
  

 

UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA 
 

BELMONT CONGREGATION 

42 Thomson Street, Belmont Vic. 3216 

https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au 
 

SUNDAY 4th FEBRUARY, 2018  

 

WORSHIP LEADER:  REV. IKANI VAITOHI 

We welcome all who are worshipping with us today,  

especially newcomers and visitors. 
 

LETTERS OF GRATEFUL 

THANKS 

 have been received from two of 

the recipients of the funds from 

our 2017 Fete: 

 
Des Younghusband, Chief 

Executive Office of Unitingcare 

Geelong (at Grovedale) 

expresssed grateful thanks for our 

generous gift of $3,242.40  

to support their Education 

Program, assisting school-aged 

children for the start of the 2018 

school year. 

 
In the letter to St Philip's College, 

Alice Springs, accompanying the  

cheque for $1,631.20, it was 

explained that the donation was 

the result of a huge effort by our 

congregation members at the 2017 

Fete.  In reply, the Principal, 

Roger Herbert, passes on his very  

sincere thanks to everyone 

involved.  This donation will be 

used to assist students in need, 

or a special mission and 

outreach project at the school. 

 

As with much Christian 

ministry, we may not see the 

actual physical results of our 

labours, but we trust that those 

who are touched by our efforts 

will feel encouraged, supported 

and loved. 

 

Jean Murray, on behalf of the 

Mission and Outreach  

Committee 
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The Ministry Team is based at the Belmont Church Office 

on most Tuesdays to Fridays from 9.30a.m. – 12.30p.m. 

Rev. Ikani Vaitohi will be in attendance on most of those days. 

Pastor Geoff Aitken, on some Wednesdays and most Fridays. 

They welcome any congregational members 

who would like to drop in for a cuppa or chat. 

Please Note: In case of emergency, the Ministry team remains 

available at any time. See back page for contact numbers. 

CONTRIBUTE TO OUR WEBSITE:  Belmont Uniting Church 

(BUC) website is at https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au  (or Google us). 

Please remember to go there for information, to make a suggestion or 

make a contribution. 

 

WELCOME MAT: Operates every week on Fridays from 10 a.m. – 

1.00 pm.  Join us for a cuppa, chat, games and lunch at 12.  You are 

most welcome. Bring a friend and enjoy the fellowship and fun. Any 

queries, contact Carl Schaller, Muriel Bullock or Fay Harper. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

THE FAITH SHARING GROUP will commence on Tuesday 6th 

February at 10.00 a.m. in the main hall. 

CRAFT FELLOWSHIP will meet on Tuesday February 6th at 

10a.m. Bring your own craft if you wish or just enjoy the cuppa and 

camaraderie. A welcome awaits you.   

 

FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING on Tuesday 6th 

February in the church hall at 4pm. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE meeting at 3 Short St Belmont, 12th February at 

7.30pm.  Any member of the congregation who is interested in 

attending is most welcome. If you are unable to attend but have 

suggestions or concerns about Social Justice issues please feel free to 

discuss this with Raye Pearson or Barrie Dickie.   

 

 

https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au/
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

February      7 Afternoon Communion 1.30 p.m. 

         11 8.30 a.m. services resume 

              Appreciation Sunday at 10.00 a.m. 

         13 Church Council Meeting at 7.30 p.m.  

         14 Ash Wednesday Service at 7.00 p.m. 

         25 Harvest Thanksgiving 

March           4 Holy Communion and Congregational Meeting 
 

AFTERNOON COMMUNION SERVICE AND FELLOWSHIP        

Wednesday 7th February a 1.30 pm.  This Month, as well as the usual 

attendees, members of all our Church Groups are invited to come along 

and dedicate their forthcoming year’s service to God’s glory.                                                                    

Worship Leader: Rev. Ikani Vaitohi             Stewards: M & E Richards      

Tea Hosts/Hostesses: Church groups.                                           

Transport can be arranged by phoning 0423 712 398 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

The February meeting of the Church Council will be held in the Meeting 

Room on Tuesday 13th February at 7:30pm. Reports from Council 

Committees and/or material to be included in the agenda papers are to 

be forwarded as soon as possible. Agenda papers will be available on 

Sunday 11th February.                                                           

TO SECRETARIES AND/OR LEADERS OF ALL CHURCH GROUPS       

It would be appreciated if a copy of the Annual Report of your Group 

for 2017 could be lodged with Graeme Mitchell, Secretary of Church 

Council, by the end of this week so that relevant information can be 

incorporated in the Annual Report of the Belmont congregation which is 

in the process of being compiled. Thank you to those secretaries/leaders 

who have completed this task! Electronic copies are most appreciated) 

but so are paper copies! A reminder, too, to leaders of Church Council 

committees that notes of the year’s activities would be appreciated for 

inclusion in the Annual Report. 
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God’s Ideas:  More than Good                                                         

Exodus 1–3; John 1:1–18; Song of Solomon 1:1–4 

It’s exciting to see ideas take shape and then become reality. Even more 

exciting, though, is when God’s ideas take form. The Bible shows us these 

events repeatedly. As the reader, we’re given glimpses into what God is really 

doing—events the characters are unaware of. Or we have a hint all along that 

God is up to something unexpected, and that He will make good out of the evil 

that’s happening. 

The story of Moses is like this. God’s people are terribly oppressed, but 

they are many (Exod 1). And we all know there is power in numbers. When 

baby Moses comes along, we’re ready for something amazing to happen. It 

will be from this unassuming moment that God will do the least expected 

(Exod 2:1–10): He will help those on the underside of power. Our suspicion is 

confirmed when Moses is willing to kill for justice (Exod 2:11–12). Moses 

flees, and then God hears Israel’s complaints about the pain they’re enduring 

(Exod 2:23–25). He answers their cry by calling Moses (Exod 3:1–22). Moses 

is hesitant because he can’t speak well, but God will (as we thought) use this 

unexpected turn of events (Exod 4:10–17). 

Like Moses’ story, we see behind the veil at the beginning of John’s 

Gospel: “In the beginning was the Word … And the Word became flesh and 

took up residence among us, and we saw his glory … For the law was given 

through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ” (John 1:1, 14, 17). 

God gave Moses His law, and He gave Moses the opportunity to guide His 

people from oppression to the wilderness and almost to freedom. But He gave 

Jesus grace and truth. 

And that’s the message of the testaments: from cry to freedom cry, from 

calling upon God to salvation, and from merely men guided by God, to God in 

a man guiding men. Our love for God should be every bit as great—and far 

greater—than the love shown by the chorus of more than wine. Rightly do 

they love you!” (Song 1:4). 

We are called to see God’s work in our everyday life. We must recognize 

His story. He’s involved. Are we?     Are you worshiping God with your entire 

being—seeing His workings in your everyday life?                       John D. Barry 
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   Lenten Study:   Praying the Psalms 

The Education Committee raised the possibility of offering the Lenten 

discipline of a study group which would meet once a week during Lent.  The 

aim would be to nourish an aspect of Christian life through weekly reading 

followed by a weekly meeting to discuss what has been read. 

Accordingly, Ikani and I are proposing that we offer a Lenten study this year 

on the Psalms: on their meaning and on what they offer for our spiritual life 

and growth.  The plan is to work through the 5 short chapters, one each week, 

of Walter Brueggemann's book: Praying the Psalms.  We are suggesting:  

• Sunday evenings, beginning on Sunday February 18 and ending on 

Palm Sunday, March 25. 

• Perhaps meeting in our home (if the group is fairly small) for pizza or 

similar at 6pm followed by an hour's discussion at 7pm.  If the group is 

large, we can adapt this. 

Are you interested in taking part in this Lenten study?  If so, please let me 

know either in person, or by phone or email.  We need to know so that we can 

organise getting the reading to you and plan a suitable venue. 

                                                                                                                              

Cherry Collins           

CHURCH NAME BADGES 

I will be doing a new order of these later this month. If you would like a 

replacement or new badge it would help me if you prepared the order at 

home. On an envelope please print your name clearly, write whether you want 

a pin or magnet fastening (magnets are unsuitable for anyone with a 

pacemaker) and enclose $12. However I will have envelopes and small change 

each Sunday this month and will be at the table near the entrance to the hall 

before and after the 10 am service should you wish to order then. See me if you 

have any queries.         

 If you are a newcomer to Belmont Uniting Church and intend to join us as an 

ongoing member please talk to me first as we would like you to have a 

badge so people learn your name and there are funds available towards the cost 

of your badge.       Alwyne Merritt 
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Welcome to our website! 

The new BUC website is now up and running and will be there for you 

to use throughout 2018.  We invite you to have a look 

at https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au (or just Google us) where you will 

find all sorts of information such as our weekly newsletter.  Please 

remember: this is our website and your website. 

You can contribute or suggest things in a number of ways:   

• Calendar events. Do you have any event that needs to be listed on 

our calendar? Please contact our editors by approach, phone or 

email. At this stage they are Rev. Ikani, Geoff Aitken, Ray Ferguson 

and Ian Henricus 

• Need to say something about … anything? There is a suggestion 

box down at the bottom of the web page. Type your suggestion, 

remember to leave your contact details and hit the Submit button. 

• Approach or email something to one of our editors. 

Some suggestions could be having our rosters displayed, what the 

readings for the upcoming Sunday services will be or learning what the 

dates of the Christian year are all about. 

 
 

 

 

PRODUCE STALL 

A small number of freshly made items are now offered for self service 

(price on lids):  Apricot Jam, Lemon Butter, Plum Jam, Raspberry Jam 

& Strawberry Jam. And Tomato Relish! 

Only the regular variety!  Please keep up your supply of jars as some 

sizes are very low! 

This 

Photo by 

Unknown 

Author is 

licensed 

under CC 

BY-SA 

https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au/
http://computercartschedule.wikispaces.com/
http://computercartschedule.wikispaces.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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SERVING THE BELMONT CONGREGATION 

 

Sunday, 11th February, 2018     

Worship Leader:  Rev. Ikani Vaitohi 

  

Duty 8.00 a.m. 10 .00 a.m.   

Stewards H. McCann 

K. Hass (I) 

A. Merritt (M) 

L. Jackson (I) 

Readers N. Phillips 

R. Leitch 

L. Moss 

A. Jones 

Porch 

Stewards 

R. Angus (P) 

B. Coomber 

R. Bunting (P), N. Lyons 

T. Jepson, J. Cocking 

Host/ess  W & F Harper 

P.A. C. Fyffe W. Harper 

Flowers  Lorraine Rankin 

Morning 

Tea 

L & R Angus E & B Wood 

B & B Dickie 

A. Merritt/M. Bullock 

Transport (1)  B. Couper  

(3)  C. Schaller              

 (2)  I. Henricus  

  

 

PRAYER POINTS 

Dear Lord, we pray for our ministry team, Ikani and Geoff, as they 

minister to our congregation throughout 2018.  Bless them in all that 

they undertake in serving You.  Keep them well and inspire them 

through Your Holy Spirit. 

Dear God, we pray for students and teachers at the beginning of the 

school year.  May the students be encouraged to work with great 

purpose and enthusiasm. 

 

Dear Lord, help us to make You our primary focus throughout 2018.  

Give us the grace, faith and strength to maintain this focus as we  face 

changes and challenges through the year. 
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 doctors, nurses and aid workers who are desperately trying to help the 

people in need. 

 

 

BELMONT UNITING CHURCH MINISTRY TEAM 
 

Rev. Ikani Vaitohi     ……………………….   0432 680 028 

    Evenings only       ……………………….    03 5298 3699 

Pastor Geoff Aitken  ..………........................   03 5241 2897 

     …….................. ………   0413 585 455 

Congregational Coordinator   0423 712 398 
 

CHURCH OFFICE:    42 Thomson Street, Belmont Vic. 3216 

     Phone  03 5243 4226        Fax  03 5243 4637 

Email    buc8@bigpond.com 

 

                         SERVICES IN AGED CARE HOMES 

Kalkee – Nangatta:   Thursday 8th February 2 p.m.  Pastor Geoff 

Aitken 

Kalkee Murray Hostel: Thursday 8th February 3.30 pm Pastor 

Geoff Aitken 

Opal South Valley:  

Alan David Lodge:    

 

LECTIONARY 

Sunday 11th February, 2018  

2 Kings 2: 1-12     Psalm 50: 1-6  

                          2 Corinthians 4: 3-6    Mark 9: 2-9   

 

 

 

      CONTRIBUTIONS for the NEWS SHEET                                

Please include author’s name & phone number, number of repeats 

required and place in the Church Letterbox at the top of church steps 

next to the meter box on the right before 4p.m. on Wednesday.       Our 

BUC website is at https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au  (or just Google us) 

 

mailto:buc8@bigpond.com
https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au/

