bigpond.com

