
  

 

UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA 
 

BELMONT CONGREGATION 

42 Thomson Street, Belmont Vic. 3216 

https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au 
 

SUNDAY 22nd JULY, 2018  

 

WORSHIP LEADER:  Rev. Ikani Vaitohi 

We welcome all who are worshipping with us today,  

especially newcomers and visitors. 
 

. 

           

BUSHIKORI    CHRISTIAN CENTRE 

FOOTY, FUN & TRIVIA  NIGHT 

SATURDAY 4TH AUGUST, 2018 

Compered by Ian Cover of 

the “Coodabeens” 

St John’s Anglican Church, 

Highton 

Adult Tickets $25/Secondary 

Students $15                           

(Tables of 8) 

Tickets from Bill & Sue Jennings   

Barbara Cake 

 

During Sunday’s service  on 

29th July at 10 am, the choir 

will present a Cantata 

* Jerusalem Road to Emmaus 

Road * 

by Bob McClelland and Brian 

Giddings. 

The Cantata includes Hymns, 

Solos, Duets and Bible 

readings, and will assist 

worship during our time 

together. 

 
SINCERE THANKS to everyone 

involved in any way at all in the 

Frontier Services worship service 

and the delicious lunch held last 

Sunday.  There have been many 

very positive comments received.  

It was a tremendous team effort!  

Well done!   Thanks again, Jean 

Murray 
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The Ministry Team is based at the Belmont Church Office 

on most Tuesdays to Fridays from 9.30a.m. – 12.30p.m. 

Rev. Ikani Vaitohi will be in attendance on most of those days. 

Pastor Geoff Aitken, on some Wednesdays and most Fridays. 

They welcome any congregational members 

who would like to drop in for a cuppa or chat. 

Please Note: In case of emergency, the Ministry team remains 

available at any time. See back page for contact numbers. 

CONTRIBUTE TO OUR WEBSITE: Belmont Uniting Church 

(BUC) website is at https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au  (or Google us). 

Please remember to go there for information, to make a suggestion or 

make a contribution. 

 

WELCOME MAT: Operates every week on Fridays from 10 a.m. – 

1.00 pm.  Join us for a cuppa, chat, games and lunch at 12.  You are 

most welcome. Bring a friend and enjoy the fellowship and fun. Any 

queries, contact Carl Schaller, Muriel Bullock or Fay Harper. 

 

FAITH SHARING GROUP: meets every Tuesday at 10.00 am. in 

the main hall.  Everyone is welcome to come along and have a cuppa 

from 9.45 a.m. 

 

 B.U.C. EVENING  FELLOWSHIP – Wednesday 25th JULY,  

at 1.30pm in the Church Hall when a Barwon Health representative 

will speak on ADVANCED CARE PLANNING.  

This is an OPEN meeting and we look forward to welcoming other  

interested congregation members also. NB This is an afternoon 

meeting               Devotions : Ann      Supper:  Nola  and  Miriam 

                                                                                                                                                                               

CHURCH COUNCIL  will meet on Tuesday, 14 August, in the 

Meeting Room at 7.30pm. Items of business and reports from Council 

Committees should be placed in the “C” pigeon hole by Sunday, 5 

August    Agenda papers will be available on Sunday, 12 August. 

 

https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au/
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2018 WINTER WARMERS   
 Our congregation has been supporting Uniting Barwon – previously 

Pex/Concern, UnitingCare -  for many years and at this time of the 

year we make a concerted effort to help stock the pantries at the 

Grovedale and Norlane centres. Your support is requested for this 

annual appeal.   This year there is a small change in emphasis with 

one week focussed on providing goods to fill insulated bags for the 

homeless (those sleeping rough, couch surfing or in transition 

situations).  

There will be a list of suggested items in next week’s newsletter. 
Please keep this for reference. Of course, any items of non- perishable 
food or donations of money will be appreciated. Monetary donations 
will be spent on supplying perishable goods such as margarine and 
yoghurt.                           Thank you for your continued support. 

MISSION AND OUTREACH COMMITTEE.  Early notice of the 

next meeting which will be held at 2 pm on Tuesday, 31 July in the 

church hall. 

AFTERNOON COMMUNION SERVICE AND FELLOWSHIP: 

Wednesday 1st August at 1.30 pm.  All welcome.  Leader: Rev. Ikani 

Vaitohi.  Minister’s Stewards: C & L Rankin. Tea Hostesses: S. Rossiter 

and J. Schneider.  Transport can be arranged by calling 0423 712 398 

WORSHIP ROSTER:  Planning for the coming months is now 

complete and copies of the roster are available in the pigeon-holes 

today.  Please collect yours and note when you will be required for duty. 

THE STAR  Articles for The Star should be placed in the "C"pigeon 

hole by Sunday,  29 July. 
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God Makes Good out of Trouble                                                                 

1 Samuel 1:1–2:21; James 1:1–8; Psalm 119:1–16                                             

God often shows His goodness to us through trials, making good out of 

human error. We see this principle in the lives of Elkanah and Hannah. 

Elkanah was prone to make mistakes. His first mistake was to marry two 

wives (1 Sam 1:1–4); his second blunder was to ignore his wives’ disputes (1 

Sam 1:6). On top of that, he repeatedly imposed his own form of justice by 

giving Hannah double what he offered Peninnah, his other wife (1 Sam 1:5). In 

this story, however, the goodness of God redeems the mistakes made by 

fallible people.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Despite Elkanah’s generosity to her, Hannah was deeply disturbed: Nothing 

Elkanah offered could compensate for her barrenness (1 Sam 1:8–10). In this 

period, women who had not borne children were often considered accursed 

and second rate, as demonstrated by Peninnah’s persecution of Hannah. In 

her distress, Hannah prayed to God at the temple, seeking redemption. Eli the 

priest recognized the sincerity of her plea and blessed her (1 Sam 1:15–18).                            

God also recognized Hannah’s sincerity, and He answered her call by giving 

her a son, Samuel, who would grow up to be a great prophet (1 Sam 1:19–28). 

Hannah’s son offered her hope; in response, she delivered a beautiful piece of 

poetry to honour Yahweh’s goodness (1 Sam 2:1–11). This poem was so 

significant that Mary would later echo it in her own song of praise (see Luke 

1:46–56). Through Hannah’s story, we see that God’s work among His people 

is so interconnected that He often chooses to answer not only our prayers, 

but also the prayers of others in the process.                                                           

In scenes like this—where God not only makes good out of a bad situation, 

but also sets up a providential event in the history of His people—we see 

much of the framework for the Christian life. New Testament writers 

including James drew on stories such as Hannah’s when discussing the trials 

of God’s people. In the first century ad, James remarks in a letter: “Consider it 

all joy, my brothers [and sisters], whenever you encounter various trials, 

because you know that the testing of your faith produces endurance. And let 

endurance have its perfect effect, so that you may be mature and complete, 

lacking in nothing” (Jas 1:2–4). 
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 Hannah’s story shows us that when we pray to God, He shows up. And in the 

midst of our dire circumstances, He answers the call of not one, but many 

people. Here, in the pain, we learn what it means to know our Lord and 

saviour.  

What trials are you currently experiencing? What do you think God is doing 

through them? 

 John D. Barry Barry, J. D., & Kruyswijk, R. (2012). Connect the Testaments: A One-Year Daily 

Devotional with Bible Reading Plan. Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 

 

   VOLUNTEER VACANCIES JULY/AUGUST 2018 

Uniting Barwon (formerly UnitingCare Geelong) is an emergency relief agency 

providing assistance to people in the community who need practical support 

during times of financial and personal struggle. We need more volunteers to 

join the teams based at Grovedale and Norlane, to help us continue to 

provide emergency welfare services to the disadvantaged members of our 

Geelong community.   If you, or someone you know, would enjoy being part 

of a can-do team, doing a variety of roles, for a few hours a week, including: 

• pickups and deliveries (van crew member or driver)  

• grounds and maintenance (mowing, weeding, cleaning etc.) 

• clothing and food distribution (assisting our clients)  

• receptionists (organising client appointments, phone and face to 
face)  

• interviewers (assisting our clients) 

• sorting of donations (working alongside jobseekers)  

• craft and art projects 

• assisting with our monthly book sale – we want to hear from you!  
We also have numbers of other volunteer opportunities, including retail roles 
at our Op Shops, admin, finance and business related roles. Please contact 
Elizabeth Hopkin on 4210 1113 or email Elizabeth.Hopkin@vt.uniting.org 

If you have family or friends who might be interested, please spread 

the word. Thank you  

 

mailto:Elizabeth.Hopkin@vt.uniting.org
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BOOK SALE 

Uniting Barwon’s end of month book sale is on this Friday 27th July at 

the Grovedale site (272 Torquay Road, cnr Reserve and Torquay 

Roads). 
Time:    10:00am – 2:00pm 
Call in and browse through the great selection of books on offer – lots 

of new books in stock and nothing over a $1!!   Hope to catch up with 

you there. 
Kind regards,    Jan Douglas,  Admin Volunteer 

 

 

 

 

 

We Need Your Help. 

 

The John Flynn Memorial Church in Alice Springs, opened in 1956, has 

served us well for over 60 years, but sadly is now desperately in need of 

restoration.  Your help is needed to bring this historic building back to 

life for the community. 

 

We are planning to take a team of 40 volunteers to Alice Springs this 

September as a skilled work group, just as we did 60 years ago with the 

first ecumenical work camp.   

 

You can be part of the solution today and help us honour Rev. John 

Flynn.  It’s e asy to get involved – either volunteer or make a special 

donation towards the restoration.  Information will be posted on the 

Notice Board.  For more information  please feel free to phone Michelle 

McLeod on 1300 787 247 or email outback.links@frontierservices.org  

 

mailto:outback.links@frontierservices.org
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PRAYER POINTS 

Dear God, we give thanks for the diversity of people, languages and 

cultures found in our community.  We pray for respect, understanding 

and tolerance as we learn to appreciate our differences. 

 

Dear Lord, at times this world can be a puzzling place, filled with 

uncertainty and doubt.  We pray that we may develop a strong Christian 

faith, trusting in your love and power; help us to live courageously and 

faithfully, today and every day. 

 

Loving God, when we are worried or weary, give us the strength for 

today and hope for tomorrow.  Keep us mindful of your healing power, 

your infinite love and your eternal salvation. 

 

 

 

SERVING THE BELMONT CONGREGATION 

 

Sunday, 29th July, 2018     

Worship Leader:  Music Team 

 

Duty 8.30 a.m. 10 .00 a.m.   

Stewards E, Wood (M) B. Jennings 

Readers K. Haas 

N. Phillips 

A. Merritt 

B. Couper 

Porch 

Stewards 

C. Nolte (P) 

N. Wood 

S. Jennings (P), R. Pearson 

G & J Schneider 

Host/ess  D. Ives, C. Schaller 

P.A. M. Richards J. Hill 

Flowers Silk flowers  

Morning 

Tea 

L & R Angus J & R Jeffers, B. Pink 

B. Johns, F. Costin 

Transport (1) W. Harper 

(3) L & H McCann 

(2) G. Lovel 
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 doctors, nurses and aid workers who are desperately trying to help the 

people in need. 

 

 

BELMONT UNITING CHURCH MINISTRY TEAM 
 

Rev. Ikani Vaitohi     ……………………….    0432 680 028 

    Evenings only       ……………………….     03 5298 3699 

Pastor Geoff Aitken  ..………........................    03 5241 2897 

     …….................. ………    0413 585 45 

Congregational Coordinator     0423 712 398                                                 
 

CHURCH OFFICE:    42 Thomson Street, Belmont Vic. 3216 
     Phone  03 5243 4226        Fax  03 5243 4637 

Email    buc8@bigpond.com 

 

                           SERVICES IN AGED CARE HOMES 

Kalkee – Nangatta: Thurs. 2p.m. 19th July Ms. Audrey Kateena  

Kalkee Murray Hostel: Thurs.3.30p.m. 19th July Ms. Audrey Kateena 

Opal South Valley: Wed. 10.45a.m.  

Alan David Lodge:   Wed. 2.45p.m.  

 

 

 

LECTIONARY 

NEXT SUNDAY  29th  JULY 

2 Samuel 11: 1-5      Psalm 14 

Ephesians 3: 14-21            John 6: 1-21 

 

 

 

 

                                                   CONTRIBUTIONS for the NEWS SHEET 

Please include author’s name & phone number, number of repeats 

required and place in the Church Letterbox at the top of church steps 

next to the meter box on the right before 4p.m. on Wednesday.       

mailto:buc8@bigpond.com

