
  
UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA 

 

BELMONT CONGREGATION 

42 Thomson Street, Belmont Vic. 3216 

https://buc.unitingchurch.org.au 
 

SUNDAY 26TH NOVEMBER 2017  

 

WORSHIP LEADER: JEAN  MURRAY 

We welcome all who are worshipping with us today,  

especially newcomers and visitors. 

TODAY 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
HARVESTEER MALE 

CHORUS 

 
PRESENTS 

CELEBRATIONS 
IN  SONG 

 
at 

Belmont Uniting Church 
Thomson Street, Belmont 

2.30 p.m. 
 

GUEST ARTIST:  Tenor 
Michael Dimovski 

 
Concession $15.00 
 
Includes Afternoon Tea 

 

NEXT SUNDAY 

DECEMBER 3RD 

is the last day to donate goods to 

aid UnitingCare to provide food 

hampers for people who need 

extra assistance over  the 

Christmas Break. 

Help to make 
Christmas happier 

for  others 
We are thankful for the support of 

our local churches and 

community groups. 

See page 6 for suggested 

food items. 

https://www.google.com.au/url?url=https://www.mycause.com.au/charity/6502/unitingcaregeelong&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwiZ0J3e1a7XAhXJNJQKHcXtBjIQwW4IIzAC&usg=AOvVaw1hCZUPUCjOSMH9Qo53p1bD
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The Ministry Team is based at the Belmont Church Office 

 

. . on most Tuesdays to Fridays from 9.30a.m. – 12.30p.m. 

Rev. Ikani Vaitohi will be in attendance on most of those days. 

Pastor Geoff Aitken, on some Wednesdays and most Fridays. 

They welcome any congregational members 

who would like to drop in for a cuppa or chat. 

Please Note: In case of emergency, the Ministry team remains 

available at any time. See back page for contact numbers. 

 
FAITH SHARING GROUP: meets every Tuesday at 10.00 am. in 
the main hall.  Everyone is welcome to come along and have a cuppa 
from 9.45 a.m. 
 
WELCOME MAT: Operates every week on Fridays from 10 a.m. – 
1.00 pm.  Join us for a cuppa, chat, games and lunch at 12.  You are 
most welcome. Bring a friend and enjoy the fellowship and fun. Any 
queries, contact Carl Schaller, Muriel Bullock or Fay Harper. 
 
MISSION AND OUTREACH  will meet in the hall on Tuesday 
November 28th  at  2.00 p.m 
 
CONGREGATIONAL  MEETING,  SUNDAY  DECEMBER  
3RD  AFTER  THE  10 AM  SERVICE. The main agenda item will 
be the Church Council Election. Please discuss any other matters, 
which you may wish to raise, with Raye Pearson or Alex. Page by the 
end of November at the latest. 
The following people have accepted nomination to the Church 
Council:  Len. Champness, Fay Costin, Beverly Dickie, Julie 
Ferguson, Ray Ferguson, Graeme Mitchell, Alex. Page, Lorraine 
Rankin and Peter Woods.  
 
To be elected to the Council each of these nominees must receive the 
support of the majority of those members participating in the ballot. 
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MEMORIAL  SERVICE    
An invitation to our special service of “Remembering with 
Thanksgiving those who have died” so far this year is extended to all. 
This service is for you, a friend that you know or family member that 
may benefit from this opportunity to remember and honour your loved 
one through readings, reflections and music. The service will be 
conducted here at Belmont Uniting on Sunday the 3rd of December 

2017 at 2.30pm.   Afternoon tea will be served after the service.  
 
CRAFT  FELLOWSHIP  will meet on Tuesday 5th December at 
10.00 a.m.  Bring your own craft if you wish or just enjoy the cuppa and 
company.  A welcome awaits you 
 
FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING 
on Tuesday 5th December in the church hall at 4.00 p.m. 

AFTERNOON  COMMUNION SERVICE AND FELLOWSHIP – 

Wednesday 6th December at 1.30 p.m. All are welcome to attend this 

Christmas service. Leader: Rev. Ikani Vaitohi  Minister’s Stewards:  
A. Jones, C. Schaller Tea Host/ess: R & P. Duthie. Transport is 

available  

CHURCH COUNCIL 

The December meeting of the Church Council will be held in the 

Meeting Room on Tuesday 12th December at 7:30pm. Reports from 

Council Committees and/or material to be included in the agenda papers 

are to be with Graeme Mitchell by Sunday 3rd December. Agenda 

papers will be available on Sunday 10th December. 

WORSHIP ROSTERS – These are now completed and available in the 
pigeon-holes today. Please collect yours and note the occasions you will 
be required for duty. 
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"WITH LOVE TO THE WORLD"  for 2018.   If you would like to 
subscribe to this commentary on the weekly Bible readings, please 
contact Alex. Page by the end of November at the latest.  The total 
cost is $20 for the  year. 
 
PRODUCE  STALL: Most Sundays (not 10th December) until 

Christmas a small selection of different products will be on sale on the 

table in the hall following the 10a.m. Service. Please try and have the 

right amount to pay as there may not be any change available. Keep 

saving small, clean jars until further notice. 

SUNDAY  SERENADE  Cancelled 
Unfortunately, the concert advertised in last week's news sheet, which 
was to have been held at Sacred Heart College this afternoon, has been 
cancelled. 

 

 
DATES  FOR  YOUR  DIARY 

November    26 Baptism – Emily Hollingsworth 10.00 a.m. 
         28 Mission & Outreach 2.00 p.m. 
 

December     1  Worship Committee 10.30 a.m. 
           3 Memorial Service 2.30 p.m. 
           5 Fellowship Committee 4.00 p.m. 
           6 Afternoon Communion 1.30 p.m. 
         10 Cantata  at 7.30 p.m. 

“Were You There on that Christmas Night” 

         17 Carols 7.30 p.m. 
         24 Christmas Eve Service 11.00 p.m. 
         25 Christmas Day Service  9.00 a.m. 
 
Please note: On December 31

st
 and throughout January there will be 

only one service at 9.00 a.m. 
 

February       4  Holy Communion Service at 10.00 a.m. 
          7  Afternoon Communion 1.30 p.m. 
Hereon we revert to the two services – one at 8.30 a.m., the second at 
10.00 a.m. 
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November 26: Discipline 
Genesis 49–50; Hebrews 12–13; Ecclesiastes 12:9–14 

I was a stubborn child. When disciplined by my parents, I would sulk for hours 
afterward. I didn’t see discipline from my parents’ perspective—as something 
that would mold me into a mature, loving person. 

Hebrews 12 has a lesson for people like me with a history of wallowing in 

self-pity when disciplined. Here, the writer of Hebrews tells us that God, a 

Father to us through the work of Jesus, disciplines us for our good. To 

emphasize this, the writer of Hebrews draws on the book of Proverbs, where 

the Father instructs His own Son. “My son, do not make light of the Lord’s 
discipline, or give up when you are corrected by him. For the Lord disciplines 

the one who he loves, and punishes every son whom he accepts” (Heb 12:6; 
compare Prov 3:11–12). 

The author tells us that being disciplined is a sign of God’s love. It means 
He is working and active in our lives (Heb 12:8). Like a chastised child, we 

might not always recognize God’s discipline this way. When challenged by our 
circumstances, we might struggle against events that are meant to shape us 

for holiness and eternity. We might even avoid subjecting ourselves to them 

because we don’t see God as the author of the event. 

Sometimes our parents’ form of discipline gives us a tainted view of its 
purpose. Imperfect, like us, they disciplined us “for a few days according to 
what seemed appropriate to them.” It may have been harmful and 
destructive. But God disciplines us “for our benefit, in order that we can have 
a share in his holiness” (Heb 12:10). Because His intentions are perfect, we 
know that He has our ultimate good in mind. And we can approach discipline 

like a student, ready to learn how to better serve Him—and others—for His 

kingdom. 

How do you respond to God’s discipline in your life? How can you change 
your attitude so that you view them as teachable moments and not a means to 

inflict harm?                                      Rebecca Van Noord 

Barry, J. D., & Kruyswijk, R. (2012). Connect the Testaments: A One-Year Daily Devotional with 

Bible Reading Plan. Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/fsbdevotional?ref=DayOfYear.Jan+27&off=15015
https://ref.ly/logosres/fsbdevotional?ref=DayOfYear.Jan+27&off=15015
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SERVING THE BELMONT CONGREGATION 
 

Next Sunday 3rd December2017    Holy Communion  
Worship Leader:  REV. IKANI VAITOHI 

  

Duty  

Stewards W. Jennings (M&HC) S. Jennings (L)   
J. Ferguson,  G. Coomber,  D. Law 
R. Buckwell,  G. & J. Schneider 

Readers B. Couper, L. Rankin 

Porch 
Stewards 

 R. Ferguson(P & H.C.),  L. Main, J. Hill, 
G. Chapman 

Host/ess W. & F. Harper 

P.A. R. Bunting 

Flowers Elizabeth Wood 

Morning 
Tea 

E. & B. Wood, B. & B. Dickie,  
A. Merritt/M. Bullock 

Transport (1)  R. Buckwell       (2) B. Johns 
(3) B. & P. Jones 

 

 
 

PRAYER POINTS 
Loving God, we pray for Emily Hollingsworth who is being baptised 

today; bless her and her parents, Laura and Jeremy, help them as they 

nurture Emily; may she know the love of Jesus in her life. 

Dear God, we pray for the people of Myanmar and Bangladesh where 

there is a humanitarian crisis. Thousands of refugees and displaced 

people are faced with famine, lack of accommodation and poor health 

conditions. Bless the doctors, nurses and aid workers who are 

desperately trying to help the people in need. 

Dear Lord, we thank You for the Apostle Paul and the manner in which 

he persevered despite facing numerous hardships and challenges. He 

taught us the importance of trusting You and being obedient to the 

leading of the Holy Spirit. 
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 doctors, nurses and aid workers who are desperately trying to help the 

people in need. 

 

 

BELMONT UNITING CHURCH MINISTRY TEAM 
 

Rev. Ikani Vaitohi     ……………………….   0432 680 028 
    Evenings only       ……………………….    03 5298 3699 
Pastor Geoff Aitken  ..………........................   03 5241 2897 

     …….................. ………   0413 585 455 
Neville Funston Congregational Coordinator    
 

CHURCH OFFICE:    42 Thomson Street, Belmont Vic. 3216 

     Phone  03 5243 4226        Fax  03 5243 4637 
Email    buc8@bigpond.com 

 

                         SERVICES IN AGED CARE HOMES 

 
Kalkee – Nangatta: Thurs. 2p.m. 30th Nov. Chaplain Geoff Aitken 
Kalkee Murray Hostel: Thurs.3.30p.m. 30th  Nov. Chaplain G.Aitken 
Opal South Valley: Wed. 10.45a.m.  20th Dec.  Pastor Geoff Aitken 
Alan David Lodge:   Wed. 2.45p.m.  20th Dec..  Pastor Geoff Aitken  

 

 

 

LECTIONARY 

Sunday 3rd December 2017 

Isaiah 64: 1-9     Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19  

1 Corinthians 1: 3-9    Mark 13: 24-37 

 

 

                      

                                                               CONTRIBUTIONS for the NEWS SHEET 

Please include author’s name & phone number, number of repeats 
required and email to  Norma Phillips, or phone or place in the 

Church Letterbox at the top of church steps next to the meter box on 

the right before 4p.m. on Wednesday. 

mailto:buc8@bigpond.com

