
  

 

UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA 
 

BELMONT CONGREGATION 

42 Thomson Street, Belmont Vic. 3216 

https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au 
 

SUNDAY 10th DECEMBER 2017  

 

WORSHIP LEADER:  REV. IKANI VAITOHI 

We welcome all who are worshipping with us today,  

especially newcomers and visitors. 
 

 

“Preparers of the Light” John 
the Baptist - the messenger who 

came to prepare others to 

receive the light. “See I am 
sending my messenger ahead of 

you who will prepare your way; 

the voice of one crying in the 

wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of 
the Lord, make his paths 

straight.”      (Mark 1:2&3) 

 

CHRISTMAS BOWL APPEAL 

The Christmas Bowl is a program 

of ACT FOR PEACE, the 

international agency of the 

National Council of Churches in 

Australia.   

 

This Christmas our project 

partners need to assist over 1 

million people living in war-torn 

communities. 

In building the foundations for 

real and lasting peace in the 

places where we work it is vital 

to: 

•  Reduce poverty through    

growing community food, health 

and education programs 

•  Protect refugees and displaced          

people by helping communities 

to manage safe refugee camps 

•  Prevent conflicts through 

facilitating community-driven 

peace, reconciliation and 

disarmament processes 

•  Prevent conflicts through 

facilitating community-driven 

peace, reconciliation and 

disarmament processes 

Envelopes for donations are 

available today – in the pews -  

until Christmas 
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The Ministry Team is based at the Belmont Church Office 

 

. . on most Tuesdays to Fridays from 9.30a.m. – 12.30p.m. 

Rev. Ikani Vaitohi will be in attendance on most of those days. 

Pastor Geoff Aitken, on some Wednesdays and most Fridays. 

They welcome any congregational members 

who would like to drop in for a cuppa or chat. 

Please Note: In case of emergency, the Ministry team remains 

available at any time. See back page for contact numbers. 

 

WELCOME MAT: Operates every week on Fridays from 10 a.m. – 

1.00 pm.  Join us for a cuppa, chat, games and lunch at 12.  You are 

most welcome. Bring a friend and enjoy the fellowship and fun. Any 

queries, contact Carl Schaller, Muriel Bullock or Fay Harper. 

CHURCH COUNCIL:  The December meeting of the Church 

Council will be held in the Meeting Room on Tuesday 12th December 

at 7:30pm. Agenda papers are available in pigeon holes. 

 

THE FAITH SHARING GROUP will be in recess throughout 

December and January; it will recommence in February. 

 

LIGHT IN DARKNESS 

During Advent when we prepare to welcome “The Light of the 
World” please search your house, sheds & garage for a workable 
or non-working Light Maker. This might be a torch, an old 

Hurricane Lantern, a lamp or a candle of any size, shape or 

colour. These instruments of light will form an Installation in our 

Church. Please, start looking today for one or two you can loan 

for our Advent Symbols and bring along with you. All items 

collected will be returned to you on last Sunday of Epiphany. 
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DATES  FOR  YOUR  DIARY 
 

December   10  Cantata  at 7.30 p.m. 

“Were You There on that Christmas Night” 

         17 Carols 7.30 p.m. 

         24 Christmas Eve Service 11.00 p.m. 

         25 Christmas Day Service  9.00 a.m. 

 

Please note: On December 31st and throughout January there will be 

only one service at 9.00 a.m. 
 

February       4  Holy Communion Service at 10.00 a.m. 

          7  Afternoon Communion 1.30 p.m. 

Hereon we revert to the two services – one at 8.30 a.m., the second at 

10.00 a.m. 

 

FLOWER ROSTER 2018 

Many thanks to the ladies who arranged flowers for Sunday Worship in 

2017, and to all those who supplied flowers from their gardens. 

A new Flower Roster will be compiled soon for the coming year.  

This year many ladies have kindly undertaken to arrange flowers for two 

consecutive weeks, which is much appreciated.  

If you have any special requests such as specific months during which 

you would prefer to arrange the flowers next year, or will be away at 

any particular times, please contact Elizabeth Wood by Dec. 17th.  

Unfortunately three of our ladies are unable to continue on the roster due 

to ill health. We sincerely hope that all others will be able to continue in 

2018. More team members are urgently needed. If you feel that you can 

help please contact me.                   Elizabeth Wood    

LOST on the afternoon of the Harvester Choir concert, one fawn linen 

gentleman’s hat/cap.  Please contact Geoff or Ikani if you can assist in 
locating it 
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 Community 

Jeremiah 50:1–46; Romans 12:9–13:7; Proverbs 27:1–27 

She might be the one we tend to avoid—the member of a small group 

who always states the obvious or brings up topics unrelated to the 

discussion at hand. I’m always a bit impatient for her to finish speaking 
so that others can offer more insightful comments, but generally her 

comments are followed by only awkward pauses. Or, he’s the person 
we’re attempting to avoid after church and small group because he 

always repeats the story about his grandkids that we’ve heard more than 
just a few times. I hope someone else will be there for him. If I’m 
feeling extra congenial, I might chat with him—always good to earn 

some kindness points. 

I might approach community this way, but reading Romans 12:9–16 

convicts me. The list of instructions on building up the community 

quickly reveals the selfish bent of my motives. Paul, who has just 

finished explaining that each member has specific spiritual gifts, shows 

what living in loving community is supposed to look like: “Love must 
be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; be attached to what is good, 

being devoted to one another in brotherly love, esteeming one another 

more highly in honor, not lagging in diligence, being enthusiastic in 

spirit, serving the Lord, rejoicing in hope, enduring in affliction, being 

devoted to prayer, contributing to the needs of the saints, pursuing 

hospitality. Bless those who persecute, bless and do not curse them. 

Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep. Think the 

same thing toward one another; do not think arrogantly, but associate 

with the lowly. Do not be wise in your own sight” (Rom 12:9–16). 

I’m not meant to approach my small group study as a support group 

to help me work out my problems. Faith communities are familial 

settings where the gifts I have are meant to be developed and worked 

out for the good of others. It’s where I’m called to serve people around 
me - even, and especially, people who are lonely or a little different than 
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me. I can only do that with a heart that is devoted to others, highly 

esteems them, and looks out for their needs. It’s when I humbly serve 
that I learn things I didn’t know in passing—the death of her husband 

and her difficulty in finding the right words to convey her ideas and 

experiences. It’s there where I learn that his kids barely call, and he’s 
reciting the same information from the yearly Christmas card. It’s where 
I help when I can, and pray when I can’t. And along the way, through 
my service, I may learn a thing or two from people who have gifts I 

have yet to discover. 

Are you involved in a community? If you are, are you actually involved? 

How can you use your gifts to build up the people around you? 

Rebecca Van Noord 

Barry, J. D., & Kruyswijk, R. (2012). Connect the Testaments: A One-Year 

Daily Devotional with Bible Reading Plan. Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 

 

Pausing to reflect  is one of the most important things we can do for 

our spirituality. Take yourself out for a cuppa without your phone. 

You might like a pen and paper. Find a quiet spot to cast your mind back 

over the year.                                                                        

• What can you celebrate?                                               
• What was the toughest moment?                                     

• What have you learnt? 

• Who has impacted you the most? 

• How will you prepare for the year ahead - not just in planning 

but to prepare your deepest self? 

• What spiritual practices do you want to keep, to change, to leave 

behind? 

If you are someone who prays, take a moment to pray about what you 

have been noticing during this reflection. If you and a colleague have 

both completed this exercise, you might like to get together and share 

some of your reflections before the year is out. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/fsbdevotional?ref=DayOfYear.Dec+25&off=7731
https://ref.ly/logosres/fsbdevotional?ref=DayOfYear.Dec+25&off=7731


6 

 

TO SECRETARIES AND/OR LEADERS OF ALL CHURCH 

GROUPS 

 

It would be appreciated if a copy of the Annual Report of your Group 

for 2017 could be lodged with Graeme Mitchell, Secretary of Church 

Council, in the near future so that relevant information can be 

incorporated in the Annual Report of the Belmont congregation which is 

in the process of being compiled. Thank you to those secretaries/leaders 

who have completed this task!  

Electronic copies are most appreciated but so are paper copies!  A 

reminder, too, to leaders of Church Council committees that notes of the 

year’s activities would be appreciated for inclusion in the Annual 
Report. 

 

CHOCOLATE 

If you are purchasing chocolate keep an eye out for an ethically 

produced product. Supermarkets stock some chocolate with these 

logos. Buying goods with these labels helps support the growers – 

usually poor farmers who in the past have not received a fair price for 

their cocoa 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj1hZSf0vLXAhUJa7wKHXagD5QQjRwIBw&url=http://www.peaceissexy.net/keeping-your-chocolate-slave-free/&psig=AOvVaw0KoZh5QSl8tGdrKLmDgVP7&ust=1512555439551699
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SERVING THE BELMONT CONGREGATION 

 Sunday 17th December 2017     

Worship Leader:  REV. IKANI VAITOHI 
  

Duty 8.30 a.m. 10.00 a.m. 

Stewards C. Nolte (M & HC) 

Prep: M & E Richards 

G. Allen (M) 

Readers B. Wood 

E. Richards 

R. Buckwell 

N. Lyons 

Porch 

Stewards 

E. Wood (P & HC) 

B. Wood 

G. Coomber (P), T. Jepson  

L. Jackson, J. Cocking 

Host/ess  M. Bullock, L. Moss 

P.A. L. McCann W. Jones 

Flowers  Alwyne Merritt 

Morning 

Tea 

H & L McCann B. Johns, F. Costin 

B. Pink, J & R Jeffers 

Transport (1)  R. Buckwell  

 (3) B. & P. Jones      

 (2) B. Johns 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER POINTS 

 

Dear Heavenly Father, we thank You for the gift of Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, who came to save the world from all its ugliness and evil, 

conveying the message of love, hope and peace. 

 

As we approach Christmas Lord, help us to focus on the spiritual 

significance of this time, not on the commercialism and the emphasis on 

spending excessively.  We pray for church agencies which provide care 

and support for people in real need. 

 

Dear God, You have given us the gift of love; this Advent Season, let us 

share this gift with others.  Keep us mindful that the essence of love is 

not to receive it but to give it, today and forever. 



8 

 

 

 
 doctors, nurses and aid workers who are desperately trying to help the 

people in need. 

 

 

BELMONT UNITING CHURCH MINISTRY TEAM 
 

Rev. Ikani Vaitohi     ……………………….   0432 680 028 

    Evenings only       ……………………….    03 5298 3699 

Pastor Geoff Aitken  ..………........................   03 5241 2897 

     …….................. ………   0413 585 455 

 
 

CHURCH OFFICE:    42 Thomson Street, Belmont Vic. 3216 

     Phone  03 5243 4226        Fax  03 5243 4637 

Email    buc8@bigpond.com 

 

                         SERVICES IN AGED CARE HOMES 

 

Kalkee – Nangatta: Thurs. 2 p.m. 14th Dec. Pastor Geoff Aitken 

Kalkee Murray Hostel: Thurs.3.30 p.m. 14th Dec. Pastor Geoff Aitken 

Opal South Valley: Wed. 10.45 a.m.  20th Dec.  Pastor Geoff Aitken 

Alan David Lodge:   Wed. 2.45 p.m.  20th Dec.  Pastor Geoff Aitken  

 

 

LECTIONARY 

Sunday 17th December 2017 Advent 3 

   Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-11       Psalm 126 or Luke 1: 46b-55  

                 1 Thessalonians 5: 16-24    John 1: 6-8, 19-28 

 

 

                      

                                                               CONTRIBUTIONS for the NEWS SHEET 

Please include author’s name & phone number, number of repeats 
required and place in the Church Letterbox at the top of church steps 

next to the meter box on the right before 4p.m. on Wednesday. 

mailto:buc8@bigpond.com

