
  

 

UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA 
 

BELMONT CONGREGATION 

42 Thomson Street, Belmont Vic. 3216 

https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au 
 

SUNDAY 29th  JULY, 2018  

 

WORSHIP LEADER:  Rev. Ikani Vaitohi 

We welcome all who are worshipping with us today,  

especially newcomers and visitors. 
 

. 

           

BUSHIKORI    CHRISTIAN CENTRE 

FOOTY, FUN & TRIVIA  NIGHT 

SATURDAY 4TH AUGUST, 2018 

Compered by Ian Cover of 

the “Coodabeens” 

St John’s Anglican Church, 

Highton 

Adult Tickets $25/Secondary 

Students $15                           

(Tables of 8) 

Tickets from Bill & Sue Jennings   

Barbara Cake 

SAUSAGE SIZZLE – 

CENTRAL AUSTRALIAN 

PATROL FRONTIER 

SERVICES 

On behalf of the Mission and 

Outreach and Fellowship 

Committees, thank you to 

everyone who supported our 

“Sausage Sizzle” Luncheon 

on Sunday 15th July. 

We have been able to 

forward $1000.00 to Pastor 

Benjamin’s Central 

Australian Patrol of Frontier 

Services. 

This is a wonderful result. 

Many thanks again for your 

support and generosity. 

Sue Jennings (Convenor 

Fellowship Committee) 
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The Ministry Team is based at the Belmont Church Office 

on most Tuesdays to Fridays from 9.30a.m. – 12.30p.m. 

Rev. Ikani Vaitohi will be in attendance on most of those days. 

Pastor Geoff Aitken, on some Wednesdays and most Fridays. 

They welcome any congregational members 

who would like to drop in for a cuppa or chat. 

Please Note: In case of emergency, the Ministry team remains 

available at any time. See back page for contact numbers. 

CONTRIBUTE TO OUR WEBSITE: Belmont Uniting Church 

(BUC) website is at https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au  (or Google us). 

Please remember to go there for information, to make a suggestion or 

make a contribution. 

 

WELCOME MAT: Operates every week on Fridays from 10 a.m. – 

1.00 pm.  Join us for a cuppa, chat, games and lunch at 12.  You are 

most welcome. Bring a friend and enjoy the fellowship and fun. Any 

queries, contact Carl Schaller, Muriel Bullock or Fay Harper. 

 

FAITH SHARING GROUP: meets every Tuesday at 10.00 am. in 

the main hall.  Everyone is welcome to come along and have a cuppa 

from 9.45 a.m. 

  

CRAFT FELLOWSHIP   will meet on Tuesday July 31st at 10 am.               

All welcome.  Please bring your own craft and enjoy the camaraderie.                                                                                              

 

MISSION AND OUTREACH COMMITTEE meets Tuesday 31st 

July at 2.00 pm 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL  will meet on Tuesday, 14 August, in the 

Meeting Room at 7.30pm. Items of business and reports from Council 

Committees should be  placed in the “C” pigeon hole by Sunday, 5 

August.    Agenda papers will be available on Sunday, 12 August. 

                                                         2 
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SONG & STORY SUNDAY – 29th JULY 

“JERUSALEM ROAD TO EMMAUS ROAD” 

The music presented by the choir this morning is in the form of a 

cantata by Rev. Robert McClelland, a retired UCA minister living in 

Geelong. 

First performed in 1984, it recounts through readings and songs the 

events of Holy Week from Jesus’ triumphal entry to the Crucifixion and 

Resurrection.  

 

Bob McClelland is a prolific writer of Christian songs and hymns, a 

number of which have been used in worship at Belmont Uniting.  He 

has published two collections of songs, “Vines & Branches” and “New 

Wine in New Wine Skins” and continues to pen an occasional fresh 

item.  He estimates that over the years he has written 80 or more 

songs! 

 

Bob came from a farming background, was ordained in 1974, and 

ministered in parishes at Birregurra, Deans Marsh, Kerang, Sunraysia, 

and Stawell.  He wrote many songs for worship in these placements 

and grew partnerships with colleagues and friends – some of whom 

contributed music and words to today’s cantata. 

 

It is great that Bob McClelland is able to be present this morning, and 

we warmly welcome him and his wife Carol to hear the cantata and 

share in “Song & Story Sunday” worship at Belmont Uniting. 

 

Our gratitude goes to the Choir for their commitment in learning the 

music under the direction of Cliff Rankin, and Lorraine on the piano.  

We also thank Ray and Julie Ferguson for their narrations, the several 

soloists drawn from the choir, and the interest and support of Ikani, our 

minister. 
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2018 WINTER WARMERS   
Our congregation has been supporting Uniting Barwon – previously 

Pex/Concern, UnitingCare  -  for many years and at this time of the 

year we make a concerted effort to help stock the pantries at the 

Grovedale and Norlane centres. Your support is requested for this 

annual appeal.    

This year there is a small change in emphasis with one week focussed 

on providing goods to fill insulated bags for the homeless (those 

sleeping rough, couch surfing or in transition situations).  

    Today you will have in your newsletter a reminder of suggested 

items for each Sunday in August. Next week the suggestions are for 

long life milk including soy, cereal but not Weetbix, and porridge. 

Of course, any items of non- perishable food or donations of money 

will be appreciated. Monetary donations will be spent on supplying 

perishable goods such as margarine and yoghurt.  

Thank you for your continued support. 

 AFTERNOON COMMUNION SERVICE AND FELLOWSHIP: 

Wednesday 1st August at 1.30 pm.  All welcome.  Leader: Rev. Ikani 

Vaitohi.  Minister’s Stewards: C & L Rankin. Tea Hostesses: S. Rossiter 

and J. Schneider.  Transport can be arranged by calling 0423 712 398 

THE STAR.   Articles for The Star should be placed in the "C"pigeon 

hole by Sunday,  29 July. 
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Conflict and Certainty                                                                                        

1 Samuel 2:22–4:22; James 1:9–18; Psalm 119:17–32 

Conflict drives fiction and riveting movies, but if we had it our way, we’d live 

stable, stress-free lives. We might crave the excitement or change of a 

vacation, but we rarely welcome an unexpected complication. So when James 

says to “count it all joy … when you meet trials of various kinds” (Jas 1:2), we 

are tempted to dismiss his perspective as something that works on paper but 

should not disrupt our real lives.                                                                                                              

James shows us how to internalize a faithful response to unwelcome conflict. 

He starts by describing a negative reaction: When difficult times come, we 

might be like the person who prays and then doubts that God will provide him 

with wisdom for the situation. This person complicates the conflict by 

internalizing it with uncertainty and doubt. He is “like the surf of the sea, 

driven by the wind and tossed about” (Jas 1:6).                                                      

The irony is that, although we only create more conflict when we doubt, we 

like to think we can trust ourselves. As long as we remain in control (we tell 

ourselves), we can avoid the storms of life. It’s tempting to manufacture an 

attitude of stubborn self-sufficiency—of inner strength.                               

That’s the opposite of how we should respond. God wants us to meet the 

chaos by trusting in Him. We might feel tossed about by life’s events, but God 

provides us with wisdom for the chaos we encounter. When we ask Him and 

trust that He’ll provide us with wisdom, He gives generously and without 

reproach (Jas 1:5).                                                                                               

Stability isn’t an inner strength, but certainty in God’s provision is. We can 

meet the uncertain with the certain when we trust God to help us work 

through the chaos. We can also remember that, at the end of the novel, the 

protagonist who endures conflict is changed by the experience. In the same 

way, God is working through the conflict in our lives to make us more wholly 

devoted to Him, since “testing produces steadfastness” (Jas 1:3). And there 

will be an end: We’ll “receive the crown of life that he has promised to those 

who love him” (Jas 1:12).     

 How are you turning to Christ in the midst of difficult circumstances?  



6 

 

Rebecca Van Noord Barry, J. D., & Kruyswijk, R. (2012). Connect the 
Testaments: A One-Year Daily Devotional with Bible Reading Plan. 

Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 

 

 

 

 

   VOLUNTEER VACANCIES JULY/AUGUST 2018 

Uniting Barwon (formerly UnitingCare Geelong) is an emergency relief agency 

providing assistance to people in the community who need practical support 

during times of financial and personal struggle. We need more volunteers to 

join the teams based at Grovedale and Norlane, to help us continue to 

provide emergency welfare services to the disadvantaged members of our 

Geelong community.   If you, or someone you know, would enjoy being part 

of a can-do team, doing a variety of roles, for a few hours a week, including: 

• pickups and deliveries (van crew member or driver)  

• grounds and maintenance (mowing, weeding, cleaning etc.) 

• clothing and food distribution (assisting our clients)  

• receptionists (organising client appointments, phone and face to 
face)  

• interviewers (assisting our clients) 

• sorting of donations (working alongside jobseekers)  

• craft and art projects 

• assisting with our monthly book sale – we want to hear from you!  
We also have numbers of other volunteer opportunities, including retail roles 
at our Op Shops, admin, finance and business related roles. Please contact 
Elizabeth Hopkin on 4210 1113 or email Elizabeth.Hopkin@vt.uniting.org 

If you have family or friends who might be interested, please spread 

the word. Thank you  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Elizabeth.Hopkin@vt.uniting.org


7 

 

 
PRAYER POINTS 

Dear God, we thank you for the gift of music; whether the music is a 

hymn, a song or a symphony.  May you continue to bless the choir in 

the many ways it contributes to worship on a regular basis.  We pray for 

the organists who volunteer their services week by week. 

 

Dear Heavenly Father, we pray for welfare agencies like Uniting and 

the Salvation Army as they reach out to help people who are struggling 

to cope with life.  May the agencies continue to provide food, clothing 

and accommodation to people in need. 

 

Dear God, Jesus died for the salvation of all people.  Through the power 

of Christ, we can be compassionate, courageous and strong.  Help us to 

use this power, Father, for the glory of your kingdom, today and 

forever. 

 

SERVING THE BELMONT CONGREGATION 

Sunday, 5th August, 2018    H.C. 

Worship Leader:  Rev. Ikani Vaitohi 

 

Duty 10 .00 a.m.   

Stewards W. Harper (M & HC)   R. Pearson (I) 

T. Yates, L. Moss, A. Page 

B & P Jones, G . Chapman, G. Allen 

Readers G. Coomber, L. Jackson 

Porch 

Stewards 

F. Harper (P & HC), T. Jepson 

J. Cocking, B. Couper 

Host/ess B. Pullin, C. Schaller 

P.A. R. Bunting 

Flowers Elizabeth Wood 

Morning 

Tea 

E & B Wood, P & W Jones 

T & L Yates 

Transport (1)  B. Couper             (2)  I. Henricus 

 (3)   L & H McCann 



8 

 

 

 

 

BELMONT UNITING CHURCH MINISTRY TEAM 
 

Rev. Ikani Vaitohi     ……………………….    0432 680 028 

    Evenings only       ……………………….     03 5298 3699 

Pastor Geoff Aitken  ..………........................    03 5241 2897 

     …….................. ………    0413 585 45 N 

Congregational Coordinator     0423 712 398                                                 
 

CHURCH OFFICE:    42 Thomson Street, Belmont Vic. 3216 
     Phone  03 5243 4226        Fax  03 5243 4637 

Email    buc8@bigpond.com 

 

 

 

 

Email    buc8@bigpond.com 

 

                           SERVICES IN AGED CARE HOMES 

Kalkee – Nangatta: Thurs. 2p.m. 2nd August   Pastor Geoff Aitken 

Kalkee Murray Hostel: Thurs.3.30p.m. 2nd August   Pastor G. Aitken 

Opal South Valley: Wed. 10.45a.m.  

Alan David Lodge:   Wed. 2.45p.m.  

 

 

 

LECTIONARY 

NEXT SUNDAY  5th AUGUST 

2 Samuel 11: 26 – 12: 13a      Psalm 51: 1-12 

Ephesians 4: 1-16            John 6: 24-35 

 

 

 

 

                                                   CONTRIBUTIONS for the NEWS SHEET 

Please include author’s name & phone number, number of repeats 

required and place in the Church Letterbox at the top of church steps 

next to the meter box on the right before 4p.m. on Wednesday.       

mailto:buc8@bigpond.com
mailto:buc8@bigpond.com

