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UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA 
 

BELMONT CONGREGATION 

42 Thomson Street, Belmont Vic. 3216 

https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au 

 

SUNDAY 20
th

 MAY 2018   PENTECOST SUNDAY 
 

WORSHIP LEADER: Rev. Ikani Vaitohi 

We welcome all who are worshipping with us today,  

especially newcomers and visitors. 
 

 

THANKSGIVING 

SUNDAY 
 

NEXT  Sunday. 

May 27
th

 2018 

 

      Next week we celebrate our 
annual thanksgiving service where 
we gather together the work of 
many hands and hearts and bring 
them to be blessed as we gift 
them to those who have a need. 

             
 

This year we will distribute 

through Uniting Barwon, various 

aged care facilities, Cottage by the 

Sea and Special Care Nurseries. 

 
 
 

 

 

In this service we also welcome 

staff and volunteers from 

“Uniting Barwon” as they 

participate in an annual service of 

commitment. 

 

This combined celebration 

highlights the strong and 

supportive relationship that has 

been fostered between our 

Belmont Congregation and 

Uniting through various aspects 

of volunteering; and  giving 

through appeals and donations. 

 

 “Uniting Barwon” formerly 

known as “Uniting Care Geelong” 

and “Concern’. Each year they 

rotate around our local UCA 

congregations to share this annual 

commitment service. 

 

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?url=http://www.thinkstockphotos.ca/image/stock-illustration-ball-of-yarn-and-needles/185984375&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=ZNi9VK_6Cue1mAX_woDgAQ&ved=0CBwQ9QEwAzh4&usg=AFQjCNEpClqd4ygomnCY0tpBrjS5mpAQ9Q
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The Ministry Team is based at the Belmont Church Office 

 

. . on most Tuesdays to Fridays from 9.30a.m. – 12.30p.m. 

Rev. Ikani Vaitohi will be in attendance on most of those days. 

Pastor Geoff Aitken, on some Wednesdays and most Fridays. 

They welcome any congregational members 

who would like to drop in for a cuppa or chat. 

Please Note: In case of emergency, the Ministry team remains 

available at any time. See back page for contact numbers. 

 

CONTRIBUTE TO OUR WEBSITE: Belmont Uniting Church 

(BUC) website is at https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au  (or Google us). 

Please remember to go there for information, to make a suggestion or 

make a contribution. 

 
FAITH SHARING GROUP: meets every Tuesday at 10.00 am. in 

the main hall.  Everyone is welcome to come along and have a cuppa 

from 9.45 a.m. 

 
WELCOME MAT: Operates every week on Fridays from 10 a.m. – 1.00 

pm.  Join us for a cuppa, chat, games and lunch at 12.  You are most 

welcome. Bring a friend and enjoy the fellowship and fun. Any queries, 

contact Carl Schaller, Muriel Bullock or Fay Harper. 

 

BELMONT UNITING  CHURCH  EVENING  FELLOWSHIP – 

will meet on Wednesday next 23
rd

 May at 7.30p.m. in the Church 

Hall when Hugh and Cherry Collins will present 

HYMNS:   PAST & PRESENT.            This is an OPEN meeting.  

 
HELP NEEDED:  Setting up for next Sunday’s Thanksgiving 

Service will take place on Saturday 26
th

 May from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. 

Any assistance would be appreciated.                   

https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au/
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TODAY  IS  PENTECOST  SUNDAY 

Red is the symbol of the flames in which the Holy Spirit came to earth. 

Pentecost commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the 

Apostles and other followers of Jesus Christ as described in the Acts of 

the Apostles (Acts 2:1–31).  

 

THANK YOU very much to everyone who gave to the two retiring 

collections we held in April.  

As a result of your love and generosity we will be forwarding a cheque 

to the Tonga Gita Appeal for $1235. A cheque for $1285 will be 

given to assist the recovery work  in the bush fire areas of the 

Western District. We pray for all those involved in the recovery 

work , both here and in Tonga. 

 May the love of God be with them.      Thank you  

 

CUMQUATS  NEEDED:  Would anyone who has excess cumquats 

please let Pam Duthie know.  About a bucketful would be good. 

 

THE HISTORY OF THE BELMONT METHODIST CHURCH  
 A detailed booklet on the History of the Belmont Methodist Church has  

been kindly donated .  It is now on our website 

https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au  for you to have a look at. You’ll find it 

on the  'About Us’ page.  

If you have things that could be shared in this way (photo’s, 

documents, etc) please contact Ian Henricus. 

  

https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au/
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Basis of Union is one of the foundational documents that seeks to constantly 

remind UCA of its theological, constitutional and missional aspirations. It is 

therefore important for all members to be familiar with and commit to the 

Basis as a pointer to ‘where faith can be found’ (D McCaughey), and therefore 

the Basis is a Christ centred, Scripture based that recalls both our Reformed 

and evangelical confessions. Each week, we will read a paragraph and be 

guided by comments by Rev. Dr D’Arcy Wood, one of the authors of the Basis.  

BASIS OF UNION: THE WAY INTO UNION 

3. BUILT UPON THE ONE LORD JESUS CHRIST 

The Uniting Church acknowledges that the faith and unity of the Holy Catholic 

and Apostolic Church are built upon the one Lord Jesus Christ. The Church 

preaches Christ the risen crucified One and confesses him as Lord to the glory 

of God the Father. In Jesus Christ "God was reconciling the world to himself" (2 

Corinthians 5:19 RSV). In love for the world, God gave the Son to take away 

the world's sin. 

Jesus of Nazareth announced the sovereign grace of God whereby the poor in 

spirit could receive God's love. Jesus himself, in his life and death, made the 

response of humility, obedience and trust which God had long sought in vain. 

In raising him to live and reign, God confirmed and completed the witness 

which Jesus bore to God on earth, reasserted claim over the whole of creation, 

pardoned sinners, and made in Jesus a representative beginning of a new 

order of righteousness and love. To God in Christ all people are called to 

respond in faith. To this end God has sent forth the Spirit that people may 

trust God as their Father, and acknowledge Jesus as Lord. The whole work of 

salvation is effected by the sovereign grace of God alone. 

The Church as the fellowship of the Holy Spirit confesses Jesus as Lord over its 

own life; it also confesses that Jesus is Head over all things, the beginning of a 

new creation, of a new humanity. God in Christ has given to all people in the 

Church the Holy Spirit as a pledge and foretaste of that coming reconciliation 

and renewal which is the end in view for the whole creation. The Church's call 

is to serve that end: to be a fellowship of reconciliation, a body within which 

the diverse gifts of its members are used for the building up of the whole, an 

instrument through which Christ may work and bear witness to himself. The 
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Church lives between the time of Christ's death and resurrection and the final 

consummation of all things which Christ will bring; the Church is a pilgrim 

people, always on the way towards a promised goal; here the Church does not 

have a continuing city but seeks one to come. On the way Christ feeds the 

Church with Word and Sacraments, and it has the gift of the Spirit in order that 

it may not lose the way. 

This vital paragraph lays a theological foundation for the following 15 

paragraphs. 

The church is not a human creation but is established and sustained by Christ 

himself. It is the Body of Christ and (different image) he is the corner-stone. A 

church which stems from the Reformation can be expected to be strongly 

Christological, but this paragraph also draws on the biblical theology 

movement of the mid-20th century and if there is one theologian who had 

more influence than any other it would be Karl Barth. 

There are also five references to the Holy Spirit here. The Church lives from the 

gift of the Spirit and is the fellowship (koinonia) of the Spirit. 

It could be argued that theological language has moved on from the 

1960s/70s, but the themes of reconciliation and new creation are as relevant 

today as at any time (e.g. wars, racism, the ecological crisis). 

In the 1971 edition of the Basis a sentence was added to underline that we live 

by grace (“The whole of our salvation. . . .”), that is, the Church does not live 

by its own cleverness or purity or success, but by grace. We are not saved, 

either, by having a particular sort of “Christian experience”, but by receiving a 

gift. 

The Church, while a divine institution, is also part of human history. It is a 

“pilgrim people”, which means 

(a) we are “on the way”; 

(b) we make mistakes; 

(c) we are looking to a “final goal”; and (d) we have provisions for the journey. 

Rev. Dr D’Arcy Wood comments from series of lectures given to the 

Presbytery of Port Phillip West. 
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Launch of the Biography of the Reverend Andrew Love 
AT St. Andrew's Uniting Church, 

corner Sydney Avenue & Sydney Parade, Geelong 

  Sunday, June 3rd, 10.00am 

 

Worship and presentation on Reverend Andrew Love -  10.00am 

Book launch  -  11.15am 

Morning Tea  -  11.30am.  

 

RSVP:   28.05.18  for catering purposes:     

                               standrewsgeelong@bigpond.com 

The Congregation of St. Albans-St. Andrews Uniting Church most 

warmly invites you to the launch of 'Love By Name, Love By Nature', 
the long awaited biography of the Reverend Andrew Love, first minister 

of St. Andrew's UCA (formerly Presbyterian) Church, and one of the 

founders of the University Hospital, Geelong. 

We hope you can come along to all of this celebration, 
OR as much as you are able.  Welcome! 

 

************************************************** 
 

Following the book launch there will be an optional 
complimentary short tour of five significant 

graves/monuments in the Eastern Cemetery namely: 
 

WILLIAM  SIMPSON, Old C of E section  

The others, all located in the Old Presbyterian section, are 

JOHN  GEDDIE, Father of Presbyterian Missions in the South Seas 

FRANCIS  ORMOND MLC, pastoralist and philanthropist, 

founder of The Working Men’s college 

ANDREW  LOVE, pioneer Presbyterian minister,  

ALEXANDER THOMSON, medical doctor, first Mayor of Geelong,  

active in church affairs and aboriginal well-being. 

There are only 10-15 minutes of walking involved as locations are close 

together 

 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION, contact:  Alwyne Merritt (walk leader) 

mailto:standrewsgeelong@bigpond.com
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PRAYER POINTS 

 

 Dear God, we celebrate Pentecost and thank you for your loving 

Spirit. As individuals and members of our church community 

may our hearts be set on fire as we share our faith with the 

members of our family and other people.  

 Dear Lord, we pray that we may have thankful hearts and be 

more conscious of your daily love for us. May we respond by 

using the gifts and resources you have blessed us with to help 

people in need. 

 Loving God, encourage us on our daily journey with You to 

display the fruits of the Spirit as we interact with others: love, 

joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, humility 

and self-control 
 

SERVING THE BELMONT CONGREGATION 

Next Sunday 27
th

 May 2018   

Worship Leader: Rev. Ikani Vaitohi  
 

Duty       8.30 a.m. H.C. 10.00a.m. 

Stewards H. McCann (M),  

  

R. Pearson  (M) 

P. Woods (I)  

 

Readers E. Richards,  K. Haas L. Main,  L. Yates 

Porch 

Stewards 

M. Richards (P) 

E. Richards 

B. Dickie (P)   T. Yates 

J. Cocking, T. Jepson 

 

Host/ess   

P.A. C. Fyffe B. Jennings 

Flowers Cherry Collins 

Morning 

Tea 

L. & R. Angus F. & W. Harper 

M. & S. Vaitohi 

D. & J. Stephens 

Transport (1) M. Richards       (2) B. Johns 

      (3)  B. & P. Jones 
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                           SERVICES IN AGED CARE HOMES 

Kalkee – Nangatta: Thurs. 2p.m. 24
th

 May Chaplain Geoff Aitken 

Kalkee Murray Hostel: Thurs.3.30p.m. 24th May  

                                                                       Chaplain Geoff. Aitken 

Opal South Valley: Wed. 10.45 a.m. 23
rd

 May Pastor Geoff. Aitken 

Alan David Lodge:  Wed. 2.45 p.m. 23
rd

 May Pastor Geoff. Aitken  

 

 

 

LECTIONARY 

Sunday 27
th

 May, 2018 

Isaiah 6: 1-8     Psalm 29     Romans 8: 12 – 17      John 3: 1-17 

 

 

 

 

BELMONT UNITING CHURCH MINISTRY TEAM 
 

Rev. Ikani Vaitohi     ……………………….   0432 680 028 

    Evenings only       ……………………….    03 5298 3699 

Pastor Geoff Aitken  ..………........................   03 5241 2897 

     …….................. ………   0413 585 455 

Congregational Coordinator                               0423 712 398 
 

CHURCH OFFICE:    42 Thomson Street, Belmont Vic. 3216 

     Phone  03 5243 4226        Fax  03 5243 4637 

Email: buc8@bigpond.com 

Web Page: https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au 
 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS for the NEWS SHEET 

Please include author’s name & phone number, number of repeats 

required and email to Pat Rankin or    place in the Church Letterbox at 

the top of church steps next to the meter box on the right, before 4p.m. 

on Wednesdays. 

mailto:buc8@bigpond.com

