
  

 

UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA 
 

BELMONT CONGREGATION 

42 Thomson Street, Belmont Vic. 3216 

https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au 
 

SUNDAY 17th DECEMBER 2017  

 

WORSHIP LEADER:  REV. IKANI VAITOHI 

We welcome all who are worshipping with us today,  

especially newcomers and visitors. 
 

 

“Witnesses to the light”                

A witness points away from self to 

another and that is just what John 

the Baptist came to do, to point 

away from himself to Jesus as he 

“came to tell people about the 
light” (Jn 1: 8). John pointed to 

Jesus through his words as well as 

his actions. Everything he said and 

did prepared the way for Jesus as 

it prepared others to see Jesus and 

recognise him for who he was. Let 

us heed John’s call and 
become ‘witnesses to the light’ 

this day and every day. 

 CHRISTMAS BOWL APPEAL    

The Christmas Bowl is a program of 

ACT FOR PEACE,  the  

 

 international agency of the 
National Council of Churches in 
Australia.   
 
This Christmas our project partners 
need to assist over 1 million people 
living in war-torn communities. 
In building the foundations for real 
and lasting peace in the places 
where we work it is vital to: 
 •  Reduce poverty through    
growing community food, health 
and education programs 

 •  Protect refugees and displaced              
people by helping communities to 
manage safe refugee camps 

 •  Prevent conflicts through 
facilitating community-driven 
peace, reconciliation and 
disarmament processes 

 •  Prevent conflicts through 
facilitating community-driven 
peace, reconciliation and 
disarmament processes 

Envelopes for donations are 

available today – in the pews -  

until Christmas 
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The Ministry Team is based at the Belmont Church Office 

 

. . on most Tuesdays to Fridays from 9.30a.m. – 12.30p.m. 

Rev. Ikani Vaitohi will be in attendance on most of those days. 

Pastor Geoff Aitken, on some Wednesdays and most Fridays. 

They welcome any congregational members 

who would like to drop in for a cuppa or chat. 

Please Note: In case of emergency, the Ministry team remains 

available at any time. See back page for contact numbers. 

WELCOME MAT: Operates every week on Fridays from 10 a.m. – 
1.00 pm.  Join us for a cuppa, chat, games and lunch at 12.  You are 
most welcome. Bring a friend and enjoy the fellowship and fun. Any 
queries, contact Carl Schaller, Muriel Bullock or Fay Harper. 
 

THE FAITH SHARING GROUP will be in recess throughout 

December and January; it will recommence in February. 

A THANK YOU FROM ALEXANDER THOMSON PRE-

SCHOOL COMMUNITY:   Dear Ikani & Congregation – Thank you 

for your generous support through the use of your beautiful church hall 

for our end of year celebration.  Our concert was magnificent!!! 

EVENING FELLOWSHIP will resume in 2018 on Wednesday 31st 

January at 7.30 pm.    Devotions:  Faye     Supper:  Beryl and Thelma  
 

DATES  FOR  YOUR  DIARY 

December    17 Carols 7.30 p.m. 
         24 Christmas Eve Service 11.00 p.m. 
         25 Christmas Day Service  9.00 a.m. 
Please note: On December 31st and throughout January there will be 

only one service at 9.00 a.m. 

February       4  Holy Communion Service at 10.00 a.m. 
          7  Afternoon Communion 1.30 p.m. 
Hereon we revert to the two services – one at 8.30 a.m., the second at 
10.00 a.m. 
. 
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CHURCH FETE 

The income from the Church Fete has been finalized and this week we have 

had the wonderful task of distributing the cheques.                 Uniting World, 

Act for Peace, and Uniting Education Fund Geelong all received cheques for 

$3242-40.                                                                St. Philips College N.T., 

Annam Cara House, and Anglesea Uniting Church Little Nippers Program all 

received cheques for $1631-20. 

A very big THANK YOU to all those who contributed in any way to the 

success of our Fete. We give thanks to God that we have the ability to share 

with others our varied gifts and talents. Only 11 months to go but who is 

counting.  THANK YOU.  

FLOWER ROSTER 2018:      Many thanks to the ladies who arranged 

flowers for Sunday Worship in 2017, and to all those who supplied flowers 

from their gardens.   A newFlower Roster will be compiled soon for the 

coming year.  This year many ladies have kindly undertaken to arrange flowers 

for two consecutive weeks, which is much appreciated.   If you have any 

special requests such as specific months during which you would prefer to 

arrange the flowers next year, or will be away at any particular times, please 

contact Elizabeth Wood by Dec. 17th.Unfortunately three of our ladies are 

unable to continue on the roster due to ill health. We sincerely hope that all 

others will be able to continue in 2018. More team members are urgently 

needed. If you feel that you can help please contact me.     Elizabeth Wood    

 

TO SECRETARIES AND/OR LEADERS OF ALL CHURCH GROUPS 

It would be appreciated if a copy of the Annual Report of your Group for 2017 

could be lodged with Graeme Mitchell, Secretary of Church Council, in the 

near future so that relevant information can be incorporated in the Annual 

Report of the Belmont congregation which is in the process of being compiled. 

Thank you to those secretaries/leaders who have completed this task! 

Electronic copies are most appreciated but so are paper copies!  A reminder, 

too, to leaders of Church Council committees that notes of the year’s activities 
would be appreciated for inclusion in the Annual Report. 
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Love Is Good News                                                             

Jeremiah 51:1–64; Romans 13:8–14:12; Proverbs 28:1–28 

Love is good news for those seeking guidance. Love is the guide we need. 

Many first-century Jewish Christians faced the question of what to do with 

the Law (the first five books of the Bible), by which they had lived previously. 

Now that they had Jesus, what would they do with their traditions? Paul’s 
answer is based on love: “Owe nothing to anyone, except to love one another, 
for the one who loves someone else has fulfilled the law” (Rom 13:8). He goes 

on: “For the commandments, ‘You shall not commit adultery, you shall not 
commit murder, you shall not steal, you shall not covet,’ and if there is any 
other commandment, are summed up in this statement: ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ Love does not commit evil against a neighbor. Therefore 
love is the fulfillment of the law” (Rom 13:9–10). These are beautiful words, 

and I’m not saying that because they let me off the hook for keeping the law; 
they also answer the problem that the ot prophets addressed. 

The prophet Jeremiah, commenting on the sin of Babylon, notes: “All 
humankind turns out to be stupid, without knowledge. Every goldsmith is put 

to shame by the divine image. For his cast image is a lie, and there is no breath 

in them. They are worthless, a work of mockery. At the time of their 

punishment, they will perish. The portion of Jacob is not like these, for he is 

the creator of everything, and the tribe of his inheritance. Yahweh of hosts is 

his name” (Jer 51:17–19). 

Jeremiah’s words teach us that we are lost without Yahweh as our guide. 
Without Him, we will, like Babylon, seek things as dumb as golden images. 

Yahweh, in His great love for us, guides us to Himself. In Him, we see love; in 

Jesus, we see His loving image made visible. In Yahweh, we see the way we 

should go; in Jesus, we see the way back to Yahweh. 

Are you seeking love or golden images? What law do you need to be free 

from? Are you fully living the good news?                          John D. Barry            

Barry, J. D., & Kruyswijk, R. (2012). Connect the Testaments: A One-Year Daily 

Devotional with Bible Reading Plan. Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 

 

https://ref.ly/logosres/fsbdevotional?ref=DayOfYear.Dec+25&off=7731
https://ref.ly/logosres/fsbdevotional?ref=DayOfYear.Dec+25&off=7731
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THE CHURCH COUNCIL 

The Church Council met on Tuesday 12th December and it reports to 

the congregation:- 

1. Pastor Geoff led the Council in an exploration of 2017 under the 
questions 

• What are we grateful for in 2017? 
• What do we hope for in 2018? 

Answers were noted on a white board as a review of 

congregational life in 2017. 

2. WORKING WITH CHILDREN 
Presbytery has sent a reminder that all volunteers and staff 

members hold a current Working with Children Clearance 

accreditation. 

3. COUNCIL ELECTIONS 
Council received a report on the recent election of Councillors. 

The congregation will be represented in Council in 2018 by:- 

Rev. Ikani and Pastor Geoff; Graeme Allen, Len Champness, 

Cherry Collins, Glen Coomber, Fay Costin, Brian Couper, Bev 

Dickie, Julie Ferguson, Ray Ferguson, Loris Jackson, Bill 

Jennings, Les McCann, Graeme Mitchell, Liz Moss, Alex Page, 

Raye Pearson, Lorraine Rankin, Jim Rossiter and Peter Woods.  

The election of office bearers takes place at the February 

meeting. 

4. 2017 FAIR 
Council received a glowing report of the 2017 Fair with 
emphasis on the industry, the fellowship and the excitement of 
the day. The approximate $14,500 raised is being distributed as 
follows:- 

2/3 be equally divided between Act for Peace, Uniting 
Barwon Education Fund, Uniting World.                                 

 The remaining 1/3 to be divided between  St Phillips 
College NT, The Starfish Nippers Program, Anam  Cara House. 
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5. WEBSITE 
Council received a comprehensive report from Ian Hendricus 
showing the development of the website thus far. Council 
approved that development should continue in 2018. We all may 
follow the development using the address    
  http://buc.unitingchurch.org.au 
Ian was thanked for the great amount of time, effort and 
expertise he had put into the project. 

  

6. GOOD SAMARITAN PANTRY (GSP) 

• The GSP will make available cooked frozen meal to 
members of wider community, friends of Belmont UCA 
members or Belmont UCA members in need of a cooked 
meal because of health and social reasons.  

• GSP provided meals are offered in addition to other pastoral 
and social support provided. 

Belmont Uniting will partner with Geelong Food Relief Centre for 

the provision of meals. Liz Moss has offered, and Council 

endorsed, to coordinate the program with the assistance of a 

Hospitality Committee. 

7. WORSHIPPING LIFE 
Council approved  

• The Thanksgiving Service be on May 28th 2018 
• The Frontier Services Sausage Sizzle be on Sunday July 

15th - Rev. Benjamin Quilliam as guest speaker. 
• Crazy Whist evening Friday 20th April – UnitingCare. 
• Rev Ikani’s annual leave 16-30 January 2018, 4-10 April 

and 7-13 July 
 

8. BUDGET FOR 2018 
Treasurer, Graeme Allen, presented a draft, deficit budget to the 

Council and explained the reasons behind the need for a deficit 

budget. If a deficit eventuates in 2018 it will be met by an 

infusion from reserves. Council accepted the draft budget. 
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SERVING THE BELMONT CONGREGATION 

 Sunday 24th December 2017     

Worship Leader:  REV. IKANI VAITOHI 
  

Duty 8.30 a.m. 10.00 a.m. 

Stewards C. Schaller (M) B. Dickie (M) 
D. Stephens (I) 

Readers R. Leitch 
K. Haas 

R. Pearson 
G. Allen 

Porch 
Stewards 

N. Phillips (P) N. Funston (P), T. Yates 
B. Vaitohi, J. Stephens 

Host/ess  V & H Matthewson 

P.A. L. McCann John Hill 

Flowers  Bev. Pullin 

Morning 
Tea 

L & R. Angus F & W Harper 
M & S Vaitohi 
D & J Stephens 

Transport (1)  R. Buckwell  
 (3) B. & P. Jones      

 (2) B. Johns 
 

 

 

PRAYER POINTS 

 

Dear God, as we approach Christmas may we have a sense of real joy 
and expectation as we celebrate the majesty and the mystery of the birth 
of the Christ child. 
 
Dear Heavenly Father, we thank You for Mary, for her great courage, 
faith, hope and willing acceptance of the path and life which You had 
marked out for her. 
 
Dear Lord, we pray for people who will not celebrate Christmas with 
family and friends this year.  In particular, those who are overseas, in 
prison, the homeless, the lonely and those dealing with serious forms of 
addiction. 
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 doctors, nurses and aid workers who are desperately trying to help the 

people in need. 

 

 

BELMONT UNITING CHURCH MINISTRY TEAM 
 

Rev. Ikani Vaitohi     ……………………….   0432 680 028 
    Evenings only       ……………………….    03 5298 3699 
Pastor Geoff Aitken  ..………........................   03 5241 2897 

     …….................. ………   0413 585 455 
Congregational Coordinator   . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0423 712 398 
 

CHURCH OFFICE:    42 Thomson Street, Belmont Vic. 3216 

     Phone  03 5243 4226        Fax  03 5243 4637 
Email    buc8@bigpond.com 

 

                         SERVICES IN AGED CARE HOMES 

Kalkee – Nangatta: Thurs. 2 p.m. 21st Dec. Christmas Music & 
Readings 
Kalkee Murray Hostel: Thurs.3.30 p.m. 21st Dec. Christmas Music & 
Readings 
Opal South Valley: Wed. 10.45 a.m.  20th Dec.  Pastor Geoff Aitken 
Alan David Lodge:   Wed. 2.45 p.m.  20th Dec.  Pastor Geoff Aitken  
 

LECTIONARY 

Sunday 24th December 2017 Advent 4 

   2 Samuel 7: 1-11, 16       Luke 1: 46b-55 or Psalm 89: 1-4, 19-26 

                 Romans 16: 25-27         Luke 1: 26-38 

 

 

                      

                                                               CONTRIBUTIONS for the NEWS SHEET 

Please include author’s name & phone number, number of repeats 
required and place in the Church Letterbox at the top of church steps 

next to the meter box on the right before 4p.m. on Wednesday. 

mailto:buc8@bigpond.com

