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UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA 
 

BELMONT CONGREGATION 

42 Thomson Street, Belmont Vic. 3216 

https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au 

 

SUNDAY 15
th

 APRIL 2018 

 

WORSHIP LEADER: Rev. Ikani Vaitohi 

We welcome all who are worshipping with us today,  

especially newcomers and visitors. 
 

 

UNITING 

Uniting Barwon:    
Education Assistance 

Program 
 

Join us to hear about this program 
which helps hundreds 
of students each year. 

 

Belmont Uniting Church, 
Thomson St, Belmont 

 

April 29
th

 at 5pm. 
 

How is this program funded, who 
receives help, what help is given.  

 

Listen to examples of the positive 
affects this help has produced. 
How can we help? 
 

Speakers will include volunteers 
who run the program plus a school 
wellbeing staff member. 
 

A contribution of $5 for a light 
meal is suggested. All money 
collected will be donated to the 
Education Program. 

 

 

CRAZY WHIST 

EVENING 

 

At 

 

Belmont Uniting Church 

Hall 

 

on Friday 20
th

  April,  

at 7.30pm 

 

Donation $5 per person 
 

PROCEEDS TO UNITING  
 

Please bring a small plate of 
food for supper 

 

Come along & enjoy this 
night of fun & fellowship. 

 

PRIZES GALORE 
 

Put this date in your diary 
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The Ministry Team is based at the Belmont Church Office  

 

. . on most Tuesdays to Fridays from 9.30a.m. – 12.30p.m. 

Rev. Ikani Vaitohi will be in attendance on most of those days. 

Pastor Geoff Aitken, on some Wednesdays and most Fridays. 

They welcome any congregational members 

who would like to drop in for a cuppa or chat. 

Please Note: In case of emergency, the Ministry team remains 

available at any time. See back page for contact numbers. 

CONTRIBUTE TO OUR WEBSITE: Belmont Uniting Church 
(BUC) website is at https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au  (or Google us). 
Please remember to go there for information, to make a suggestion or 
make a contribution. 
 

FAITH SHARING GROUP: meets every Tuesday at 10.00 am. in 
the main hall.  Everyone is welcome to come along and have a cuppa 
from 9.45 a.m. 
 

WELCOME MAT: Operates every week on Fridays from 10 a.m. – 
1.00 pm.  Join us for a cuppa, chat, games and lunch at 12.  You are 
most welcome. Bring a friend and enjoy the fellowship and fun. Any 
queries, contact Carl Schaller, Muriel Bullock or Fay Harper. 
 

ACCOMMODATION PROJECT COMMITTEE MEETING 

TODAY, Sunday 15
th

 April after the 10am service. 
 

CRAFT FELLOWSHIP will meet on Tuesday 17
th

 April at 10a.m. 
Bring your own craft if you wish or just enjoy the cuppa and camara-

derie. A welcome awaits you.   
 

 

https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au/
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RECENT DISASTROUS EVENTS 
 

Due to the recent disastrous events in Tonga and the Western District in 

Victoria we will be holding 2 retirement collections to enable you to 

give, if you wish, to these appeals.  
 

On Sunday April 22
nd  we will collect for the people of Tonga. If you 

wish to donate you may place an envelope with your donation in the 

collection plate. If you wish a receipt, please make sure that the 

envelope is clearly marked with your name inside. 
 

In the same way money will be collected on Sunday 29
th for the Bush 

fire Relief. Once again money can be placed in the collection plate in a 

marked envelope.   

We will also make available a collection plate in the foyer of the church 
on those 2 Sundays and you may place your donation in there if you 
wish...  
 
These are both worthy causes, and we are aware that some of you will 

already have given as you can. Thank you for your generosity to those 

who are often in need of the Church's loving support.. 

 

 

TOWELS   

Thank you to all of the very generous members of the congregation 

who donated towels to be used in a safe house 

for women and children.  
 

The response was amazing with over 100 towels being given 

to the safe house. A few towels came in after the delivery was made so 

these were given to Uniting where they were gratefully received for 

their needy clients. Thank you. 
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Costly Grace Deuteronomy 23:1–25:19; 2 Corinthians 6:1–13; Psalm 39  
 

When we say something hurtful to a friend or a family member, we know we 

a ’t just ig ore the har  e ha e aused e should k o , a y ay . I  
order to repair the relationship and earn back trust, we have to acknowledge 

the rift e’ e reated. But he  it o es to our relatio ship ith God, e 
do ’t al ays look at it the same way. Sometimes, consciously or 

unconsciously, we belittle the incredible love that He has shown us.  
 

Whe  e do ’t a k o ledge our si  as a  a t of re ellio , e feel far fro  
God. We’ e reated this great di ide e ause e’ e tar ished our relationship 

with Him. In Psalm 39, the psalmist is in great agony over his sin—to the point 

here he a k o ledges that people are othi g a d his life is a ity: Surely 
a a  alks a out as a ere shado  Psa 9: . 

Without God, life is meaningless. The psalmist acknowledges that his 

tra sgressio  has do e great har . He tur s to God a d says: A d o , O 
Lord, for hat do I ait?  Psa 9: . At the heart of that ry is a eed for 
redemption from a God that answers. He provided a way of salvation—one 

that was incredibly costly through Christ. In 2 Corinthians, Paul stresses the 

i porta e of ot taki g this great gift for gra ted: No  e ause e are 
fello  orkers, e also urge you ot to re ei e the gra e of God i  ai .… 
Behold, now is the acceptable ti e; ehold, o  is the day of sal atio !   
Cor 6:1–2). 

Paul’s all is urge t e ause Jesus’ o i g to earth as ’t a s all gesture. It 
as i redi le. If e are ’t a azed at it, if e s or  it e e  y a ide t , e 

may miss out. We have a greater hope than the psalmist was ever able to 

realize; his broken cry would not be fully answered for centuries. So today, 

he  you hear God’s all, do ’t respo d ith sile e. Respo d ith a tha kful 
heart. 

Are you ignoring sin in your life? How can you live with a thankful heart, since 

Christ has bought you with such a great sacrifice?   - Rebecca Van Noord 

Barry, J. D., & Kruyswijk, R. (2012). Connect the Testaments: A One-Year Daily 

Devotional with Bible Reading Plan. Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/fsbdevotional?ref=DayOfYear.Apr+12&off=9658
https://ref.ly/logosres/fsbdevotional?ref=DayOfYear.Apr+12&off=9658
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Easter 3 (15-21 April) Offering protection and selfless service 

Luke 24:36b-48: While two disciples are on their way to Emmaus, Jesus 

appears to them. He shows them his wounds to prove his identity and 

presence. He says that Scripture had foreseen that he would suffer and 

be raised to life.  

There seems to be a connecting thread in all lectionary reading for the 

week in that the resurrection here brings together first a small group in 

Jerusalem that had known Jesus previously (Luke 24); then a larger 

group of Jewish believers who had heard Peter in the Temple (Acts 3); 

and finally, a largely gentile community of believers who had gathered 

around John (1 John).  

 

CAN’T SEE THE WORDS ON THE SCREEN?  
 

There is help.   Here is what you can do. 

A small number of large print ‘Together in Song’ Hymn Books are 
available stacked above the pigeonholes, or ask a steward on duty. 

SERVICE CDs: Each Sunday the 10.00 a.m. service is recorded and 
CDs are available for borrowing – so, if you missed a service or would 
like to hear one over again, please see Neville Funston, or just help 
yourself to a CD from the bench in the foyer of the church. 

DO YOU HAVE UNWANTED FURNITURE? 
 

If so, we need your generous help. Encompass Home Start, a recycled 
furniture centre which assists disadvantaged people in the Geelong 

community, is now open at  181 Bellarine Highway, Newcomb. Ph. 

5248-0798    

 

They need your unwanted furniture, in good condition, to give to 
disadvantaged people in the community through a voucher system or 
sell to people suffering financial hardships at very reasonable prices. 
Items to be donated include dining settings, lounge suites, cupboards, tv 
units, electrical goods in working order etc.  Call us to arrange free pick 
up on 5221 0667  
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The Church Council met on Tuesday, April 10, and reports that: 

 Very positive comments have been received about the Lent, 

Holy Week and Easter activities, particularly the Maundy 

Thursday and Good Friday services, the labyrinth, daily prayers, 

and the Lenten Bible Study.  

 Terms of Reference for the Strategy Committee were approved. 

The members of the Committee are Rev Ikani Viatohi, Jeannine 

Oman, Ian Henricus, Ray Ferguson, Julie Ferguson and Glen 

Coomber.  Hugh Collins was appointed as Chairperson.  The task 

of the Strategy Committee is to develop a 5-10 year plan for the 

congregation. 

 Frontier Services Sunday and Sausage Sizzle will be celebrated 

on July 15.  Special Guest will be Patrol Padre Rev Benjamin 

Quilliam, from the Centralian Patrol (Alice Springs). 

 A letter was received from the General Secretary of the UCA 

VicTas Synod about the new Reportable Conduct Scheme.  The 

Scheme requires all religious bodies to report to the 

Commissioner for Children and Young People on allegations of 

reportable conduct or misconduct in relation to offences 

committed against children, and applies to all members and 

employees of the Uniting Church.  Any allegations must be 

reported to the General Secretary. 

 Thanks were received from persons attending recent funeral 

services about the outstanding work done by the funeral 

Catering Teams  

 Retiring offerings in support of the Cyclone Gita appeal and the 

Western District bushfire appeal were approved 

 Pres ytery’s draft o plai ts a age e t pro ess as 
reviewed and feedback provided 
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SERVING THE BELMONT CONGREGATION 
 

Next Sunday 22
nd

 April 2018   

Worship Leader: Rev. Ikani Vaitohi  
 

Duty       8.30 a.m. HC 10.00a.m. 

Stewards E Wood (M) P Woods (M), D Stephens(I) 

Readers K Haas, R Leitch J & D Stephens 

Porch Stewards R Angus (P), B Wood J Jeffers (P), R Jeffers 
N Woods. J Stephens 

Host/ess  R Buckwell, L Moss 

P.A. L McCann B Jennings 

Flowers Heather McCann 

Morning Tea L & R Angus L Moss, G Chapman, 
E Wise, L Jackson,  
L & F Barnard 

Transport 1.R.Buckwell    2.B.Wood     3.L.Main 
 
 
 

 
 

PRAYER POINTS 

 

Lord, you have called us to follow in the way of the risen Jesus. Open 
our hearts to your power moving within us. May your glory be revealed 
in our love of both friend and enemy, so that justice, compassion and 
healing may transform our homes and communities.  
 

We ask your blessing on our Church Council and the committee 
appointed to develop a Strategic Plan for the congregation, to direct our 
mission activity and resources in the coming years. We ask that you will 
instil a practical yet visionary approach in the hearts and minds of the 
committee members. 
 

Lord, we react in horror at the evil cruelty of chemical weapons used on 
innocent people, our brothers and sisters and your children. We pray 
earnestly for a cessation of this practice in Syria.  
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[Type a quote from the document or the summary of an interesting point. You 

can position the text box anywhere in the document. Use the Drawing Tools 

tab to change the formatting of the pull quote text box.] 

 

 

BELMONT UNITING CHURCH MINISTRY TEAM 
 

Rev. Ikani Vaitohi     ……………………….   0432 680 028 
    Evenings only       ……………………….    03 5298 3699 
Pastor Geoff Aitken  ..………........................   03 5241 2897 

     …….................. ………   0413 585 455 
Congregational Coordinator  ……………….   0423 712 398 
 

CHURCH OFFICE:    42 Thomson Street, Belmont Vic. 3216 

     Phone  03 5243 4226        Fax  03 5243 4637 
Email: buc8@bigpond.com 

Web Page: https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au 
 

 

                           SERVICES IN AGED CARE HOMES 

Kalkee – Nangatta: Thurs. 2p.m. 19th April  Rev Ikani Vaitohi 
Kalkee Murray Hostel: Thurs.3.30p.m. 19th April Rev Ikani Vaitohi 
Opal South Valley: Wed. 10.45a.m. 18th April Pastor Geoff Aitken  
Alan David Lodge:   Wed. 2.45p.m. 18th April Pastor Geoff Aitken   

 

 

 

LECTIONARY 

Sunday 22
nd

 APRIL, 2018 

Acts 4:5-12; Psalm 23; 1 John 3:16-24; John 10:11-18 

 

 

 

                                                               CONTRIBUTIONS for the NEWS SHEET 

Please include author’s name & phone number, number of repeats 
required and email to Pamela Duthie or place in the Church Letterbox at 

the top of church steps next to the meter box on the right, or phone  

before 4p.m. on Wednesdays. 

mailto:buc8@bigpond.com

