
  
UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA 

 

BELMONT CONGREGATION 

42 Thomson Street, Belmont Vic. 3216 

https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au 

SUNDAY 29
th

 APRIL 2018 

 

WORSHIP LEADER: Rev. Ikani Vaitohi 

We welcome all who are worshipping with us today,  

especially newcomers and visitors. 

 

THANKSGIVING 

SUNDAY 
 

We are celebrating 
Thanksgiving Sunday. 

 

May 29
th

 2018 

 

We have gathered together 
the work of our hands and hearts 

and bring them 
to be blessed 

and then handed to those 
who have need of our care.  

 

If you wish to contribute 
in any way 

you are very welcome. 
 

We will be distributing goods to 
Uniting, nursing homes, Cottage 
by the Sea and Geelong Prems.  

 

You can speak to members of the 
Mission and Outreach Committee 
if you need further information. 

 

UNITING 

Uniting Barwon:    
Education Assistance 

Program 
 

Join us to hear about this program 
which helps hundreds of students 

in the Geelong area each year. 
 

Belmont Uniting Church, 
Thomson St, Belmont 

 

TONIGHT, April 29
th

 at 5pm. 
 

How is this program funded, who 
receives help, what help is given.  

 

Listen to examples of the positive 
affects this help has produced. 

How can we help? 
 

Speakers will include volunteers 
who run the program plus a 

school wellbeing staff member. 
 

A light meal will be provided and 
a contribution of $5 is suggested. 

All money collected will be 
donated to the Education 

Assistance Program. 
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The Ministry Team is based at the Belmont Church Office  

 

. . on most Tuesdays to Fridays from 9.30a.m. – 12.30p.m. 

Rev. Ikani Vaitohi will be in attendance on most of those days. 

Pastor Geoff Aitken, on some Wednesdays and most Fridays. 

They welcome any congregational members 

who would like to drop in for a cuppa or chat. 

Please Note: In case of emergency, the Ministry team remains 

available at any time. See back page for contact numbers. 

CONTRIBUTE TO OUR WEBSITE: Belmont Uniting Church 
(BUC) website is at https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au  (or Google us). 
Please remember to go there for information, to make a suggestion or 
make a contribution. 
 

FAITH SHARING GROUP: meets every Tuesday at 10.00 am. in 
the main hall.  Everyone is welcome to come along and have a cuppa 
from 9.45 a.m. 
 

WELCOME MAT: Operates every week on Fridays from 10 a.m. – 1.00 
pm.  Join us for a cuppa, chat, games and lunch at 12.  You are most 
welcome. Bring a friend and enjoy the fellowship and fun. Any queries, 
contact Carl Schaller, Muriel Bullock or Fay Harper. 
 

WORSHIP ROSTER – At a recent meeting, the Worship Committee 
decided that an extra person was needed on the first Sunday of each 
month to assist with the distribution of the Holy Communion elements.  

 

To cover this, the following people have been rostered for the Sundays 
shown:- May 6

th Lynne Rankin; June 3
rd Graeme Allen;  

              July 1
st Brian Couper. 

Would the rostered leaders on each of these days please note the tenth 

person you now have on roster. 
 

Western District Bushfire Appeal  
The recent bushfires in our Western District have also caused 
devastation and loss. The suddenness caught so many unaware with no 
time to rescue pets, livestock or personal items. It is impossible to 
imagine what it would be like to lose everything you own.  
There will be a Retiring Offering today, April 29, so we can help.   

https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au/
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EVENING FELLOWSHIP 

 

  “MOTHERS & OTHERS EVENING” 
with 

 HIGH TEA 
 

 Wednesday 2
nd

 May commencing at 6p.m. 
 

 

AFTERNOON COMMUNION SERVICE & 

FELLOWSHIP Wednesday 2
nd

 May 2018 at 1.30p.m. 
A welcome awaits all comers.  
Transport can be arranged.  

HC 

1.30pm 
Leader: 

Rev. Ikani Vaitohi 
Stewards:  

B & S Jennings 
Host/ess:  
B Coomber, TBA 

 
CRAFT FELLOWSHIP will meet on Tuesday May 1st  at 10a.m. 

Bring your own craft if you wish or just enjoy the cuppa and 

camaraderie. A welcome awaits you.   

Song and Story Sunday:  

Over the coming weeks, we will hear stories that 

shaped the early church community as recorded in the 

Acts of the Apostles. We, too, love to tell stories about 

ourselves. Stories define us. Those with creative flare 

share their stories through songs. Our hymns are 

great examples. On the 29th, the fifth Sunday of this month, at our 

10.00am service, we will worship God in music and stories. We 

will sing songs that reflect the Christian seasons of Easter and 

Pentecost and reflect on some of our common stories of faith, 

mission and service. You are most welcome to attend and please 

invite your friends and family to join us for this time of worship. If 

you have any questions, please speak with Brian, Lorraine, Cliff 

or Ikani.  
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FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE The Fellowship Committee is seeking 
new members. Any member of the Congregation who is interested in 
joining this Committee would be warmly welcomed.  
 

The Committee meets at 4pm. on the first Tuesday of every second 

month. We organize fellowship events which are generally linked with 
fund-raising events for an organisation connected with the Uniting 
Church.      
If you are interested please see or contact Sue Jennings (Convenor) 

 

PRODUCE STALL  

Fresh to the stall are: Crab Apple Jelly, Quince Jam & Quince Jelly. 

Does anyone have spare lemons? Cumquats would be appreciated too. 

Thank you to Robert & Lorraine Angus for the Crab Apples. 

 

THE STAR  

The next Star will be available on Sunday, May 6th.  

Any items for The Star should be sent to the Editor (Glen Coomber) by 

Monday, April 30th.  

 

Articles and pictures can be sent to Glen or placed in the “C” pigeon 
hole in the Narthex. 

 

Easter 5   Hard pruning; fruitfulness 

John 15:1-8 Jesus is the true vine and his Father is the vine-grower. 

Fruitless branches are removed; fruitful branches are pruned so that 

they may become even more fruitful. The disciples are expected to 

bear good fruit. In the Gospel, Christ the vine tended by God the vine-

grower enables the disciples to be fruitful. In the first letter of John, 

fruitfulness is seen in the way that brothers and sisters in Christ love 

one another. The Ethiopian in Acts shows the instant response that 

promises fruitfulness. 
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Tearing Down to Build Up 

Deuteronomy 28:1–68; 2 Corinthians 7:2–7; Psalm 41 
 

It’s difficult to take rebuke, especially when it’s unsolicited. We feel 
exposed and embarrassed when our sin is brought to light. And if we 

don’t have the humility to accept rebuke, the experience can leave us 

at odds with the brave soul who assumes the task. 
 

For Paul, who rebuked the Corinthians, news of their love was a relief 

and comfort to him: “But God, who comforts the humble, comforted us 
by the coming of Titus, and not only by his coming, but also by the 

comfort with which he was comforted among you, because he reported 

to us your longing, your mourning, your zeal for me, so that I rejoiced 

even more” (2 Cor 7:6–7). 
 

We form community when others challenge us and encourage us to live 

for God. While community can fulfil our social needs, it’s this common 
purpose that draws us together. When we take rebuke graciously and 

seek forgiveness from God, it forges the bond of community. When we 

rebel, or when we’re sensitive and prideful, it creates a rift. Because 
the Corinthians felt sorrow for their sin and expressed concern for Paul, 

it solidified their relationship. And it comforted him and brought him 

incredible joy during conflict and trial. 
 

Surprisingly, the rebuked person often has to be intentional about extending 

love and comfort to the one who brings the rebuke. Paul tells the Corinthians 

to “make room for us in your hearts” (2 Cor 7:2). We should do the same for 
those in our community. Not all people possess Paul’s zeal and boldness, so 
we should prepare ourselves to graciously accept correction when it comes—
solicited or not. Reaching out to those around us and letting them know we 

appreciate their rebuke will help build up a community that is authentically 

following Jesus. 
 

Do others approach you about your sin? If you haven’t been rebuked 
recently, how can you make yourself more approachable?   - Rebecca 

Van Noord 
 

Barry, J. D., & Kruyswijk, R. (2012). Connect the Testaments: A One-Year Daily 

Devotional with Bible Reading Plan. Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/fsbdevotional?ref=DayOfYear.Apr+12&off=9658
https://ref.ly/logosres/fsbdevotional?ref=DayOfYear.Apr+12&off=9658
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SERVING THE BELMONT CONGREGATION 
 

Next Sunday 6
th

 May 2018   

Worship Leader: Rev. Ikani Vaitohi  
 

Duty       10.00a.m. HC 

Stewards R Buckwell (M & HC), S Jennings (L), J Murray, 
R Bunting, H & C Collins, W & F Harper 

Readers L Jackson, G Allen 

Porch Stewards B Jennings (P & HC), G & J Schneider, J Stewart 

Host/ess K & M Moore 

P.A. J.Hill 

Flowers S.Jennings 

Morning Tea E & B Wood, B B Dickie, A Merrett, M Bullock 

Transport 1 M Richards      2.B.Johns          3.B & P Jones 
 

 
 

PRAYER POINTS 

 

Loving God, we are often overwhelmed by the suffering and injustice 
that exist in this world. As we agonise over how we might change things 
for the better, alert us to opportunities for making a difference at a local 
level.  Create in us caring hearts, so that we may uphold, in prayer and 
by financial support, the farmers of the Western District, many of whom 
have lost much as a result of the bushfires. 
 

Lord, we thank you for allowing us opportunities to learn about other 
people in our community and in our world. Bless our Social Justice 
Committee as they prepare for this evening’s tea meeting, when we will 
discover more about how Uniting Barwon’s Education Assistance 
Program is helping so many Geelong students in need. 
 

Father, we sometimes pour out our prayers to you because we have so 
much in our hearts that is troubling us. Help us remember that stillness 
can also be a prayer and, in the words of the psalmist, we should ‘rest in 
you, and wait patiently for you’.  
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[Type a quote from the document or the summary of an interesting point. You 

can position the text box anywhere in the document. Use the Drawing Tools 

tab to change the formatting of the pull quote text box.] 

 

 

BELMONT UNITING CHURCH MINISTRY TEAM 
 

Rev. Ikani Vaitohi     ……………………….   0432 680 028 
    Evenings only       ……………………….    03 5298 3699 
Pastor Geoff Aitken  ..………........................   03 5241 2897 

     …….................. ………   0413 585 455 
Congregational Coordinator ………………...  0423 712 398 
 

CHURCH OFFICE:    42 Thomson Street, Belmont Vic. 3216 

     Phone  03 5243 4226        Fax  03 5243 4637 
Email: buc8@bigpond.com 

Web Page: https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au 
 

 

                           SERVICES IN AGED CARE HOMES 

Kalkee – Nangatta: Thurs. 2p.m. 3rd May Ms Jean Murray 
Kalkee Murray Hostel: Thurs.3.30p.m. 3rd May Jean Murray 
Opal South Valley: Wed. 10.45a.m. 23rd May Pastor Geoff Aitken  
Alan David Lodge:   Wed. 2.45p.m. 2nd May Pastor Geoff Aitken   

 

 

 

LECTIONARY 

Sunday 6
th

 May, 2018 

Acts 10:44-48;  Psalm 98; 1 John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17 

 

 

 
 

                                                               CONTRIBUTIONS for the NEWS SHEET 

Please include author’s name & phone number, number of repeats 
required and email to Pat Rankin or place in the Church Letterbox at the 

top of church steps next to the meter box on the right, or phone before 

4p.m. on Wednesdays. 

mailto:buc8@bigpond.com

